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LETTBRS OP PROSPER M^RIMÉE 



OLXIL 

Paris, June 27, 1864. 

My Deab Panizzf, 

The Bmpress, the Bmperor, and the 
Prìnce Imperiai have ali three on separate occa- 
sions, espeoially in extremis^ by which I mean the 
moment of parting, enjoined me to give youtheir 
kind regards. Madame de Rayneval and Madame 
de Lourmel give me a similar commission. The 
latter sends you her portrait. Is that tender 
enough P 

Tour Information about the Bnglish Ministry 
coìncides with what my host told me. In ali 
probabUity you will not see Lord Palmerston in 
ofBce ; the Queen does not wish it. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I will send you a 
line to- morrò w evening. 

YOL. U. B 
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CLXIII. 

Paris, August 5, 1864. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

My Odyssey was in no way tragic. 
The sea was like a mirror, and only three ladies 
were ili ; about a score changed from a roseate to 
a greenish-white hue, whilst, as for myself, I 
smoked tranquilly. But the devil, who persecutes 
me as he ever does those whose names are noted 
on high, so arranged matters that between 
Boulogne and Rae the piston of our enfine re- 
f ased to work. It was put to rìghts. In ten 
xninutes' time it was out of order again. We were 
under a blazing san without the least sbelter, with 
the prospect of being run into by the train due to 
leave Boulogne after us. This state of things 
lasted for an hour and a half . Then a spare engine 
arrìved on the scene, and pushed us on peace- 
fuUy from behind as far as Bue, where we were en- 
abled toget rid of our useless locomotive and pro- 
cure another which took us along at such a pace 
that we were only an hour behind tirae. I re- 
gretted more than once that I had not put in 
my pocket a few sandwiches of that ezcellent 
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comed beef I lefìb behind me at the Britìsh 
Mnseum. 

" When the cat is away the mice will play." 
WhUst Cassar was at Viohy the Minister of 
Interior committed delle grosse. You know, or 
you do not know, that over since a certaìn decree 
of the Bepublic, the newspapers are not allowed 
to publish reports of press trìals. They can only 
publish the sentence and the terms of the judg- 
ment. Well, the Moniteur, whioh is manufactured 
in the workshop of the Minister of Interior, was 
inspired a day or two ago to publish the report of 
a press trial. It was at once snmmoned to appear 
before the Public Prosecutor. This, by what I 
see in the newspapers, is giving rise to much 
scandal, and shows in what stupid hands the 
carrying out of details is left. 

On my arrivai here I found a letter from 
Vienna, where they appear to entertain the same 
feeling of affection for the Prussians that rats 
bave for cats. You may bave seen the speech 
made by M. de Beust in the Saxon Chamber. It 
is very amusing and does not hold out very much 
hope of the great teutontque Verein. 
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Madame de Montìjo is better, I am told, and 
hopes to see yoa at Garabancbel this automn. She 
is beginning to write your name more correctly, 
for she calls you Panisi instead of Panucci. But 
the Tuscan " a " is a temble stumbling block in 
the mouth of a Castilian. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizri. Take care of 
youreelf, make a point of going to Brooks's* 
every day on your own feet, and lay my homage 
at those of Lady Holland. 

CLXIV. 

Paris, August 10, 1864. 

Mt Dea» Pamizzi, 

I found M. Fould in good health and 
preparing, after the Jetes are over, to go to pre- 
side over the Conseil General, and enjoy a little 
repose at Tarbes. He asked me to remember him 
to you and Mr. Gladstono. He is now, as far as 
I can judgo, in high favour with both Monsieur 
and Madame, knd, moreover, engaged in con- 
ciliatiiig colloaguos who bave no love for him and 
tiovcr will bave aiiy. To ali appearance the 

t Tito Liberal Club in St. JunM'a. 
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result will be a patched-up state of things which 
will last, 6od only knows how long. 

You maj, perhaps, bave heard of tbe new 
version of the Mortara affair which has been 
current in Eome durìng the last few days. It 
concerns a little Jew, named Cohen, nine years 
of age, who was baptised against the wish of bis 
parents. They should bave been bumt alive, but 
instead of tbat thej were onlj sent to the rìght- 
about. Tbis appears to bave had a bad effect 
among our officers, who bave, with few exceptions, 
read the impious works of M. de Yoltaier. 

I am told tbat their Majesties will not go tbis 
year to Biarritz ; wby, I know not. 

Disturbances are expected at Madrid. Prim is 
ruined and is seeking to regain bis position at ali 
bazards. Olozaga and be are not particular about 
the means to be emplojed. A conspiracy has 
been brought to light in one regiment, and other 
discoveries are anticipated. 

Good-bye, mj dear Panizzi. Let me bear from 
you. 
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CLXV. 
Paris» August 22» 1864 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I was anxious to give my letter to Mr. 
Taylor,* but I fear he has gone. I showed him 
the library, and gave him tickets for the lions. 
He will teli you ali about the stupidity of 
Labrouste in coanection with the Library. There 
is no improvement. The largo room is nearly 
finished; the architect had senso onough to 
borrow from you, but he wanted to improve upon 
you and he has f ailed dismally. You have to go 
upstairs to get to each room, which shows but 
little appreciation of the wants of a library. The 
cupboards are too high, and the shelves ridiculous. 
The catalogne gets on slowly and contains ali the 
old errors. 

I went to Saint- Cloud on Friday. There was 
some dancing, but melancholy of its kind. The 
Empress had her eyes swoUen. She had just 
received news of the death of the Princesse 
Czartoniska, daughter of Queen Christina. The 
Emperor wished to countermand the ball. The 

* Mr. Taylor was a friend of M. Panixxù 
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Sang said that there was no necessitj f or thus 
dìsappointing the ladies. Madame de Lourmel 
and Madame de Bayneval asked particularly after 
you. Madame de Lourmel expected to receive 
your portraìt in ezchange for her own ; see if you 
can manage it. I asked when the Court was 
going to Biarritz, but my question seemed to be 
inconvenient. Nothing appears to be settled yet. 
Perhaps they will not go. If they do not go 
there they will undoubtedly go somewhere else, 
for, as you know, the Empress cannot bear Saint- 
Cloud. I should not be at ali surprised if some 
voyage or other were meditated, but whither? 
Chi lo sa? 

I am suro that they are on the ève of disturb- 
ance in Spain. The Ministry is weak and has 
no Grenerals. The Minister of War is said to be 
a creature of O'Donnell's. The Conchas bave 
little affection for the present Cabinet. On the 
other band, the Progresistas bave for their leaders 
two men, Prim and Olozaga, who are not without 
talent but are utterly unscrupulous. It is by no 
means impossible that advantage may be taken of 
our presence in Madrid to aSord us the spectacle 
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of a pronunciamento. It is an amusiiig siglit and 
worth seeing. I hope that wìU make you decide 
npon comìng. 

A number of conjectures about the joumey of 
Frìnce Humbert are afloat among the few bipeds 
who are stili in Paris. Some say he is coming 

f or the Princesse , and that the Pope will 

find her dot. I do not beUeve that, but, as you 
know, I am a sceptic. 

The one thing which appears to me to be 
certain, and which must bave given rise to the 
canard^ is that people are displeased with bis 
Holiness% Montebello, who has arrived here, tells 
ali sorts of tales about him, and says that he is 
beìng made to play a part very little to his liking» 
The conversion of little Cohen has put the army 
in a very bad humour, and has also, I fancy, made 
an impression in high places. 

Qood-bye, my dear Panìzzi. We are waitingto 
bear that M. de Bismark has chucked the 
Chamber out of the window. Prussia and Austria 
are very bitter towards each other, and great 
irritation reigns in the petty States, but nothing 
Comes to maturity among such people. If Franco 
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and England were really united they might catch 
fine fish in these troubled waters. 



CLXVI. 



Paris, September 5, 1864, 

My Deab Fanizzi, 

Whìlst you are in villegtatura I am 
coughing and being suffocated. If people want 
me te live they must gìve me a country residence 
on the banks of the Nile. My contemporaries 
might very well club together to pay me this com- 
pUment. 

You make me laugh with your aristocratio 
indignation against the possibilìty of a niésalltance 
in the house of Savoy. I told you at the timo 
that I did not believe it, and I believe it stili less 
to-day, but, in my capacity as a plebeian, I do 
not see anything so very dreadful in it ; indeed, I 
should deem it very advantageous to the house 
aforesaid, if to sweet eyes and a skin which should 
be soft were added the dot you wot of. That 
would make it worth one's while to marry a 
negress. 
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Everybody believes that an insurrectioiii if not 
a revolution, is on the ève of breaking cut in 
Madrid. In Spain a long sword alone can secare 
obedience, and there is not one in the new 
Cabinet. There are plenty outside it. There is 
0*Donnell, Narvaez, the two Conchas, and 
Espartero. The actual Minister of War is a 
poor wretch, a creature of O'Donnell's, who can 
do nothing by himself. If Prim and the Pro^ 
gresistas, who have, it seems, made many 
recruits, attempt a pronunciamento^ it is quite 
possible that the Cabinet, and the chaste Isabella 
with it, may go to the devil. There are in 
Madrid more than twenty thousand Frenchmen, 
artisans, labourers or refugees, who in the event 
of a rising would make admirable professors of 
barricades, as anyone might have seen during the 
last revolution. This is the direction in which 
efforts towards the improvement of international 
communication f requently tend. Each one catches 
his neighbour's disease. 

There is nothing in this to prevent your coming 
with me to Spain. Foreigners have not anything to 
f ear on these occasions ; they see and have a good 
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YÌew of eyerjthing, and ìmprove their minds and 
their oourage. 

I imagine that M. Fould will bave hard work to 
bring togetber bis very disunìted colleagues. Wbat 
Ì8 to be tbe programmo of the oomìng session, 
resistanoe or eoncession P That is preciselj wbat 
nobody knows at present, very probably not even 
he who decides in the last resort. 

The recent speeches of Lord Falmerston appear 
to me to be senile. Solve senescentem ! Very muoh 
likethe last years of Louis Philippe, wben out 
of bis failings he involved a theory of govem- 
ment. Lord Russell is said to bave written to 
the Germans with bis own particular ink, which 
is in ali probability not tbe best mode of arrang- 
ìng matters in that quarter. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. Wbilst you are in 
the country either write or walk. 



OLXVIL 

Paris, September 20, 1864 
My Deab Fanizzi, 

Mr. Childe, whom I once introduoed 
to you, will explain how it is that he has left the 
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abode of King Mausolus. He will, no doubt, 
ask you f or a lettor of introdaetion to Sir Biohard 
Mayne. As he is a man of observation and a 
great traveller» and is very fond of knowing 
tokafs what, he would like, in company with as 
solid a policeman as you can find, to see the noc- 
tumal ouriositìes of London, and to ascertain the 
utility of helmets. 

Good-bye. I will write to you before starting. 



CLXVIII. 

Paris, September 22, 1864. 
My Deab Fanizzi, 

What do you think of the Treaty, the 
existence of which has just been revealed to us ? 
To judge by the fury of the clericals, it has dis- 
pleased them mightily. The Treaty has several 
things against it, among others the fact that 
neither France nor Italy can carry it out in its 
entirety. The good feature in it is its being in 
roality neither more nor less than a notice to the 
Iloly Father to pack up. At ali events, the 
nriest's party look upon it in that light. The 
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Italian Legatìon asserts that it is favourably 
regarded on the other side of the mountaìns. 

The coincidence of this affair with the Schwal- 
bach excursion has led to the remark — Ergo propier 
hoc. I do not believe it. The excursion, in ali 
probabìlity, was connected with internai disorder, 
very annojring, but not affecting politics in the 
least. You know the situation ; the most lament- 
able part of it is that the demands of the idlers 
are enongh to wear out the patience of one who, 
of a suretj, is the most patient man of this century. 

X. is at Sohwalback ; rumour has it that he is 

going to marry Mademoiselle , who is too 

dainty a morsel for a boy of his age. 

AH the Spaniards I meet guarantee, not a mere 
disturbance, but a regular revolution, in a very 
short time. Narvaez appears to be pushing 
matters to the last extremity, and to be making a 
direct attack on the party of progress. The return 
of Queen Christina is of itself an open defiance. 
If Narvaez has the army well in band, which I 
doubt, he may suppress the first revolt, and will 
only succumb through want of money, an accident 
whicb, in my opinion, is ratber imminent. But 
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is the army loyal ? Has Narvaez stili the energy 
he had at Ardoz P AU thìs appears te me to be 
very doubtful. 

The Times a day or two ago published a some- 
what cowardly article about Canada. I think the 
English Cabinet has arrived at the point reached 
by Louis Philippe at the end of his reign — ^that 
of boasting of his cowardice, and setting it np as 
virtue. It has made a great mistake, in my 
opinion ; it never does to abase ourselves to too 
great an extent, for fear other people should take 
US at our word. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. I ha ve hired a 
house at Cannes for the winter, but you will not 
trouble yourself about that. 



CLXIX. 

Paris, October 2, 1864, 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

How did you like your Museum and 
its learned dust on your return f rom inhaling the 
air of the most aristocratic of countries? You 
must have renewed the sensations of your school 
days, when you used to go back after the holidays. 
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I purpose going to Madrid, remainìng there 
until the middle of November, and then retuming 
to Cannes, where I bave secured my old house, 
wìthout passÌDg through Paris, unless indeed, a 
very ìmprobable contingencj, I am summoned to 
put in an appearance there on the 15th of 
November. I am rather sorrj to give up old 
customs, and to bave to dispense with a fète in 
honour of the Saint of that day ; but, on the other 
band, I must take care of my lungs, and my last 
sojoum was so melancholy that I bave no tasto 
for seeing the same tbings which you wot of , over 
again. 

On Sunday last I went to Saint-Cloud to break* 
fast, after baving been to high mass. You were 
enquired aft^er as usuai. The Frìnce is suffering 
from toothache. He is otberwise in very good 
condition, not growing very much, but laying on 
muscle. TheEmpress is only middling at Schwal- 
bach, which she likes, notwitbstanding that she 
stili sufFers as much from sickness as she did 
before ber departure. 

The tales told, and the nonsense talked, about 
the excursion are marvellous. More than that. 
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sober-minded people, and those who bave the 
reputation of being so, actuaUy believe ali the 
lies that are oiroulated. Among other reports 
there is one about a visit of her Majesty to Made- 
moiselle , to request her not to live any 

longer at Montretout, on account of the annoy- 
ance ezperienced by the sight of her house from 
the Windows of Saint Cloud. 

Severe measures of repression seem to have 
been taken at Turin. A hundred and sixty per- 
sons, of whom five were soldiers, were killed. 
The streets are straight, and conical bullets travel 
far. It seems, inoreover, that the Ministry be« 
haved with great imprudence throughout, and did 

é 

nothing to prevent the outbreak. As faras Ican 
see, it was caused by the ultras of thetwo camps, 
who complain of the Treaty. 1 believe that if it 
is carried out in good failh, it will make the place 
too hot for the Pope who, however, will, in ali pro- 
bability, die before the term agreed upon expires. 

The Ministerial changes which are expected will 
not take place. Drouyn de THuys has gallantly 
changed his old opÌDÌons, and there is no louger 
any ezcuse for making war upon him. I do not 
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hear when the Sessìon wìll commence, probably 
towards the month of February. It promises 
betterthan ita predecessor which, nevertheless, 
was not so bad. Thiers has become almost a 
Bepublican, apparently because he hopes to be 
elected President in his tura. I look upon him 
as committed to a deplorable path, out of which 
he can only emerge by means of some catastrophe 
or other. 

A certain M, X., verj well known in Paris, 
was set upon the other day bj a set of urchins, 
some dressed up as women, some as priests, and 
one as a bishop. He is reported to bave taken to 
flight. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I will write you 
once more before starting. 



OLXX. 

Madrid, House of Her Excellency 
the Condesa del Montijo. 

October n, 1864. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

Here I am at Madrid, where I have 
only been a few hours, and whence, as I cannot 

YOL. IL 
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sleep, I am writing to you. The joumey is really 
no longer the fatiguing undertakìng ìt once was. 
No more passports, and a good railway which 
brings you fì*om Bayonne h^re in sixteen hours. 
When the railway seryants know their duty 
better, the joomey should be done in ten hours. 

From a politicai poìnt of iriew, matters are 
better when looked at closely than they are from 
a distance. The Mon Ministry, which was a coa- 
lition, fell before another coalition. TheNaryaez 
Cabinet has a solìd appearance, and his old repu- 
tation for energy has had ìts effect on the ultra- 
Progresista blusterers. The next question is, how 
will he bring that energy to bear, and how will 
he conduct himself before the Cortes ? He has 
two months for preparation, and bere, as in every 
constitutional country, there are metbods to 
ensure the voice of the people being heard in the 
elections — vox populi vox Dei. Narvaez flatters 
the newspapers and the place-hunters. It is not 
a bad road to success. Whatever else may happen, 
I no longer look forward to seeing a pronuncia^ 
mento out of my windows. 

Before I left Paris, on Friday last, I saw our 
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friend of Biarritz. I had a chat of four hours 
with her, the subjeot of which you oan divine. 
She needed sfogarsi. Bverything is very sad, 
more so eyen than you can imagine^ but do not 
Bay a word to anybody. I have given good 
advioe, I believe, though I did not forget the 
proverb about not putting one's finger between 
the tree and the bark ; wbether my advice wiU be 
foUowed is quite another question. 

The Condesa is in better health than I expected 
to find her. The country has done her mach 
good, and in every way she is better than she was 
last year. She regrets your absence ezceedingly, 
ivnd accuses you of having stayed away in con- 
sequence of your English prejudices against Spain. 
On my assuring her that you were in bad health, 
she said that change of air would have done you 
much good, and that the air of Madrid, after that 
of Carabanchel, is the very thing to cure obdurate 
rheumatism. 

I only passed through Madrid, but it seemed to 
me to be considerably beautified. The shops are 
very handsome, there are plenty of new houses, 
and trees and water every where* With the water 
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and the sun one maj do anytbing in this country. 
One change I noticed particularlj, I mean the 
dress of the women, who are becoming more and 
more Frenchified every day. As a matler of fact, 
it ìs as impossible for a Spaniard to wear a 
bonnet as for a Frenchwoman to adom her head 
wìth a mantìlla. 



CLXXL 

Madrid, October 24, 1864. 

Mt Dbàb Fanizzi, 

Your letter has arrived, and I am 
pleased to see that you are going on pretty well, 
and are making head against the first cold weather. 
I wish I could Bay as much, but I caught a 
wretched cold in this diabolical Carabanchel, where 
we are detained by illness. We leave it for good 
next Tuesday, to settle in Madrid, where I bave 
been to-day to recruit myself and see the world. 

The Countess whom you saw at Biarritz, has an 
attack of erysipelas in the face. As you know, it 
was never medium-sized, so imagine what it must 
be now. Never was there a pumpkin to equal it. 

The excitement in connection with the ap- 
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proaching elections is very great just at present, 
and nothing else is talked about. 

I bave bad news from Saint-Cloud more 
cbeering tbat tbose I gave jou. In mind and 
body tbere is an improvement. For a moment I 
confess I was anxious. Now everytbing is 
passablj satisfactory. Opinion bere is very mucb 
against tbe Treaty of tbe 15tb of September. 
Tbere is a certain disposition to protect tbe Holy 
Fatber. But tbe monetary question bere, as in 
every otber country, bas a cooling effect on 
religious zeal. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. I tbink of leaving 
Madrid for Florence towards tbe lOtb of 
November, 



CLXxn. 

Madrid, November 12, 1864. 
Mi Deab Panizzi, 

You make me uneasy witb your 
abstinence from bread and f arinaceous vegetables, 
and I do not quite understand tbat style of treat- 
ment. Have you any symptoms of diabetes ? 
It is quite tbe fasbion now-a-days, and our doctors 
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discover it everjwhere. I koow a shoal of people 
who are perfectly well, but are tormented with a 
regimen. The thing to cure jou, better than ali 
the drugs in the world, would be a long rest in a 
country warmer, and not so damp as the one you 
inhabit. Could not the British Museum do 
without you f or three or f our months ? Think of 
it, and remember that la moule de paurpoinij as 
Rabelais calls it, is an important thing, and ought 
to be considered. 

The Infanto, Don Enrique, was yesterday 
placed in a railway carrìage and packed off to the 
Canary Islands. It seems that he has been 
writing some impertinences to the Queen on 
politicai matters. He subsequently begged for 
forgiveness, but he has been sent to the rìght- 
about. You know, perhaps, that he is one of the 
candidates for the band of your friend the 
Frincess. 

I gave a dinner yesterday to some bachelors 
and their female companions. There was one very 
pretty girl whom they cali Pepa la baiìdartllera. 
I was introduced as an English bishop, charged 
with the conversion of the Catholics. The dinner 
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was ezecrable, as ali hotel dinners are in Madrid, 
and the girls stupid enough. Pepa alone showed 
signs, both in word and deed, of Andalucian 
ferocitj, whìch amused me. In mj capacitj as 
an Englishman and a prìest, I noticed that ali 
these ladies drank water. On the score of 
religion, thej appeared to me to be verj tolerant, 
and tbej told me that thej did not bum candles 
to St. Francis. 

Ali traces of originalìty are disappearing from 
this country. In Andalucia one might possiblj 
find some, but there are too many fleas and too 
many questìonable localities there, and, above ali, 
I am too old to go in search of them. 

The weather is wonderfuUy clear, and there is 
not a cloud in the sky ; but it freezes every night, 
and the air is so keen that one might be breath- 
ing needles. The Guadarrama is perfectly white, 
and I am afraid of being frozen on the way. 

There are a great many books published bere. 
Have you a copy of the edition of Don Quizote 
recently printed at Argamasilla by Ribadeneyra, 
two huge f at quarto volumes ? Has anyone made 
yoit a present of the Chronique rimée (TAlonaa 
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XI f It Ì8 noi soldi but given away by ber 
Majesty. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. Lei me bear 
about your bealtb soon. I do not balf like yoar 
giviDg up bread. Take exercisei and you will 
find it do you good. I leave you to pay my fare- 
well visita. 



CLXXTTI, 

Cannes, November 27, 1864. 
Mt Deab Fakizzi, 

There ìs opportunity of getting some 
ratber curìous wine. It is a ligbt champagne 
wbich does not effervesce, red in coIouFi and can 
be drank with or without water. It raises the 
spirita, and is not intozicating. That is incom- 
prebenaible to Englishmen, but when you are 
dining alone, I think you wouid let a bottle of it 
trickle down your esophagus with a certain 
amount of satisfaction. The opportunity being 
difficult to seize, cahms camosàfrante, I bave written 
to Du Sommerard to send you 9kfeuUleite of the 
wine in a doublé cask, and with ali possible care ; 
there are about a hundred and ten or fifteen 
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bottles in it. When you have tasted it let me bear 
how you like it. Do not imagine that it is nectar. 
It is merely a very agreeable wine, ezcellent for 
ordinary drinking, and partioularly suited to 
rheumatic people. 

The news you have heard is two long months 
behìnd time. Harmony reigns in the household 
of our friends ; after the olouds which might have 
brought on a storm, fine weather has reappeared. 

I am equally sure that the information you 
have received about the health of Monsteur is 
inezact. He is tolerably active, and, moreover, 
attends to bis doctors. His sole fault is that of 
being fonder of the cotillon than is becoming to a 
young man of his age, and looking upon every 
woman as an angel from heaven. The greatest 
philosophers teach us, on the contrary, that to pay 
too muoh atteDtion to woman is incompatible 
with freedom and application to the study of the 
sciences. 

I am delighted with the success achieved in 
Italy by the Treaty of the 15th of September ; 
stili more so with the vigour displayed by La 
Marmorai who is not af raid of giving a repetition 
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of Aspromonte. It is the true method to esear^ 
meritar thefoois who wouid set a light to thepowder 
train. AH the discussìons in the Press and the 
Chamber on the Treaty were very absurd. Those 
people in Franco and Italj who love their country 
ought to be silent. 

One great point gained ìs the evacuation of 
Bome by the French. What is the use of giving 
ezplanations about, and taking precautions 
against future eventualities which wìU, perhaps, 
never come to pass P I think, and I have reason 
to beHeye, from what I hear from people on 
whom I can rely, that Italy will let the Pope 
make a fool of himself, and play his own game. 
She has no need to interfere. The wiser she ìs, 
the more foolish will he be. You know the 
elencai breed, and you know, too, what to expect 
from it. 

Grood-bye, my dear Panizzi. Miss Lagden and 
Mrs. Ewers send ali sorts of kind messages. They 
are preparing a file in honour of your comiug. 
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CLXXIV. 

Cannes, December 5, 1864. 

My Dea» Panizzi, 

Flease to notìoe that I am writing to 
you with my wìndow open, and that the English 
dare not venture out without an umbrella, blue 
above and white below. This sun — to which you 
owe your figure and breadth of back, both so re* 
spectable — this altogether Italian sun, you wìll 
find bere, together with a post-office, whìch will 
allow of your writing your instructions to Mr. 
Jones twice a day. I omit ali mention of the tele- 
graph in case of need. 

As regards your bad temper, and your fear of 
wearying your friends, pemùt me to say that you 
are cutting off your uose to spite your face. We 
will take care of you, and coddle you to the best of 
our ability. If you are too cross we will leave 
you in your corner. We will not compel you to 
knock down fir cones with a bow and arrow, or 
to scale mountains tbree thousand yards high ; 
you &hall be free to foUow your own bent. The 
only things we offer you are bad dinners and 
equally bad breakfasts, with a chat now and then. 
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whist and picquet, and two ladies who will take 
care of you, and are preparing a file in your 
honour. Teli ns plainly wbether it wiU suìt you 
to come, and let us know a little in advance, so 
that we may get a lodging ready for you. I think 
I told you that we have a room, but it has a 
northem aspect, and is not worthy of your 
merit. On one side of us is a yery quiet hotel, 
the proprietor of whìch is under certain obliga- 
tions to me. You can have a room there, and one 
for your valet. By knooking on the wall we can 
let you know when the soup is on the table, but 
we must know a little in advance. 

Tip to this time we are in a tolerably good 
state of preseryation. M. Matthieu (de la 
Dròmo) has predicted awful storms. We have 
had the most lovely June weather that you can 
imagine. 

Gk>od-bye, my dear Panizzi, or rather, au 
revatr. Miss Lagden and Mrs. Ewers ezpect you, 
and languish for you, as they say in the dialect of 
this country. 
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CLXXV. 
Cannes, Deoember 24, 1864. 

X 

Mr Deau Panizzi, 

M. Cousin bega me to ask you the 
exact meaning of this phrase, which be has 
fonnd in one of Cardinal Mazzarin's lettera — 
Sema far lunariù From tbe context it would 
appear to mean, "Without having recourse to 
astrology ; witbout attempting to propbesy.'* Is 
it a common expression ? And wbat is tbe precise 
meaning of lunarii f We bave not a single Italìan 
bere wbo is in a condition to solve tbe enigma. 
6e our (Edipns. 

In spite of tbe mildness of tbe climate, I bave 
caugbt a severe cold tbrougb going to see our 
doctt*tnaires of Cannes, tbe Due de Broglio and bis 
daugbter. He bas also a son, a naval officer, 
brougbt up at tbe Ecole Polytecbnique, wbo bears 
tbree masses a day and assists at two. I bave 
been confined to tbe bouse for two or tbree days 
witb a borrible cougb, but I bave not been 
botbered witb my astbma during tbe time. 

Our pbilosopber,* instead of offerìng me any 

* Victor Coiism. 
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consolatìon, tries to prove to me that I shall ud- 
doubtedly be asked to succeed Mocquart,* whìch 
Ì8 far from cheering, as you can imagi ne. How- 
ever, the appointment is made, and the choioe is, 
in mj opinion, a good one. I do not believe, 
moreover, that anybodj thought of me for a 
moment. NeverthelesSi at ali hazards, I have mj 
replj ready, in case I should receive any proposi- 
tion detrimental to my repose. I should have ac- 
oepted the post, but refused the title and the em- 
oluments, so as to secure the right, after a certain 
time, of saying that I could do no more, and of beg- 
ging that I might be allowed to return to my former 
mode of life. Fortunately, the necessity for having 
recourse to this eztreme measure has not arisen. 

In the Times of last week there was a very 
violent article against the Emperor, on the sub- 
ject of the military expenditure of ali Europe. In 
addition to several allegations, absolutely false 
both in manner and in matter, nothing could have 
been more spiteful. You ought to talk to Mr. 
Delane t on the subject, and teli him that, by 

* PriTBte Seoretory to the Emperor. 

t Mr. Delane was then the politicai editor of the Times, 



UTTKES OF PBOSPKB VÉRUlil. 31 

thus embitterìng the old animosities, he does the 
greatest ìnjarj to both ooontries. It appeared to 
me, moreover, that the article was of French 
manafactare, and I should not be sarprised if 
it were a translation from Rémusat or Preyost* 
Faradol. 

I have had news of Madame de Montijo, who 
has caught a very severe cold whilst sellìng koick- 
knacks at a charity fancj fair. She ìs better now, 
and I see that she has been entertaining, the new 
ambassador of Franco. 

The Pope seems to me to have lost his head 
completely. Have you seen the last Bull, just 
published, condemning a heap of rash proposi* 
tions which are shared in by ali the world» and 
another Bull adding half-a-hundred saints to the 
calendar P I am sure the people of the sixteenth 
century would have laughed at ali these folUes. 
We of the nineteenth swallow everything. 

Have you received the sixth volume of the Gor^ 
respoTidance de Napoléon l^t I do not know 
whether the new President of the Commlttee, 
who has never been very celebrated for his 
politeness, wìll continue to send the work to 
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those who have alreadj reoeived the earlier 
Tolumes. 

Good-bye, mj dear Panizzì. I wìsh you a 
pleasant ending to the year. Do not eat too muoh 
Chrìstmas dinner, and remember me to our 
frìends. 



CLXXVI. 

CanneSi January 12, 1865. 

Mt Deab Panizzì, 

Divine Providence has sent us a pàté 
de Jote gras from Strasbourg, which has made us 
regret your absence particularly. I have seldom 
eaten such a good one, and the truffles which em- 
bellished it were excellent. 

The Pope is perf ectly ridiculous, and the bishops 
who take up the ball are no less so. I give you a 
matter of detail of which you are ignorant, 
but which possesses a certain historioal value. 
In the eyes of you politicai gentlemen, the Ency- 
clical of the Yicar of Jesus Christ is looked upon 
as a reply to the Treaty of the 15th of September. 
It is nothing of the sort. 

We bave bere a philosopher of our acquaint- 
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ance,* rather too elencai for you and me, who, 
two months before the Treaty, was yìsited by an 
auditore di rotOj a Frencbman and a tolerably laz 
priest, whose purpose was to ask him to abjore 
certain errors contained in one of bis recent books, 
UHistoire de la Philaaophie^ addìng that by re- 
fosing he would lay himself open to being included 
in a censure then in preparation by the Sacred 
College. Our friend told him that he would re- 
tract nothing, and that he would advise the Pope 
to leave philosophy, and other things that did not 
concern him, alone. The Encyclioal, you see, is 
an old offence. 

For some days I bave been destitute of news 
from Paris, and rather uneasy on account of a 
report that the Emperor has been ili. Although 
I attach little credence to this rumour, it has made 
me somewhat anzious because the life he leads is 
not quite the thing for a man of fifty-siz, if I may 
believe ali the reports, unfortunately only too 
exact, about him. If anything were to happen to 
him it would be a terrible misfortune for the 
country, especially now that the Encyclical and 
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the approaohìng meeting of the Chambera are 
causing a certain amount of ezcìtemeDt. 

The affaire of our friends, the Confederates, 
Beem to be going on badly. As the goodGod 
always sides with the strong battalions, it is onlj 
too probable that they will saccamb in the end. 

The TXmes has published an account of a amali 
infemal machine, deatined for the deatructìon of 
a forti and probably for the alaughter of ali ita 
defendera, by meana of aeven hundred thouaand 
pounda of powder. When we aee machinea of 
thia deacription brought into operation, we may 
well aak whether we are living in the nineteenth 
century. 

I auppoae Newton haa come to Paria for the 
Pourtaléa aale. Did you bay the head of the 
Delian Apollo ? It waa the fineat thing in hia 
poaaeaaion, and I ahould have yery mnch liked to 
aee it remain in Paria, but, if it mnat go, it had 
better be in your keeping than elaewhere. There 
waa alao a handaome bust of Criapina, the wife of 
Heliogabulua, and a quantity of jewela and very 
intereating though leaa important objecta. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Good health and 
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prosperity to you. The news about the E mperor's 
health worrìes me in spìte of myself, and I am 
looking out impatiently for the newspapers. 



OLXXVIL 

Cannes, January 27, 1865. 
Mt Dbar Panizzi, 

You will have read the extremely 
clever pamphlet by Monsignor Dupanloup. He 
explains very clearly that when the Bull says 
black we are to understand white. That is the 
perfection of the Jesuit's art. The clever heads, 
or the least hare-brained, of the Sacred College 
appear, however, to have made the Pope listen to 
reason, and have persuaded him to afford certain 
explanations in the sense of those set forth by 
Monsignor Dupanloup. This erratam of the Holy 
Spirit will, I imagine, be accepted, and may, per- 
haps, suffice to allay the quarrel until the opening 
of the Session causes it to break out again more 
violently than over. Thiers intends to pose as 
the champion of the Papacy, and will make a 
vigorous attack on the Treaty of the 15th of 
September. 
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Have you read the skit by About in the Opinion 
Nationale of the 22iid Januarj, in which he treats 
of our friend in a very happy vein, and unfor- 
tunately, with telling accuracy. It will not pre- 
vent him, in the least, from acting foolishly, on 
the suggestion of fair ladies and his old enemies 
the doctrinaires. Read it, and I fancy you will 
laugh. 

Paris was just beginning to be tired of talk- 
ing about the bestowal of the Dukedom of Mont- 
morency on M. de Férigord when a fresh scandal 
carne, in the nick of time, to create a diversion. 
The eldest daughter of Madame de X — , some 
five-and-twenty or thirty years ago, married a 
certain M, de Z — , by whom she had no children. 
She consequently consoled herself with the 
Marquis de L — , by whom she had a son. This 
child carne into the world clandestinely, the hus- 
band havìng been abroad for two years. This 
husband is dead, but the son is alive and of age, 
and, relying on the axiom, la pater est quem 
nuptice demonstranty he demands the name and 
title of Z. You may imagine the charming effect 
this has produced. 
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Lord H — is aging rapidly, and, between our- 
selves, I doubt if bis brain is ali righi. Wben he 
was told of the death of bis wife, he said, " Well, 
I hope she will soon be better/' The next thing 
he did was to hoist a flag, with his arms em- 
blazoned on it, on the top of bis villa, to let the 
young ladies know, I believe, that he was oace 
more a free man. 

Cousin, too, is by no means well, and causes me 
some anxietj. He suffers from noises and 
buzzing in bis ears, and is growing lameutablj 
thin. Nevertheless, he is as vivacious and intelli- 
gent as over. 

As f or me, I am tolerablj well, although I bave 
recentlj had a return of mj difficult breathing. 
The very mild weather we are having is doing me 
mach good« To-morrow we are to bave an al 
Jresco breakfast in the country. I do not suppose 
you can breakfast in your garden yet. I should 
like, if possible, to stay bere throughout February, 
but I may possibly be obliged to return for the 
Address, especially if the Clericals givo hattle. I 
am stili hoping that everything will pass o£E 
quietly. 
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Good-bye, mj dear Panìzzi. Take care of 
yourselfi and do not fall into anj of tbe twenty- 
four condemned errors. 



CLXXVIII. 

Cannes, Febniary 15, 1865. 

My Deab Panìzzi, 

I have a shocking cold, and am 
horriblj annojed at the prospect of having to 
take part in the battio the Clericals have in store 
for US. I am ali impatience for the Address, whioh 
was to be brought forward this moming ; bui it 
will be some days yet before I can know when 
the dobate will oommence and I shall have to 
Ktart. The aocounts I liear of the weather in 
Paris do not at ali incline me to be in a hurry. 

Oousin is bére, sufFering from neuralgia and 
unable to get any sleep, for which you will pity 
bim ; he is muoh tbinner, is in low spirits, and I 
am vory uneasy about him. The other day he 
was taking a walk in a wood near Cannes with 
bis seoretary, who was reading the newspaper to 
him. A country- woman who was passing said to 
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her Gompanion, " Fancy an old gentleman like 
that not beìng able to read ! " 

I hear fabulous talea about the Pourtalés sale. 
If it ends as it has began jou will bave to f umble 
f or your purse. 

I gave your message to Lord Glenelg. Mistress 
Norton ìs bere, pretty and pleasant as ever, and 
paid US a visit the day before yesterday. She 
made a complete conquest of the ladies. Her 
grand-daughter promises to be as pretty as she is, 
and her eyes are already calculated to play havoc 
wìth the human race. 

I bave never read anything more insipid than 
the Queen's Speech, and I am told that it is not 
even goodEnglish. If our friend in Piccadilly is 
at the helm much longer, God only knows what 
bitter pills he will make a respectable public 
swallow. He appears to me to wish to die in 
peace, and every noise worries him, even though 
it be the noise of a great perii which he would 
bave time to avert. 

If, as appears very probable, the Soath is 
crushed, you will see how the North will show its 
gratitude to England for the surrender of the 
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Sfc. Albans raiders. To mj mind thafc was a 
piece of gross meanness on the part of the Govem* 
menta of Canada and England. 

These people are, undoubtedly, tbieves; bat how 
did Sherman in Georgia, Butler and many otbers 
behave ? Patting that on one side, Europe, I 
imagine, will be punished quickly enough. The 
Americans have such a soyereign contempt f or ali 
morality that I can onlj compare them to the 
Bomans of old. They bave ali their greed and 
audacify, and five years of a terrible war haye 
converted them into formidable soldiers. They 
will pay their debts by becoming bankrupt, and 
will supply themselves with money from the iands 
of their neighbours. 

I bave no news and am rather uneasy about 
the health of Madame de Montijo, who has had 
another attack of fever. I bear that the Empress 
is better, but that she is living a very retired life 
and is nearly always alone. The Emperor is quite 
well. 

Monsignor Chigi is said to be very mach abashed 
and angry about the publication of bis two letters, 
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80 wanting in consistencj as to the meaning of 
the EncycUcal. 

Good-bje, my dear Panizzi. Write to me here 
until I gire you notice of the remoyal of my 
household goda. 



CLXXIX. 

Paris, March 14, 1865. 

My Dbab Panizzi. 

J left Cannes a few days ago in great 
suffering, and I reached this place in a stili worse 
state. I propose remaining here until the end of 
the debate on the Address, and then retuming to 
Oannes. My health makes me uneasy. My fits 
of suffocation increase in intensity and recar at 
shorter intervals. In a word, the animai is out 
of order ; what is to be done ? 

I went to see the Empress yesterday. I found 
her very well, but very melancholy. She realizes 
ali she has lost by the death of M. de Morny. I 
Bay she personally, and I need not teli you why. 
The Emperor is in deep distress. It is, indeed, 
no easy matter to find a man of talent and taot 
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sucli as de Momj was, full of good sense and 
decÌBÌOD. There is some talk of replacing him in 
the Presidencj of the Corp8 Législatif by M. 
Baroche, but hìs appointment is surrounded by 
diffioulties, and I am not sure ihat itis even 
possible. 

Almost at the same time that you receive this 
letter you will haye a visit f rom a friend of mine, 
the Comte de Circourt. He was a great friend 
of Count Cavour. He is a yery leamed man, too 
leamed, f or he has the most eztraordìnary memory 
I ever met with, and knows everything. In other 
respeets, he is polite and anti-clerìcal, although 
by reason of bis birth, family, and hahits, he lives 
in the midst of clerìcals. Perhaps that is the 
reason why he cannot bear them. 

To-morrow, we shall in ali probability bave a 
ourìous sitting in the Senato. The Cardinals, 
M. de Bonnechose ezeepted, are fools and do not 
know how to speak two words. But de Bonne- 
chose is yery clover, and, on the other band, our ' 
old Generals are frìghtened of the devil. Tbey 
say to themselyes, " If only fiye per cent, of what 
is said aboui tbat gentleman be true 1 ** Add to 
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these sage reflections the number of motbers and 
daughters wbo are devout, ali women now-a-daySi 
iocluding the worst characters, being strictlj so. 
Best assured, ìt will be no means easy to rìd 
ourselves of the hydra after havìng allowed him 
to put f orth many more than seven heads. 

Although the speech of M. Rouland was not of 
the best or the elevereste it has made its mark. 
He might bave been asked, ** Why, seeing that 
you were aware of the daùger, were you so weak 
when you were Minister of Beligion ? " But, after 
ali, better late than never. 

I see by the newspapers that Lady Palmer- 
ston has been serìously ili, but I bave no further 
news of ber. I hope she has recovered. When 
jou see ber, find an opportunity of saying some- 
tbìng kind to ber from me. 

Is old age predominant in the Brilish Cabinet, 
or is ìt the calculating spirit of men who bave 
made a big hit on 'Change and are unwilling to run 
any further risk ? However that may be, your 
Ministers make too bold a show of cowardice. 
Nothing is more stupid than boasting, but it is 
dangerous, not to say ridiculous, to pose as a 
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coward. It is one way of having ali the biillies 
at one'fl heels. 

Good-bye, mj dear Panizzi. Health and pros- 
peritj. I shall stay here until the end of the 
weelc 



CLXXX. 

Cannes, March 26| 1865. 

Mt Dbab Pakizzf, 

I do not believe there is a word of 
truth in the report that Madame de Montijo is 
goiog to Rome, stili less to England. In her last 
lettor» seven or eight dajs ago, she told me that 
she intended being in Paris in May, and that does 
not sound like paying a visit to the Holj Father 

and Madame • I do not think it at ali pro- 

bable that she will go elsewhere than to Paris. 
In Rome and London she would find herself 
placed in an embarrassing position io some wajs, 
and deprived of her freedom of action, which is 
precisely the thing on which she lays most stress. 

Lord Glenelg is stili here, dividing his leisure 
timo between reading noyels and saying his 
prayers. 
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Cousin Ì8 getting ready to return to Paris to 
immortalize himself. I leave tbat entìrely to him, 
and purpose Btaying here throughout Aprii so that 
I may put my damaged lungs into some sort of 
order, for they stand greatly in need of repose and 
care. 

When I left Paris the debate on the Address 
in the Gorps Législaiif was not expected to be any 
more liyely than its predecessor in the Sonate. 
The Opposition is divided, and to ali appearance 
will devote itself chiefly to questions of home 
policy. It was doubtf ul whether M. Thiers would 
speak on the Convention of the 1 5th of Septem- 
ber, so as to humour his politicai friends, scarcely 
as Papal as he is. The less said about the Treaty 
the better. I think that if we are determined to 
observe it literally, the Court of Rome will return 
to a healthier frame of mind. Not the Pope, 
perhaps, because he is half mad and has peculiar 
aspirations in the direction of martyrdom. But 
he has around him a largo number of rascals in 
red, violet, and black, who are by no means 
disposed to be martyrs, and are ready to accept 
any conditions which will allow of their retaining 
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some portion of their present revenues. These 
people will probably bring some inflaence to bear 
upon the conclusions to be arrived at hj their 
Sovereign. We bave yet to see if his obstinacy 
will outweigh the yery intelligible interests of his 
small establishment. 

I congratulate you on getting possession of the 
Justiniani Apollo. Newton, whom I saw on the 
ève of my departure, abused it, which persuaded 
me that he was yery anzious to get it. I do not 
think you bave paid too dearly for it, and it cer- 
tainly was an acquisition to be secured whenever 
opportunity ofiFered. 

G-ood-bye, my dear Panizzi. Post-time ia at 
band and I bave only time to dose my ]etter. 



CLXXXI. 

Cannes, Aprii 13, 1865. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

Before writing to you I waited until 
I was well enough to send you news of my health 
and my plans ; but the former makes no pro« 
gress, and the latter, which depend on it, are 
as vague as they can be. I am always coughing. 
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I neither sleep nor eat, and I f eel weak and going 
down bill rapìdly. Sometimes I acoept mj lot 
philosophicallj enough, at others I worry or dis- 
tress myself about it — a state of mind very like 
the altemations of thoaght which must pass 
through the brain of a man condemned to be 
hanged. 

You appear to me to be rather hard upon the 
Vie de Cesar which somebodj has sent you. 
Would you havQ had ita author, ìnstead of re- 
counting things after a piala, unvarnished fashion, 
do as did the Teutonic historians, who, to avoid 
foUowing the beaten track, chose the most absurd 
and winding bye-paths imaginable ? Neyertheless, 
I should bave been glad if the author had followed 
the advice I took the liberty of giving hìm, which 
was to confine himself to reflections on history 
instead of plunging into a narrative wherein there 
is nothing new. It ìs unquestionable that reflec- 
tions, coming from a man occupying a stand-point 
such as no litcrary man could occupy, would bave 
containad elements of originality and great in- 
terest. The strìkìng fault of the hook, in my 
opinion, is that the author may be said to bave 
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placed himself before a lookìng-gla86 in order to 
sketch the portrait of his hero. 

Y0U9 too, seem to be rather oontemptuous on 
the subject of joar head of Apollo. With ali dae 
deference to Newton and other connoisseurs, I 
think it a first-rate work, such as few Moseams 
poBsess. I do not consider that you paid dearlj 
for it. What do you say to our Louvre giving a 
hundred and thirty thousand franca for a portrait 
of Antonello of Messina ? Our powers that be go 
to work like amateurs, which is much to be re- 
gretted. If I were able I would exchange with 
you — ^I would give you Antonello for Apollo and 
not ask you for the difference in price. 

I had a letter from Madame de Montijo yester- 
day. She does not say a word about going to 
London, but she promìses to be in Paris towards 
the beginning of May. The Countess is better, 
she says, although fatigued after the winter 
season. Her house being the refuge for ali the 
idlers in Madrid, she is the victim of her duties 
as mistress of the house. She never goes to bed 
until it suits these tertultanos^ and so she will 
continue to until she is seriously ili. Neverthe- 
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less, she sends her memorids to Panticci, as she 
persista in distorting your lordsliip's name. 

What have you to say about the debates in 
Parliament on Canadian affairs ? I should like 
to know what the shades of Pitt and Lord Wel- 
lington think about them. But what passes my 
comprehension is the spectacle of a Government 
taking the trouble to inform foreigners that its 
longsuffering is great, and that it will meekly 
put up with ali the slaps in the face which 
may be vouchsafed to it. Is it, perchance, a 
fact that men become cowards as they grow old P 

Cousin left for Paris three days ago in an 
unsatisfa6tory state. He told me he should 
halt by the way and not reach Paris nntil 
Saturday. I fancy he does not wish to set eyes 
on his old politicai friends again bef ore the con- 
clusion of the debate on the Address. 

It seems to me that we have more politicians 
and fewer talkers in the Sonate. The Opposition, 
by bring^g f orward such a string of amendments, 
have merely succeeded in wearying the public; 
that is the impression produced in Paris and on 
my mind« 

YOL. n# B 
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Yoa should read a somewliat carioas book 
-whìch has just appeared, U Immortalité aelon le 
Christ by Charles Lambert. It contains a new 
reading of Jewish history wbich, in my eyes, bas 
ali tbe appearance of being true. Now that the 
clerìcal party bas become so powerful and so in- 
tolerant, books of this class appear in shoals and 
sell like bread. The end of ali this may be to a 
certain extent fatai to onr holy relìgion, if the 
women do not come forward to ensure its trìamph 
by refusing to bave anything to do with men who 
are immoral enough not to keep Easter. 

Qood-bye, my dear Panizzi. I wish you were 
bere to fast to-morrow. I intend leaving for Paris, 
if I am able, early in May. 



CLXXXTL 

Cannes, Aprii 22, 1865. 
My DfiAB Panizzi, 

I am a little batter, though stili rather 
melancholy. I purpose being in Paris on Sunday 
week. I hope to find the Countess de Montijo 
there, and should be glad to know that she is in 
Franco now that shots are being fired in Madrid. 
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She has the misfortaoe to possess a house which 
is in itself a strategie position, and has ah*ead j on 
several occasions been oecupied bj the military ; 
during the last oatbreak, f ortunatelj whilst she 
was absent, her friend, G-eneral Concha, was coni- 
pelledtolay siege to it. The Grovernment and 
the Progresista party are at daggers drawn, and 
war between them is the onlj thing possible. 

It amazes me to see the party of progress 
accusmg Narvaez of being a Neo-catholic, which, 
by the way, remìnds me of the f ollowing anecdote. 
On the last oocasion but one thathe was in power 
he carne to a rupture with our Holy Father the 
Pope, and, being a clev^er man and aware of the 
weak point in the Papal armour, he began by 
taking possession of what is called Peter's pence, 
in other words, the money sent to Rome by Spain 
to secare an indulgence from fasting. The whole 
of the money, which amounted to several millions» 
went to enrich his creatures, among ^hom were 
ali the pretty girls of Madrid. One of these last- 
mentioned, an intimate and very religious friend 
of mine, had a pension of eight thousand reals for 
public aermces. 
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Everjthing now depends upon what the armj 
will do. In the last outbreak this mooth it fired 
rìght and left on the respectable public, and if it 
remains loyal tbere will be no revolution, but if 
not, we shall bave the chaste Isabel in Paris. 

So it is ali over with the Confederatesi or, at ali 
events, very nearly so. The next thing to do is 
to pacif j the country, and what measures will Mr. 
Lincoln adopt to effect that ? With a Parliament 
composed of riS-raS, like that of the United 
States, and a Sonate presìded over by a drunken 
tailor, who can say what f oUies we are destined to 
beholdP The worst feature in the case is that 
these asses are in realìty very powerf ul, and dis- 
play on ali occasions an amount of mulish obsti- 
nacy and an utter absence of conscience worthy 
of your petty Italian tyrants of the sixteenth 
century. There are plenty of elements of success 
over there in an age when Providence obstinately 
refuses to work miracles. If I were in the place 
of the Emperor Maximilian, I would lose no 
time in at once enlisting every Irishman and 
Qerman in the Federai Army, in addition to ali 
the other rascals who bave a tasto for fighting« 
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That» I think, would be an admìrable method of 
gaining the respect of bis subjects, and leading 
them to ciyilisation by the shortest road. 

What do you think of the speech of M. Thiers ? 
He pays for the dinner given him by the Emperor 
of Austria by seriously proposing the Austrian 
alliance to France as the most usef ul to her. Thiers 
has a singular faculty for f orgetting ali he has said 
and done as soon as passion takes possession of 
him. He is thoroughly sincere, and is as abso- 
lutely convinced of bis own infallibility as ever 
was the most obstinate of ali the Fopes. 

I am no better pleased with M. Bouher's speech 
but it affords you a proof of how immensely 
powerful elencai ideas are in France. Everybody 
who argues against the temperai power of the 
Pope is looked upon as an Atheist. There are 
some people, very honest and yery enlightened, 
like M. Buffet for instance, who take that for 
gospel. Then come those politicians, or so-called 
politicians, who accept it as an incontestible fact 
that any diminution of Papal territory would be 
a European misf ortune, and an occasion of uni- 
versai war. If this sort of thing goes on, you 
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and I stand a very good chance of being burnt at 
the stake in the market-place. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Will you keep me 
posted up as to your plans for the holidays — yowr 
holidays I mean ? 



CLXXXIII. 

Paris, May 4, 1865. 

My Dear Panizzi, 

I saw M. Fould yesterday, and he seemed 
tolerably well, and not very displeased at the 
march of events. The Orleanists, the Repub- 
licans, and especially the Legitimists, are stili in 
ecstasies over the speech of M. Thiers. He is, 
say they, the foremost statesman in Europe. So 
much for passion. I do not think he over said 
anything better calculated to prove that he is 
entirely destitute of politicai senso. I may add 
that he does not shine any more brilliantly in the 
matter of moral sense. 

My information about the health of Lord 
Palinerston coincides witb yours. Lord Cowley 
told me that he is sufPerìng merely from an attack 
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of gout in the hands, and that he does noi appear 
in public because he will not let anjbody shave 
him but himself. Diplomatists, as you know, are 
not reckoned among the most veracious of man- 
kind. In case the gout lasts or assumes fonnid- 
able proportions, who will be Prime Minister P I 
am told, but I doubt it, that the Queen sent for 
Lord Clarendon, who declined the honour, and 
suggested Lord Stanley. 

Do you not think that too much fuss is being 
made about the death of Mr. Lincoln P He was, 
after ali, only a first second-rate man, as the 
Yankees say, whom you probably would not have 
cared to employ in the Museum; but he was 
worth more than the majority of his fellow- 

fl 

countrymen, and seems to me to have gained by 
dint of being obliged to live amid great events. 
The eulogies pronounced over him in Parliamont 
show how afraid people are of America, and the 
result achieved will be to make these boors more 
impertinent and- overbearing than they are by 
nature. Rest assured that no very long timo will 
elapse before Bngland has to regret her polioy at 
the beginning of the Civil War. 
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Mr. Booth and bis aocomplice are bardened mis- 
creants who could giva Muller any number of 
points in tbe game. Ed. Cbilde told me tbat for 
a whole montb Bootb practised pistol sbooting in 
every position. He tbinks tbat be was not con« 
nected in any way witb tbe Soutberners ; nerer- 
tbelesB, bis Latin quotation, Sic semper tyrannis ! 
ìb tbe motto of Virginia. In ali probability we 
sball witnoss Bome queer doings at tbe bands of 
tbe drunkard wbo is Lincoln's successor. 

Everybody bere is displeased witb tbe Em- 
peror's trip to Algeria. Seeing tbe sigbts tbat be 
will see is too great a risk. Tbe wisest pian 
would bave been to bave lef t it ali to Marsbal 
MacMabon, wbo is a very bonest and sensible 
man — ^two rare qualities as times go. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I bope you are 
baving your sbare of tbe lovely weatber wbicb 
prevails bere, and tbat you are strong and cbeer« 
fui. I wisb I could say as mucb. 
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CLXXXIV. 

Paris, May 12, 1865, 

My Dbab Panizzt, 

Last Monday I breakfasted with our 
hostess of Bìarrìtz and ber son. We tbree alone, 
Sbe asked after you. Sbe is well, and tbe boy is 
extremely gentlemanly and well brougbt up. Tbe 
wbole way of tbe bouse seems cbanged to me. 
Tbey are less gay, but more cairn. I fancy tbat 
during tbe làst year sbe bas leamt mncb about 
men and tbings. A ratber clever sculptor* bas 
executed a rather clever portrait of tbe boy, wbicb 
bas imbued tbe latter witb a desire to dabble in 
day, and be bas produced a portrait of bis fatber, 
wbicb is a tolerable likeness. Tbe moulding is 
yillainous, but tbe appreciation of proportions is 
really extraordinary. 

M. Bigelow, Minister of tbe United States, bas 
made a somewbat favourable impression bere. He 
says veiy f rankly tbat tbey wisb to be at peace witb 
ali tbe world, and tbat, as regards tbe Mexicans, 
tbey wìll leave tbeir neigbbours to cboose wbat- 
eyer sort of Government tbey prefer. Tbe 

* Gaipeaux. 
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Empress asked him what the President meant bj 
sajing, ** If England deals justly with us." M. 
Bigelow replied that the justice thej exp^cted 
was the reimbursement of a hundred million 
dollars, the sum at which they value the damage 
caused to Federai commerce by the Confederate 
cruisers fitted out in England. 

Now that so much fuss ìs being made, and so 
many complimentary thìngs said, about the death 
of Mr. Lincoln, now that the Queen of England 
and the Empress are writing to his widow with 
their own white hands, what do you suppose will 
be the presumption of these quefer mortals, who 
already look upon tl.emselves as mustard-makers 
to the Pope? You may expect ali sorts of 
monstrous insolence. Lincoln was a poor devil, 
not destitute of common sense, who in four years 
had learnt a thing or two. You may take it for 
granted that the weakness of Lord Palmerston 
and his ridiculous fears will soon be keenly felt 
and dearly paid for. This senile policy, which con*» 
sists of living from hand to mouth and postpon- 
ing ali great questions, invariably ends tragically, 

Thiers is evideutly leaning towards aseparation 
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from bis friends, and a closer connection with the 
Clericals and the Faubourg Saint-Germain. He is, 
like most people of hutnble orìgin, very amenable 
to the flatterìes of the aristocracy, and the 
Faubourg Saint-Germain does not let him bave 
them cheap. He is courted assiduouslji and 
people who wouid probably bang him if they carne 
into power again, flatter him in the most sbameful 
way. He is puffed up with it ali, and bis women- 
folk are stili more so. The common people are 
beginning to sbrug their shoulders over bis 
theories, and cali him a dotard. I doubt bis being 
elected for Paris in the event of a fresh election. 
As for me, I never heard anjthing more stupid 
than bis argument in favour of the tempora! 
power, based on the liberty necessary for Catho- 
licism. Catholicism needs a foreign Sovereign ; 
ergOf the Pope must be a Sovereign. But, he 
might be answered, the Bomans, unfortunately, 
do not possess a foreign Sovereign. In short, the 
whole tbing is foolishness, and yet it passes 
muster and holds good with plenty of idiots. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Get better, and 
keep up your spirits. 
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CLXXXV. 

Paris, May 19, 1866. 

Mt Dear Panizzi, 

Madame de Monti jo has arrìTod bere 
suffering from a severe cold, and ber sight is 
worse than when you were at Biarrìtz. For any 
one as active as sbe is, that ìs a great mìsf ortune ; 
bui sbe bears it courageously, and manages so 
well tbat many people are quite ignorant of ber 
infirmity. Tbe Conde de las Navas and bis wife 
are witb ber, botb in good bealtb, and making 
many enquirìes about you. 

Wbat do you tbink of tbe bundred tbousand 
doUars offered by President Jobnston? Tbese 
wretobed Yankee cads will sbortly treat botb you 
and US to some fine spluttering. 

Tbere is a growing idea that tbe Carps Légis* 
latif will refuse to pass tbe budget for extra- 
ordinary works, Fould, wbo was very strongly 
opposed to tbe measure wben it was brougbt for- 
ward, bas committed the blunder of subsequently 
seeking means to put it in operation and render 
it possible. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. You know tbat 
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Libri is a man of the sixteenth century who 
trasts nobody, resembling in that respect Ben- 
venuto Cellini, who tumed ali the comers of the 
streets ali * largo. 
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Paris, May 23, 1865. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I am very sorry to bear your account 
of Lady Zetland. She was — for I fear she must 
be spoken of in the past tense — one of those 
women of whom none are lef t, distinguished, in- 
terested in everything, and speaking well on ali 
subjects* Àlthough I saw very little of her, I 
liked her far better than many with whom I was 
on more intimate terms. When you see Lord 
Zetland, or any of tbe family, teli them, please, 
how thoroughly I sympathise with them in their 
misfortnne. 

I bave always forgotten to reply to your ques- 
tion about the journey of Madame de Montijo to 
England, principally because I do not believe in 
it, and shall not until it takes place. But it is 
trae that there is some talk about it. She wishes 
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to spend a week in London, and then a fortnìght 
at some castle, I forget whose, in Scotland. 

Before leaving this subject, teli me, hetween 
you and me^ frankly what you tbink of the 
journey and the follovring circumstances. She is 

to Hpend a week at the house of Madame , 

in London. Madame Ì3 yery rich, but, if I 

am not mistaken, does not move in the best 
society. Her husband has a Jemsh look about 
him which is not prepossessing. She is not 
wanting in intelligence, but is a horrible gossip. 
Of ali houses, this, to my idea, is the very last I 
should wish her to choose. Nobody can enlighten 
US on this point so well as you can. However, I 
do not think the journey will come o£E ; in the 
flt«Mt placOi hor daughter will not be in a hurry to 
Ifit hor go; secondly, she probably shares my 
opinion on the matter ; and, lastly, if the Court 
iriinM io Fontainobleau, Biarritz, or elsewhere, that 
wniiM ho a very naturai way out of the difficulty. 

Tho oiily thing talked of bere is Prince 
NnpolootrH latoHt freak, and hisspeech at Ajaccio, 
whioh \\m boon so strangely commented on by 
lini Opinion Nationalc. The Begent is blamed 
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for not haying held him in with a tighter rein. 
She feared lest she should seem to be judging 
ber own cause, but she sbould bave remembered 
tbat, in addition to ber cause, tbere is tbat of ber 
busband, ber son, and ourselves. Wbat opinion 
can be formed of us abroad, and wbat ezplanatìon 
can jou give of tbe fact tbat tbe first Prince of 
tbe blood unfolds intentions and preacbes a 
policy diametrically opposed to tbat of tbe Emperor 
and tbe Empire P 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. I will pay you a 
visit as soon as. I can; but you know tbat I do 
not go to London for tbe dinners and entertain- 
ments of society. 



CLXXXVn. 

Paris, June 2, 1865. 

My Dear Panizzi, 

I bad not mucb difficulty in making 
Madame de Montijo understand tbat, if sbe went 
to London, sbe would do well to cboose anotber 
posada^ and I fancy sbe will give up ali idea of 
tbe journey, on wbicb, by-the-way, sbe bas not 
yec consulted ber daugbter. M. de Flabaut, 
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whose advice I asked, thoroughly agrees with 
you. 

What do you thìnk of the Emperor*s letter, 
the Prince's, and the whole affair ? Almost every- 
body ìs jubilant; some because they detest his 
Highness, others because they think that the 
family quarrel weakens the Empire. For my part, 
I agree with the idea of the First Napoleon/ that 
dirty linen should be washed at home, and I regret 
that the Regent did not ia the first place keep a 
tight haud on the Prince, and, f urther, that the 
Emperor did not cali upon him to resign his post 
of Privy Councillor by means of a letter which 
should not bave been published. This combina- 
tion^ it seems to me, would bave set everything 
straight, and would not bave caused such a 
scandal as has been brought about by the method 
actually adopted. But what is the use of talking 
of what is done and over ? 

How will the elections go ? Will Lord Palmer-' 
ston win the day ? Will he stay in office if he 
has a majority in the House P Are you aware 
that the claim of the United States is none the 
less disagreeable because it is polite, and that it 
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may hare a tragic endìng so far as concems those 
fellows who are besieging the Oongress. 

Olir Mexican business does not improve, and 
the peace declared in the United States is not cal- 
cnlated to aid in settling it. Mr. Bigelow, Mr. 
Johnston's Minister, is most pacific, and promises 
not only not to support intervention, but even to 
prevent it. So long as filibusters alone have tó 
be dealt with, the evil will not be serious. 

With US, so far as the interior is conoerned, 
there is something like a subsidenoej or, at least, 
a tendency towards moderation, on the part of the 
two extremes. The Orleanists and Legitimists 
are showing a disposition to combine only with 
the Clericals, and the ** Beds '* look like convert- 
ing themselyes into a troublesome, but not a 
factiotis, Opposition. It is by no means certain 
that the Ooyemment will be the gainers by this, 
for they are on an incline where to stop is difficult, 
and, whatever they may do, it is probable that 
parliamentary influence will continue to increase. 
Will that be an adrantage, or not? I do not 
know. Thiers is cajoled by the Faubourg Saint- 
Germain, and his women-folk are in ecstasies 

¥0L« n. V 
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over entertaining ducliesses. I am not widiout 
hope that one of these fine days eyerybody will 
flock to Eafiter Communion, by way of showing a 
title to nobility. 

I see by your last letter that you are not rery 
well. I am in much the same state. We bave 
had a suooession of thunder storms, which haye 
f atigued me. 

The decline of England goes on apace. We 
bear that a French borse bas won the Derby at 
Epsom. It is also reported that a respectable 
public endeavoored to do for the victor ; but pre- 
oautions had been taken, and he was escorted by 
a set of pugilists at so much per fist. 



CLXXXVnL 

Paris, June 5, 1365. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

You know that I am not wanting in 
the will to pay you a visit, but I fear our Session 
will be rather more prolonged than I anticipated. 
I run the risk, moreover, of an invitation to 
Fontainebleau. Nothing is yet decided about this 
latter trip. 



tata 
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The Emperor appears to bave derived so mucli 
benefit from bis outìng tbat be ìs in no burry to 
come back. He bas pusbed bis exoursion as far 
as tbe desert, f or tbe purpose of baving a look at 
tbeBoman antìquitieSyand baving bis boots cleaned 
by tbe beards of tbe Arabs. He is not ezpected 
in Paris before tbe 14tb of tbis montb. Tbere 
are people wbo believe tbat, wben be does come 
back, be and Prince Napoleon will embrace eacb 
otber, and ali will eitber be over or arranged. 
Tbe Prince, more tban anjbodj else, appears to 
tbink so. If sucb a tbing sbould come to pass, 
as is not impossible, taking into consideration tbe 
good nature of tbe Emperor, it would be depIor« 
able policy, and would render tbe publication of 
tbe lettor more tban over regretable. However, 
just now, I do not tbink sucb a conclusion pos* 
sible ; but it may, unfortunately, be probable in a 
few montbs' time. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzì. Take care of your- 
self, and do not worry yourself. 
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CLXXXTX, 

Paris, Jane 7, 1805. 

Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

If you go to Italy, halt Iiere on your 
way. Tou will find mine but an indifferent house 
wherein to siay, and we shall live like students 
and drink tawny port. Should you come to 
Paris at the beginning of July, you would do well 
to bring a pair of trousers in your portmanteau, 
so as to be in readiness for Fontainebleau, 
whither you are sure to be invited. If you care 
about my society, I shall be ready to go with you 
to Italy, especially if you are uvilling to pass 
through Switzerland or (Jermany. What do you 
say to that P 

I went to a ball the night before last, and 
chatted for a quarter of an hour with the Regent 
de rebus omnibus et qutbusdam alm ; I f ound her 
yery determined. I hope the Emperor is equally 
so. Plenty of people doubt it, and predict a re- 
conciliation between the cousins. If that should 
come to pass, it would be the most deplorable and 
most ridiculous thingin the world. 

The circular of Lord Russell on the subject of 



mm^mm^m^mmmmmmmf'mf^^^tmf^^v^^^i^^^^^^^ i ini ■_■ J"Jl 



L1STTBR8 OF FBOSPEB MÉBIMÉB. 69 

the Confederate oruisers seems to me to be want- 
ing in dignity; but the Yankees are decidedly 
pre-emìnent — the great nation. AU the others 
fiing small. Lord Russell treated the Emperor of 
Bussia to epigrams at the time of the last Polish 
insurrection. He is more polite with the most 
boorish people in the world. What next P 

Good-bje, my dear Panizzi. Madame de 
Montìjo has not come to anj decision as regards 
lier joumey — at ali events, not officially. When 
I first spoke to her about it, she told me that she 
had given up the idea, but that she did not want 
to saj so too soon. Besides, when the Emperor 
retums, she will probablj go to Fontainebleau f or 
a few dajs. She wishes to be at Carabanchel for 
August, so, jou see, she will have to make baste 
if she intends making anj stayin London and 
Scotland. 



cxo. 

Paris, June 14, 1865. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

Here nobody believes in the Prince's 
accident. They will have it that he has invented 



70 LBTTEBS OF FBOSPEK MÉBIMÉE. 

the fall for the purpose of induoìng the Emperor 
to go and see him. Bizio assures me that he 
reallj has had a fall; It appears certain that 
the Emperor has written him another letter — 
not for publication this time — ^which Ì8 worse than 
the first. 

I am writing in a great hurry, so as not to miss 
the post. Thanks to the fine weather, I have 
been tolerablj well for some days. I hope you 
are equally so, and that your idea of retirement 
is not yet final. 



CXCI. 

Paris, Jane 23, 1865. 

Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

The day before yesterday I dined at 
the Tuileries with the Grand Duchess Marie de 
Leuchtenberg, daughter of the late Nicholas. Ten 
years ago she must have been the most per- 
fectly beautiful woman imaginable. She stili 
has a profile like a medal of Syracuse. She is 
yery charming, and spends a lot of money. 

The master of the house is as strong as a 
borse ; he is ten years younger, and in capital 
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apiritfiu He was so on Wednesdaj, at ali eveiits, 
though he Iiad seen hìs cousin on the previous 
evening. The most evident result of the inter- 
view is that the aforesaìd cousin has received 
permission to go and make hay in Swìtzerland. 
He is reported to have dismissed part of his 
hoasehold, as if he intended to take to a 
philosopher's life. Let us be «thankful fior small 
inercieB. 

Your favourite, the Prince Imperiai, whom 
you would not recognise, so much has he grown 
and filled out, has a most extraordinary talent for 
Bculpture. An artist, named Garpeaux, who has 
plenty of talent, executed a bust of him. When 
the Prinoe saw him moulding it out of the day, 
he naturally wanted to have a finger in the pie, 
and did a likeness of his father, whioh is atro- 
ciously like him ; but, though it is put together 
like a doli made out of bread crumbs, the regard 
to proportions is remarkable. He has also dono 
a combat between a cavalry man and a foot« 
soldier, which is full of movement. Tou can see 
at once that he knows how to manage a borse and 
has leamt the bayonet exercise. But his most 
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extraordinaiy work is the poiirait of bis tafsor» M. 
Monnier, whom you like so muolu Yoa woald 
reoognise it, I assure you, from one end of the 
court of the British Museum to the other. Not 
only has he hit off the features, but he has 
caaght the expressìon. The genius of the man 
18 thoroughly reyealed in his eyes, uose» and 
moastaches. I am certain that there are few 
professional sculptors who could hare suooeeded 

80 welL 

The Emperor has given us a fìlli account of 
hi8 trìpi which seems to have enchanted him. Do 
you not tliink it extraordinary that, after having 
limi fotir or Ave thousand men killed by the Chris- 
iifiii^i n^tU^r having had many of their women out- 
rM|{M<Ìi nft^r having lost their independence, 
himI 1 iti) ftot know how many other itema^ the 
AruiiM MhtMild luivo given such a cordial reception 
lo iJiM lumlcir of tho poople who have dono ali 
IJiIn. IIìn MuJoNty wont into the desert with 
tWMUIy Kronohtnuu ni most, and stayed forty- 
ulght hours in tho midat of from fifteen to 
tiWonty thoiuaiul Sahariana, who let off their 
guns ubout lìis oars (thoir mode of salutation) and 
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deaned bis boots wìth theìr beards. Not a single 
One among tliem showed any ìnclinatìon towards 
revenge. Oxen roasted whole were presented to 
him; he had ostrìclies, and I know not what 
other impossible beasts to eat, and everywhere he 
was receiyed as a well-beloved Sovereign. He is 
very proud of it» and pleased wìthal. He asked 
afteryou. 



CXCIL 

Paris» June 26, 1865. 
Mt Deab Pakizzi, 

Catherine de Medici said to Henry 
ni., after the death of the Due de Guise, Bien 
coupé ; à présente il a^agit de coudre. To teli you 
the truth, I shall not believe in your resignation 
until it is accepted, and, without flattering you, I 
do not believe that the Minister exists who would 
not go out of his way to retain you. Mr. Glad- 
stone — who, I believe, is your Minister — ^will exert 
himself more than anyone, and the more so 
because you do not leave behind you a single 
person who can replace you. I repeat, f or there 
is no such thing as flattery between us; I 
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repeat, and you know it as well as I do, that yòu 
bave nobody who can possibly replaoe you — to 
Bay nothiDg of there not being in the three king- 
doms another man who stonds so well wìth society 
and is in sach favour with ali parties. I do not 
see wbat reply you could make to Mr. Gladstone, 
were he to say to you — ^^ You are placing us in a 
great difficulty. Have patience, and educate a 
successor for us." My hope is that, in this 
struggle — ^in which, I conf ess, I shall not be sorry 
to see you worsted — ^you will lay down oertain 
conditions which wiU enable yóu to have more 
play and less work. You have quite as much 
right as a bishop has to a coadjutor. In any 
case, I await news of you with impatience. 

I forget if I said anything to you about 
Madame de Montijo's eyes. She is threatened 
with cataract, and, besides that, with another 
disease called glaucoma, or glaucosa. W e have 
hew a very clever oculist, the inventor of an in- 
stniment by means of which you can see into the 
iutorior of an eye as easUy as you can look at a 
rUu\ He says that, if she does not submit to 
*r. oiM?«tion at once, she will be incurably blind. 
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She receìyed this sentence mach more calmly 
than we anticipated^ and I think that she is re- 
signing herself to it with a good grace. Her 
general state of health, moreover, is good. 
Eere you have one more plea against the 
English trip ; but, in any case, it was useless, as 
you know. 

I am reading that frightful history by Oarlyle, 
and I am continually tempted to throw the hook 
out of the window. It bears evidence of research 
and labour ; but its pretentiousness is unbearable, 
and its presumption is overweening. 

The managers of the Journal dea Savanta have 
upset ali my caloulations by asking me to write 
an artiole on UHistoire de Oésar. I am in the 
same fix with these managers that you are with 
your trustees. They appeal to my feelings, and 
ask me f or the artiole in question as a seryice to 
the Journal and themselves. I am, consequently, 
compelled to givo way dimittendo auriculum ut 
iniqticB m ontis asellus. Can you teli me whether 
a good artiole on the work has appeared in any 
English Review, or, at ali events, any artiole 
which has made a sensation in the civilised 



1 
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world P And, in tbat case, wìll you kìndly 
point it out to me? You will be doing me a 
great servìce. 

M. de Flahaut left for London three days ago. 
I do not know whether he intends stayìng any 
time there. He asked me to go and see Scotland 
with him, but that is rather a ** far crj ** for an 
asthmatic individuai. 



cxonL 

Paris, July 3, 1865. 
Mt Deab Pakizzi, 

I dined on Fridaj last at the Tuileries, 
where their Majesties made many enquiries after 
you. The Empress had heard something about 
your retirement, and questioned me very closely. 
She wished to know if you had any cause of com- 
plaint or displeasure. I replied that I knew of 
no reason except that you had been hard at work 
for many a long day, and that it was only 
naturai that you should wish for repose ; that, 
apart from this, so far from being displeased, you 
were "monarch of ali you surveyed" in the 
Museum ; that you carried your points after the 
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most despotic fashion, even te banishing the 
gorilla, under the pretext that jou did not oon- 
sider him good-looking enough. Yaraigne also 
made many enquiries about you, as did Madame 
de la Poèze. 

The Emperor is remarkablj well, and looks five 
jears younger. He has just written a very in- 
teresting pamphlet on Algeria. He has sent it, 
almost mysteriously, to several people. It is a 
very lively, thoroughly well reasoned, and, as far 
as I can judge, unanswerable criticism on the 
policy pursued in Algeria, and the administration 
of the war in connection with the Colony. It can 
only be answered in one way. Why say that 
your yalet is no longer able to do his workP 
Engagé another and teli him what he has to do. 
Moreover, both as regards style and logie, he has 
neyer dono anything better. 

Qood-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of 
yourself, and keep up your spirits if you can. 



1 
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CXCIV. 

Paris, July 9, 1865. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

The Bmperor leaves on Wednesday f or 
Plombières, and the Empress will in ali proba- 
bility betake herself at the same time to Fontaine- 
bleau, but quite alone. Later on, when the 
Emperor has finished his inspection of the Camp 
at Ch&lons, she intenda, so I bear, to go to 
Biarritz. 

Paris is emptyin g quiokly ; the beat is tropical, 
and if you bave to cross the bridges you must 
carry an umbrella as at Cannes. I suppose the 
temperature of London is much the same, and 
you must find the evenings pleasant enough in 
your garden. 

Mademoiselle Marguerite Libri writes to teli me 
about the stupefaction produced in the British 
Museum by the announcement of your retirement, 
and the hopes and fears caused by your probable 
successors. The most important point is to 
prevent yourself regretting your workshop over- 
much, and, for that purpose, you should set to 
work as soon as possible on some hook or other — 
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" History of My Own Life." " England and the 
Bnglish." These are two works I suggest to, you, 
or else make a coUection of sonnets, or a treatise 
de omnibiLS rehìis et quisbusdam cUtis. The great 
difficulty is the passing from slavery to f reedom, 
and the transitìon must be carried out with care. 
You have only to tum your eyes towards what is 
taking place with the negroes in the United 
States. 

You appear to be bent upon living in England. 
Although it is a matter open to much discussion, 
I am inclined to agree with you, because, with 
your habits^ you will be at home there. I am not 
Bure that you would be comf ortable in Italy or 
elsewhere. And, besides, people who have arrived 
at our time of life are not very fond of agitation, 
and I have my doubts about the peace of Europe 
during the last years of our lives. Revolution has 
nowhere said its last word ; that it will cross the 
Channel I firmly believe, but that will not be for 
many a long day, when we shall be past caring 
about it. 

Lord Palmerston does not seem at ali disposed 
to resign. He wants to die with his portfolio 
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under bis arm, and I fanc^ bis wiah wiD be 
rraliMod. It Ì8 a pleasant life, but tbere are otiber 
things pleasanter. I fear be will get up irom tbe 
t4ibIo too late and at a tiine wben be wìll not be 
r^Kin^ttod. 

You do not mention tbe elections. I anticipate 
n Hnudo nimoat similar to tbat wbicb is dead and 
^>tiO| a little more cowardlj, perbape, and a little 
ftnulor of monej and peace. 

(1o(Hl«byei my dear Panizzi. I am going to tbe 
titbmry to^morrow* to discover tbe wbereabonts 
{\t {\\e portrait of tbe Infante of Portagal. 



CXOV. 

Paris, July 16, 1865. 

My tlKAH Panizzi, 

t dlmll leaye on Tnesday or Wednesday, 
Hiut i^lmtt bo in London towards eleven o'clock at 
\\\^\\{t If I can get away on Tuesday I will write 
io you to-inorrow so tbat you may receive my 
U^ttoi* {\\\ Tuondny morning. In any case you may 
vuly \i)U)n iny appoaring on Thursday. 

l Hpont liuit ovoning witb tbe Condesa de 
Moutijo, wbo Ì8 going on well. She no longer 
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wears a black bandage over ber eyes, and sbe is 
allowed to remain in ber room and talk. Greater 
courage and patience tban sbe has displayed would 
be an impossibility. 

Tbe Prìnce Imperiai bas been and, I fear, is not 
at ali wel], wbicb bas caused tbe Emperor and 
Empress great anxietj and bas compelled tbem 
to postpone tbeir journey. He bas been suSering 
from a feverisb attack, but I am told tbat tbe 
feyer bas abated, and tbat be was mucb better 
last nigbt. I am going to see tbe Countess 
directly and I wìll send you tbe bulletin in a post- 
script. 

Prince Napoleon is eitber in Ireland or on bis 
way tbitber, on board a fine man-of-war. How- 
ever, be pretends tbat be is no longer a Prince, and 
be bas dismissed bis bousebold. He bas not lost 
one fartbing of bis . personal emoluments, so tbat 
tbe economical fit seems ratber extraordinary. A 
Prince ougbt not to be too steady, more especially 
wben be bas ambitious yiews. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I leave ali gossip 
until our first téte-à'téte, wbicb will be very soon. 

P.S. — Tbe news tbis morning is not unfavour- 

VOL. IL a 
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able. The Frince Ì8 almost free from feyer, and 
is begÌDuing to show 8ÌgQS of an appetite. Never- 
theless, I do not think that tbere is any certaiDty 
about bis being in a convalescent state. I will 
give you tbe latest news to-morrow, but do not 
saj a word about the illness. The Countess con- 
tinues to make rapid progress. 



CXOVL 

Paris, September Z, 1865. 

My Dear Fanizzi, 

I spent the whole of Thursday at the 
office of the Journal des Savants and at the 
Academy. The report of Ponsard's* illness was 
a fabrication, and if death does not put in an 
appearance among the body of immortals within 
twenty-seven days, I shall be well out of the busi- 
ness. I could not catch Madame de Montijo on 
Friday. Yesterday I went to dine .with her, and 
did not forget to give her your compliments. 

Here is the invoice of the Neuchatel accident : 

* By the Rule6 of the Academy, the acting Director, when any of 
hi8 coUeagues was on the point of death, was charged wìth receivìng 
the suooesaor of the deoeased. Mérimée was then Director of the 
Academy 
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Madame de Montebello, a broken arm ; Mademoi- 
selle Bouvet, one rìb and her ooUar-bone broken, 
to say nothing of spitting blood, which has been go- 
ing on f or several days . She is out of danger now, 
but is ordered to keep ber bed f or a f ortnight or so. 
The footman who prevented the oarriage in which 
these ladies were seated f rom coming into coUision 
with that of the Emperor (which would bave 
toppled over down a declivity of fifty feet on to 
the roofs of thehousesin Neuchatel), this footman 
sustained a compound fracture of one foot, and at 
first there was an idea of amputating it, but 
Nélaton managed so well that the poor devil was 
spared that» and will be let off with about six 
weeks' enforced rest, bis leg being meanwhile 
encased in an inflexible boot made of dextrine. 
The Princesse Anna got off more cheaply than the 
others, her injuries being confìned to a contusion 
on the cheek and another on the tempie. 

M. de Talleyrand recommended an absence of 
zeal. The people of Neuchatel displayed any 
amoant of it. They gave the Emperor fresh 
horses which had never been driven, and instead 
of putting coachmen on the box, some gentlemen 



84 LETTEBS OF PfiOSFEB MÉBIMÉE. 

handled the reins. It was purely by a miracle 
that they were not ali preoipitated sixty feet into 
space when the whistle of an engine caused the 
horses to take f right . The Empress retumed to 
Fontaìnebleau to-day with the Princesse Anna. I 
believe the others who are hurt will remain at 
Switzerland for some days. They are, however, 
going on well. 

I am both sorry and glad, my dear Panizzi, 
that you miss me. I assure you that my lonely 
dinners are very duU. I hurry through my repast 
in five or six minutes ; and, whilst on the subject 
of eating, I cannot help saying that I think you 
are oruel, after haying fattened me up as they do 
geese, by taking advantage of their greediness, to 
reproach me with not having done justice to your 
cuisine^ which is worthy of Balthazar. Besides, 
ali my friends consider that I must haye done 
ampie justice to it. During my absence Miss 
Lagden has procured me the bow of a Tartar 
chief, who was unlucky enough to be killed at 
Palikao. In strength and stifFness it is a worthy 
pendant to the bow of TJlysses. Well, thanks to 
your corned bcef, I bent it at the first essay. 
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Tou will bave seen that M. de Walewski has 
been appointed President of the Gorps Législatif. 
He was elected almost unanimously for bis 
Department, but bis election was not verified by 
tbe Chambery and it seems to me tbat, consti- 
tutionally speaking, be is not yet a Deputy. But 
be needed botb tbe residence and tbe salary, and 
to ask is to bave now-a-days. 

Tbere are a few cases of cbolera in Paris, but 
not of an epidemie cbaracter. The beat is 
dreadful during tbe day, thougb tbe nights are 
very cool. Tbe melons and peaches are excellent, 
and tbere is no difficulty about getting a stomach- 
ache. • A word by tbe way. It appears that the 
cbolera at Marseilles is not one whit more virulent. 

My article in tbe Journal des Savants bas been 
passed, nemine contradicente. It will appear on 
the Ist of October. Oousin was very much 
pleased with it. I saw tbe Duchesse Colonna the 
day before yesterday, and she desired to be re- 
membered to you. 

Madame de Montijo's sigbt is rather better. 
She goes out without spectacles and is well 
pleased with ber sligbt improvement. 



86 LETIEBS OF PEOSPEB MÉBIMÉB. 

The fètes at Brest and Portsmouth are not 
relished bj the Opposition. Its stalkìng-horse is 
the re-establishment of the old Provinces and the 
destruction of the very usef ul work of the Oon- 
yention, which, when ìt invented the Departments» 
strengtbened the national unitj. It oould not 
perpetrate anything more foolish or ridiculous, 
but hate is blind. Broglio, Ouizot, 6 tatti quanti^ 
are band and giove in this brilliant idea. Thiers 
lets them bave their way without signìf jing bis 
approvai. 

AH the Ministers are out of town. Their 
Majesties also. There is no longer any govem- 
ment, but everything is perfectly quiet. The 
Emperor will leave for Biarritz on the 5th or 6th, 
and on the 12th the Queen of Spaio may, possibly, 
ask you for a bed. As for me, until I bave 
oorrected my proofs, I am not a f ree agent. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I am afraid of 
beooming too poetical or too missùh if I were to 
teli you how much I think of you, of our present 
solitude, and of our past pleasant evenings. 
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OXOVIL 
Paris, September 6, 1865. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I received your lettor this morning. 
The footman, who saved their Majesties, and in 
whom you were so much interested, died the day 
before yesterday. The Emperor, as well as the 
Emprees, was very muoli affected by Ma death. 
They leave f or Biarritz this evening. Mademoiselle 
Bouvet is not going on very favourably, and there 
is much uneasiness f elt on her account. Madame 
de Montebello is better, but is stili in great paìn. 

At Fontainebleaa they are in good health, and 
persevering in their good resolutions. The up- 
shot of the line of conduct which has been laid 
down is as f oUows : — ^No more Eugénie, nothing 
but the Empress. I regret and admire. In addi- 
tion, a renewal of confidence and friendship on 
both sides. 

The alliance of the hostile parties is becoming 
closer and closer, and so long as destruction is 
the order of the day, they will be on the best of 
terms. The recent elections were carried by a 
combination of the Legitimists, Orleanists, and 
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Republicana. The three miaorìties woa the 
daj. It most be added tbat Persìgnj, bj filling 
the Clip to OTerflowing od the occasion of the lutp 
general electioD, put Government CAodìdates 
almoet cut of the field. The moment jon tdl a 
Frenchman to do a tbing, he refnses, altfaoagfa ìt 
ma/ be the very thiag he most wanta to do. I 
am told that M. de la Valette has irrìtten a Teiy 
remarkabltì memorandum to the Emperor on this 
subjeot. To point out the evil is easy ; the 
dìffioolty is to disoorer a remedj. 

There seems to be muoh uneasioess in ItaAy in 
oooneotion with the elections. Mazzini and joor 
friend Garibaldi are reported to be preparìng 
60TUO stupendous folly, which maj tum ont to be 
disastrous. Seeiog that Fraooe and England are 
more «nited than thej bave over been, ìt would 
ho ju»b as well ìf they both used the same 
laiiffiingu io Itnly. Do not jou thìnk that if the 
oloctora follow the same tactÌC3 as in France, that 
Ì8 to stiy, if the Mazzioians and the Fapists unitei 
a vory dangerous Chamber may reault? Is 
it true that M. Lanza retired because of a pro- 
position to oonolude a secret Treaty with Austria 
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on the basìs of mutuai disarmament ? Sartiges, 
who arrived* in Paris a few days ago, has great 
expectations of the evacuation of Bome being 
«ccomplished without obstruotion, and of the 
Pope becoming tractable at the last moment. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I saìd ali that 
was proper on your behalf to the Comtesse de 
Montijo and her nephew and nieoe. Everybody, 
including the Duchesse de Malakof , is going on 
as well as can be expected. I leave you to correct 
my article.* I am told that I ought to bave a 
special proof pulled for the per usai of bis Majesty ? 
What do you think ? This kind of thing to me 
sayours of familiarity^ but we are living under a 
democratic monarchy. 



OXOVIIL 

Paris, September 10, 1865. 
My Dkab Pakizzi, 

You will be glad to bear that the 
Emperor's footman is not dead, as I was told at 
the Ministry of State. He is better, and amputa- 
tion will not be necessary. The remainder of 

• On tbe Fte de Cé$ar, for the Journal de$ Sfavante. 
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those n'ho were hort are going on as well as 
pcssible. The Frìncesse Anna ìs in Paris. I 
went to her house to write my Dame, and I added 
a line to aay hov sorry yoa were to bear of ber 
accìdent Have I done nght ? 

Another Prìncess, the Princesse Mathilde, with 
irhom I dined on Thursday, desired to be re* 
membered to yon. 

What you teli me about Lord Palmenton is 
Tery sad. Bnt why does be mah to die on tbe 
field of battleP Do you think his gloiy will be 
the greater for another Seasion? Perhaps he 
ìmagines that bis preseoce will be a aupport to 
tbe Liberal party. That reminds me of the poem 
ofAntar." When the bero dies his frienda tie 
the corpse on his horse's back, aod thns frighten 
tboir enemies. I am much obliged to you for 
^ftVÌTig meTitioned me to her ladyahip. 

'l'Ilo Oonde de las Navas bas left for Madrid. I 
ilo iK)t kiiov yet what tbe Comtesse de Montijo 
will (lo ; 1 think ahe will go to Biarritz on the re- 
turn oi tlie Queen to Zarauz. 

TluTO ia not a native cat left in Paris, bnt, by 
Miiy of uompeosatioD, foreignere awarm ali over 
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it« At every tum one is asked the way to the 
Falais-Boyal in German or British gibberish. 

M. de Goltz, the Prussian Minister, is at Biarritz, 
as great a fire-eater as ever. I cannot under- 
stand his being received after his Minister's nephew 
having broken the head of a Strasburg man, jour 
Queen's cook; In days of yore the manner in 
whioh justice is dispensed in Prussia would bave 
brought about some curious oomplications. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take oare of 
yourself , and drink nothing that is not cold ; it is 
decidedly the best form of happiness as times go« 



OXOIX. 

Paris, September 12, 1865. 
Mt Dbab Pakizzi, 

I went yesterday with Madame de 
Montijo to see the Princesse Anna. Her cheeks 
are symmetrical onoe more. She has stili a red 
mark on the cbeek-bone whicb received the blow, 
and one of her eyes is slightly discoloured. She 
gave US a yery charming account of the accident. 
She cannot remember how she fell; she only 
recoUecte having seen the Swiss Colonel, who was 



92 lETTEBS OF PB03PER MÌEDIÌB. 



drìvìng the horses, up in the air far abore her 
head. When she was picked up she was on her 
kneea holding her head between her hands. She 
was then carried into a shop, where Daperrey 
found her, and she aftenrards walked to where the 
Empress was, and spoke to her ; at least^ so she 
was told, for she was not conscions of what she 
did, and it was not nntil three or foor hours 
after the accident that she realized what had 
happened. 

The Swìss doctors took it into their heads to 
change Mademoiselle Bouvet's dress, and in so 
doing they displaced the coUar-bone which Nélaton 
had set. It is feared tbat she will alwajrs have a 
slight swelling just at the top of the bust you saw 
and admired so maoh. She is going on tolerably 
woU, however, and there is every hope of her 
boing ablo to be brougbt to Paris in a fortnight's 
timo. Madame de Montebello also is on the high 
road to recovery. • The Princesse Anna will pro- 
bnbly go to Biarritz in a few days. 

Tlio brother of the Comtesse X., a young man 
of abolii thirty, and, I think, your companion in 
th0 MOiUit of La Rune, cut his throat the other 
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day. He was about to be marrìedy and had 
hiraself made choice of a rather pretty girl. He 
took the precaution of receiving the sacrament, 
and then went to bed with a crucifix in bis left 
handy and in bis right the razor with which he did 
the deed. Salute a noi. 

I presented M. Cousin to Madame de Montijo, 
yesterday. They appear to bave been mutually 
pleased with each other. He is stili of the right 
way of thinking, aud deplores the foUies of bis 
whilom friends. 

What takes M. de Bismark to Biarritz ? There 
ìs no doubt about bis going there. The Alsatians 
considered tbemselves ali outraged in the person 
of the cook whose skiill the Comte d'Eulembourg 
broke. They are drawing up a petition to the 
Sonate, which will be embarrassing. If we were 
younger the outcjome of ali this might be serious. 
In my opinion, if the Emperor would only speak 
flbarply to M. de Qoltz, so as to render the 
Frussians uneasy, he would score a great success 
among the populace. 

I saw M. de Sartiges yesterday. He is afraid 
of the Bomans and the Mazzinians making fools 



94 LETTEBS OF FBOSPEB MÉBIMÉE. 

of themselyes as soon as ever the evacuation haB 
taken place. Acoording to him, eyerything 
depends upon the forthcoming eleotions, the 
result of whìch, he thinks, is rather uncertain. 
The great misfortune is a want of men, a failing 
which appears uniyersal in the nineteenth century. 

Rumour has it that theverification of Walewski's 
eleotion will be strenuously opposed, and that it 
took place before he had resigned bis post as 
Senator. The beggar is so f ond of money that 
hedid not send in bis resignation, lest, if he were 
not elected, he should lose bis thirty thousand 
francs. 

The Comte X., recently deceased at Rome, and 
Cardinal of I do not know where, has left ali bis 
fortune to bis Secretary, whom he loved as 
Shakespeare loved the Oount of Pembroke. Im- 
mense disappointment on the part of bis sisters. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I bave placed 
you at the feet of Princesses, Countesses, &c., 
&c., ali of whom send their compliments and 
thanks. 
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OC. 
Biarritz, September 21» 1865. 

Mt Deab Pànizzi, 

I was summoned bere bj telegram, 
and I had so manj things to do before starting 
that I was not able to write you a line. I travelled 
with M. de Persigny, who is on bis way to Spain. 

Everybody is well, except the Empress, who 
stili suffers slightly f rom ber throat. I am af raid 
the sea air is not very good for ber. The Emperor 
and the Prinoe Imperiai are perfectly well. The 
Frìnce has grown, and bis face bas become rather 
longer. He is stili as active and as gentlemanly as 
' when you saw bim last. He enquired after you, 
and so did their Majesties, wbo also bave a 
hundred and fifty times asked the " reason why " 
of your retirement. I told tbem that you had 
turned lazy and a pbilosopber, but that the change 
would not prevent your coming to pay your 
reapects wbenever you passed tbrougb Franco. 

Madame de Labedoyère and Madame de 
Lourmel are in waiting, with Varaignes, de Oaux, 
&c. The Princesse Anna is expected to-morrow 
or the day after. 
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The weather, whioh was lovely when I arrived, 
is UDsettled to-night, and we bave had some rain 
to-day, We should bave been baked alive if ìfc 
had not fallen. M. Fould has arrived, and is 
occupjing your room. 

The are in the town, and have asked 

after their travelling companion up La Rune. 
Their daughter is going to be married very soon 
to a Secretary of Legation, six feet high. The 

brother of the Co m tesse at Madrid was 

also going to be married, and the prospect, or the 
reproaches of a former mistress, made him cut his 
throat after having been to confession and taken 
the sacramente a precaution which you, in ali prò- 
bability, would have neglected under similar cir- 
cumstances. 

The Court is bere, I imagine, for the remainder 
of the month. Then there are ali sorts of projects, 
God knows what. A sea voyage, perhaps, as the 
doctors say that a trip on the ocean for a few days 
might be beneficiai to the disordered bronchial 
tubes. M. Fould was cured in that way after he 
had been given up by the faculty as hopelessiy 
consumptive. As for me, I think of being in 
Paris at the beginning of October. 
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The cholera appears to be tolerably livelyat 
Tonlon, and it maj possibly travel to Cannes and 
Nice. As far as 1 am concemed, I am not in the 
least af raid of it, because I am persuaded that, bj 
taking simple precautions,it may easily be avoided; 
but, as you know, I have others dependent upon 
me, and I do not know w^hat I ought to do. How- 
ever, according to every probability, the disease, 
even ìf it should penetrate among our mountains, 
will have said good-bye in November, and we 
shall possibly reap some benefit from it in the 
shape of a di minished influx of visitors. ITp to 
the present time, the epidemie has not got beyond 
Toulon. After the exceptional heat of August 
and September, it is not at ali wonderful that 
many people should be suffering from dysentery, 
whìch, by the aid of imagination and fright, be- 
comes cholera. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. What is the mean- 
ing of paladansentum ? There is no Forcellini 
here; the Eraperor says cloàk; I say cassock^ 
cuirass, armour. 



YOL. n. 
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COI. 
Bìarrìtz, October 3, 1865. 

Mt Dsae Pakizzi, 

We shall leave Biarritz f or Paris on 
the 7tb or 8th of ibis month. Their Majesties are 
in yerj good health. 

Emile de Oirardin's daughter has just died of 
diptberia. . The Empress sent her own doctor 
in spite of the danger, and even went to see the 
sufferer, a child of five years of age. Gìrardin 
seems to have been deeply touched by tbis mark 
of interest, which was more generous than pra- 
dent. I bope no ili results will follow. 

The weather is stili lovely, and I bave never 
seen in summer any thing to compare with the last 
montb. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of your- 
self, and do noi forget, before passing the Rubicon, 
to leave a bridge standing. The morning mail is 
just leaving, and I dose my letter in baste. 
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CCII. 

Paris, October 13, 1865- 

Mt Dbab Fanizzi, 

I arrìved bere last night with their 
Majesties, who mei me at the Ivry station, whenoe 
we startèd with them three years ago. They are 
quite well. I have passed a wretohed night, in a 
state of semi-suffocation, a thing which has not 
befallen me for several months. It is my welcome 
from my native land. 

The Emperor and M. de Bismark had a long 
conversation, but neither of them has informed 
me of the purport of it. My impression was that he 
was reoeived politely, but with a certain amount 
of coldness. He appeared to me to be a man 
camme il faut^ with more wit than is common 
among the Germans, and something like a diplo- 
matic Humboldt. 

Madame de , as a German, admired M. de 

Bismark immensely, and we teazed her by 
threatening her with the boldness of this great 
man, whom she seemed to encourage. A few 
days ago I painted and cut out a very good like* 
nesB of M. de Bismark, and this evening their 
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Majesties and I went into her room. We put 
the likeness on her pillow, a bolster under the 
clothes to represent the protuberance caused by a 
human body, and then the Empress arranged a 
handkerchief over its forehead in the shape of a 
nightcap. In the dusk of the room the ìllusion 
was complete. When their Majesties had retired 

we managed to detain Madame de for some 

time, so as to allow the Emperor and Empress to 
post themselves at the bottom of the corridor ; 
then we ali pretended to go to our respective rooms. 

Madame de went into hers, remained 

there a short time, then rushed out in hot baste, 
and knocked at Madame de LourmeFs door, call- 
ing out in a pitiable voice, " There is a man in 
my bed ! " Unfortunately Madame de Lourmel 
could not keep her countenance, and the laughter 
of the Empress from the other end of the corri- 
dor spoiled everything. 

The best joke of ali we heard subsequently. 
One of the Emperor's footmen went into the 
bedroom and, seeing the head, retired precipi- 
tately, mumbling out profuse excuses. Then he 
went and told everybody that there was a man in 
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the bed. Some hazarded the suspicion that it 

was M. de , who had come to stay with his 

wife, but that was scouted as improbable. Eugène, 
who had seen me manìpulatìng the likeness, pre- 
vented a general push to get to the bottom of the 
affair. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Write and let me 
know the day of your arrivai. 



OCIII. 

Paris, October 17, 1865. 
My Deab Panizzi, 

I guessed rightly, including the objec- 
tion you bave raìsed. It does not seem a serious 
one to me. Lord Wellington had a pension from 
Spaio, and probably from other countries, and 
nobody reproached him. It is by no means 
likely that any question will arise in the Italian 
Sonate during our lif etimo which would place you 
in an embarrassing position. England is with- 
drawing herself more and more from Continental 
affairs. Even supposing that such a question 
should arise, and you were reproached on the 
score of your pension, you would bave a capital 
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replj, in trae Ciceronìan etyle, ready to your 
hand. ** Verumenimvero^ yoa proscribed me^ 
you hanged me ; England reoeìyed me, rewaràed 
me for long servìces, and, daring my ezile, I ha^e 
yery freqnently had to share British gold with 
many of you/' &c., &c. Yon wonld wind np 
wìth this peroration which, thoagh not to be 
f onnd in Cicero, is none the lesa apt, 
" J'at raison ettu iis tort ! " 
From my point of view, the great advantage 
yon would gain from being in the Senato wonld 
be occnpation. As you know, I dread the effect 
of idleness npon you after your lengthened period 
of work. Yon wonld find there something seriona 
to do, aa well as the opportunity of being nsefuL 
Yon bave leamt many things among the English 
which are needed on the Contioent. Yon will 
import tbese things into your own country, and 
will do your best to naturalize them. Lastly, 
and, perhaps, first in importance, you will be 
able to support prudent measures, and withatand 
the follies against which the Italìan Government 
will bave to guard itself for many a long day* 
For ali this, it seems to me, you are eminently 
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fitted, and you could do it without killiug your- 
Belf. 

One point remains to be considered. You 
have settled down in London too soon. You 
would bave dono better, perhap^» to bave waìted 
for that curale cbair wbicb so many people saw 
looming in tbe future for you. AH tbis is so 
mucb money tbrown away if you go to Italy. It 
would be almost impossible for you to keep up 
your bead quarters in London and to live sena* 
torially at Florence. I would not advise you to 
adopt sucb a course. It would be more difficult 
to defend, possibly, tban tbe pension, if tbe force 
of circumstances did not compel you to reside in 
Italy. But wiU you not regret your rooms, your 
club, and your Englisb friends? If I were in 
your place my only difficulty would be precisely 
tbat cbange of babits. 

If you were more addicted to intrigues tban 
you are, I sbould cali your attention to tbe cir- 
cumstance tbat M. d'Azeglio* is talking of retir- 
ing, and you are tbe very man tbe King of Italy 
ought to bave in London, if be would be really 

* M. d*AxegUo was the Italìan Minister in England. 
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and usefuUy seired. I am afraid you are destitnte 
of politicai ambition, and bave no tasto for Gourta 
and etìquette. As regai^ds the answer wbicb bas 
not reached you, I am lesa surprised tban yon 
are, because I bave lived witb ministero and know 
their want of punctuality. If bis Ezcellency, wbo 
wrote to you, bas some newspaper or otber at bis 
beelsy if be is in tbe midst of some politicai 
botberation, or if tbe ballet-girl, wbom be bas, no 
doubt, under bis protection, requires ber quarters 
salary, tbat is quite enougb to impair bis memory. 
Or perbaps bis silence is only due to bis baving to 
consult tbe King, wbo is always on tbe move and 
not easily caugbt. 

Tbe Emperor asked me, a few days ago, 
wbetber you were going to sit in the Italian Par- 
liament P Does be know anything, or did be ask 
me because be thought it a step you ought to take ? 
Nescio. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. AH you bave to do 
is to sleep on both ears and reflect upon the coni' 
moda et incommoda^ pending the receipt of the 
reply wbicb cannot be very long in coming. 
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OOIV. 
Paris, October 24, 1865. 
Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

The death of Lord Palmerston is a 
good death, such an one as I should wish for 
myself and my f riends. He was the most fortu- 
nate man of the present century. He did al most 
everything he liked, and his likings were for things 
good and beautiful. He had any number of 
friends. He leaves a great name behind him, and 
an ineffaceable memory among those who knew 
him. If you can find an opportunìty of mention- 
ing my name to Lady Palmerston when you see 
her, you will be conferring a favour upon me. 
You may teli her that the press bere has been 
unanimous in its praises. Plenty of historical 
and other blunders bave been made, of course, 
among others the statement that Lady Palmerston 
is dead, &c., &c. ; but there has been no display 
of spite in any quarter, and a tene of respect has 
been observed among ali parties, a rare homage in 
Franco, as you know. The Emperor and Empress 
bave expressed much regret privately, and I believe 
they bave written to her ladyship. 
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We ha ve yet to leam what posterity will say. 
In my opinion, he will be severely blamed for his 
conduci in connection with American affairs, If 
he had concluded the projected treaty with France, 
he would not only have saved the lives of many 
hundreds of Yankees (not a source of much 
regret), but would also, for many a long day, 
have warded o£E from Europe a detestable influ- 
ence which may one day become active Inter- 
vention. 

The cholera is stili playing its pranks. It has 
got hold of the drunkards and is making great 
havoc among them. During the last few days it 
has had many yictims among children. But, 
taking it altogether, the results are not very 
serious — ^nothing like the cholera of 1832. The 
majority of tbose who are attacked get over it. 
I give you my theory on the cholera. People 
only die when they are disposed to die, or when 
they are compelled to work, either from motives 
of duty or for their daily bread. The cholera will 
very probably pay you a visit. I command you 
in the most emphatic manner to go to bed and 
read Ariosto from be^inning to end when you f eoi 
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the first symptom. There is nothing to hinder 
you drìnkìng tea or light punch. When you have 
reached the twelfth or thirteenth stanza your 
interior economy will be once more in thorough 
repair, and you may resumé your epicurean mode 
of Hfe. 

I see by this evening's paper that the elections 
in Italy are favourable. You are decidedly a 
reasonable people, such of you as are neither Popes 
norpriests. Why have they deprived me of my 
Mérode ? Do you know anything about it ? The 
regiments to leave Rome are named. M. de 
Montebello is starting to wish them good-bye. 
His wife has now recovered almost completely 
from ber accident, and Mademoiselle Bouvet also, 

There never was anybody so spoiled by the 
women as you are, except old Ellice. I cannot 
conceive of the audacity of the Countess . 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. Take care of 
yourself, and rememb.er me toyour friends. Pre- 
sent my compii ments to Mr. Gladstone, who will 
be Prime Minister before a year is over. Lord 
Russell is not likely to last so long. 
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ccv. 

Paris, November 2, 1865, 

Mt Deab Panizzf, 

Your friend the Princesse Anna Marat 
is goìng io be married. She ìs to marry the 
Due de Mouchy, who is one of the best of the 
joung men of the present day. He is a fortnight 
or a month younger than she is,hasan income of a 
hundred thousand livres^ and a pleasant face ; he 
is very polished and much more naturai than 
cocodès are as a rule. The funny part of the 
business is that he is allied or related to ali the 
most rabid Legitimists in the country. The Due de 
Noailles is his uncle. Will he go to the wedding ? 
Chi lo sa ? 

At Biarritz we thought the Infante Don Bnrique 
was the lucky man. It is true that his great uncle 
had our grandfather shot, but these are old con- 
siderations which, according to the clever ones of 
this world, ought not to be taken into account in 
modem politics. And now what position will the 
Princesse Anna and her ducal consort take at 
Court? Perhaps you, who are so clever on 
matters of etiquette, will kindly answer me that. 



^■MéìÉAMMBMh 
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M. Fould professes hìmself satisfied with bis 
finances. Ali the economies he proposes, and they 
are considerable, appear io be agreed to. He is 
loud in bis praises of the mast/Tj and espeoially of 
the Empress, wbo has backed him up vigorously. 
If , as I hope, our finances are restored to a bealthy 
condition, and if notbing unforoseen crops up, I 
do not quite see what tune the Opposi tion will 
bave to play. Everybody is beginning to be tired 
of the variations on the f reedom of the press. 

Tbere is stili a rumour, thougb I do not put 
mucb faith in it, that the troops will return from 
Mexico tbis summer. It would appear as if the 
United States wouid in that case recognize 
Maidmilian, and as if he were strong enougb to 
bold bis own. — Amen ! 

I am not pleased to see Mr. Gladstone in the 
Bussoli Ministry. He seams to me to expose bim- 
self to, and run the risk of , being made a tool. 
Tbis appears to me to be the situation ; the frac- 
tìons which composo the majority, baving no 
longer the skill, knowledge, and conciliatory spirit 
of Lord Palmerston to keep them together,will fall, 
some one way and some anotber. If Lord Russell 
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brìngs in a Reform Bill be will, perbaps, be 
beaten, and the Whig party will tumble veiy nearly 
te pìeces. If he pigeon-holes the Bill, for wfaich 
Dobody Ì8 very anzìouSi tbe BadicalB, the Lrish, 
and the fools among the Liberals will abandon 
him, and he may sustain a defeat on the first 
politicai motìon that is brought forward. Mr. 
Gladstone will, however, bave to bear ali the brunt 
of the debate as well as ali the responsibility of 
the struggle, and if he eucceeds he will only add 
to Lord Busseirs itnportance. Sic vosj non wbù. 
I am inclined to think that, if he had just now a 
slight attack of gout which would prevent bis 
sitting down for some time, he would subsequently 
only bave to stoop to pick up the portfolio of 
Prime Minister. 

Qood-bye, my dear Panizzi. I saw bis Ma- 
jesty at Saint Cloud on Monday. Mademoiselle 
Bouvet is quite well again. The Empress has a 
severe cold, I think they wiU go to Compiègne 
towards tbe lOth or 12th, if the cholera comes to 
an end, as it Las every appearance of doing. 



LfiOTEHS OF PBOSFEB MÉRIMÉE. Ili 

COVI. 
Compiègne, November 16, 1865. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

I bave been ili for some days, but, 
nevertheless, instead of being at Cannes, where I 
shoald bave preferred biding myself, bere I am. I 
ara taking advantage of a bunt to wbicb every- 
body bas gone, to write to you. We are a toler- 
ably aged set bere, not knowing eacb otber, and 
not taking over mticb pains to become better ac- 
qnainted. We are serious into tbe bargain — to 
wbicb I do not object in our bosts, wbo f requently 
allow tbe people wbom they invite to amuse tbem- 
selves too notucb. 

We bave bere tbe Turkisb Ambassador, Saffet 
Fasba, wbo speaks Frencb well for a Turk. He 
sits on tbe rigbt of the Erapress, and yesterday at 
dinner be said to ber, " A very ridiculous lettor 
on Algeria bas appeared in tbe newspapers." You 
must know tbat ali tbe newspapers bave pub- 
lisbed tbe Emperor's letter to Marsbal MacMabon. 
Tbe Empress turned very red and, anxious to 
givo tbe poor Turk a loop-bole for escape, said, 
" You know wbo wrote tbe letter ? " " No, I do 
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not, but I do know that he must be àn idiot I " 
Ali who heard the conversation were ready 
to explode with laughter. " But it was the 
Emperor I " exclaimed the Empress. ** Not at 
ali/' replied the Ambaasador ; ** it was a priest 
who wanted to convert the Mussulmen." And, as 
it turned out, some priest or other had written a 
letter whioh was published that veryday, but had 
escaped notice. You know the Empress's face 
and the mobility of her expression, and can easily 
picture to yourself the scene. 

The formation of your Ministry does not pro- 
ceed very rapidly. You may well say that you do 
not think it will be a robust bue. In the first place, 
a Prime Minister can never be very comfortable 
when he has a second in command more power- 
fui than himself. You know how Agamemnon 
got on with Acbilles. In the second place, the 
most iraportant qualification for a Prime Minister 
is conciliatìon. I do not tbiok tbat it is so with 
Lord Russell. He is more like virjuice, which 
turns e very sauce sour. We bave yet to leam of 
what the Tories are capable. Probably they are 
in a worse position than the Whigs. 
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Among US economy is the order o£ the day. 
The army and navy are being reduced. Ali the 
Ministers are tumiDg adrift their hard bargains. I 
think this will do great honour to the Emperor 
and M. Fould, and much good to the finances of 
the country. 

When in Paris M. de Bismark commissioned 
Bothschild to propose to M. de MùUinen, the 
Austrian chargé cCaffaireSf the cession of Holsteìn 
to Prussia, he, Bothschild, advancing the f unds. 
The proposai was received by the Austrians with 
a very bad grace, and has given rise to considerable 
scandal. M. de Bismark does not speak in high 
terms of the reception accorded him in Paris. 

The King of the Belgians is reported to be in 
a dying state. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of your- 
self. Tou ought to get a cat by way of complet- 
ing your personneL Shall I get one for you ? 



voL. n. 
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COVII. 

Paris, November 22, 1865, 

Mi Dbab Panizzi, 

I found theìr Majesties, as well as the 
Prince Imperiai, in the enjoyment of perfect 
health at Oompiègne. We spent our time rather 
Boberij wìthout charades or any similar amuse- 
ment. The only thing we had was a Ohinese 
lantern, displayed by M. Leverrier, the as- 
tronomer. He showed us photographs of the 
mooD and the planets just as the seven wonders 
of the worid are exhibited at a fair. The Turkish 
Ambassador, who probably expected to see 
Caragueuz or some other Anacreontic spectacle, 
almost protested, and declared that he dìd not 
believe one word of what had been told him about 
the sun. 

Military man are crying out against the red ac- 
tion of the army, but the step has the approvai of 
the mass of the public. I seeby the Eaglish news- 
papers that it has been favourably received on your 
side of the Channel. M. Fould appears to be on 
the best of terms with the Emperor, and, for the 
moment, nothing is thought of but the reduction 



I 
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of the budget. If we oould only get rid of the 
Mexican business ali would run as smoothly as a 
billiard ball. 

Beports say that the state of Jamaica is serious, 
and that Ireland is not improving. Fenianism is 
very like our Marianne^ less dangerous, I imagine, 
on account of the good senso of England, who 
knows how, when repression is needed, to put 
sentimentality out of sight. We should never hang 
people as they are being hanged in Jamaica now. 

I bave just been sent for and bave only timo to 
say good-bye. I shall be at Cannes on Sunday 
evening. 



covili. 

Cannes, December 2, 1865. 
My Deab FANizzr, 

A week ago the weather bere was 
magnificenfc, very cairn and almost too hot, but 
for the last three days we bave been having 
stonns. Testerday it thundered from six o'clock 
in the morning till night fell. It is a sign of the 
change of season and the beginning of winter, in 
other words, the incoming of the fine weather, dry. 
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with warm days and cold nìghts, a very healthy 
time when the whole day may be spent in the open 
air. Edouard Fould is to amve towards the 15th 
of this month with Arago (Alfred). We are also 
expecting Queen Emma, whose cannibal chest 
needs ass*s milk to restore it to its proper con- 
dition. At the present time there are not many 
people in Cannes, and few, if any, French. The 
majority of the hotels are deserted. The cholera 
has not reached this place, and has entirely dis- 
appeared from Naples. 

The day before yesterday we had a visit from 
Prince Napoleon and the Princesse Clotilde. 
They are on their way to Paris ; I do not know 
whether they will go to Compiègne during the 
visit of the King of Portugal. When I left Paris 
there was a rumour that the Empress had invited 
the Princesse Clotilde, and that Prince Napoleon 
had been asked to resumé his post as President of 
the Committee of the TJniversal Exhibition. The 
truth of the matter is, that, since he resigned, 
everything has been going to the devil. On the 
other band, to hark back and restore him to a 
position which he can abuse is too great a risk. 
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A goodly crop of minor evils seems to be fall- 
ing to the lot of the new Cabinet ; the American 
claims^ Chili, and the Fenians. There is one 
good thing about the Fenians — they will make 
the English understand what a Bed Bepublic is, 
with US, unfortunatelj, a more serious affale than 
in Ireland. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Bemember me to 
our friends. I had some question or other to ask 
you, but I have forgotten it since I began my 
letter. A sign of old age. 



CCIX. 

Cannes, Decomber 18, 1865. 
Mt De ab Panizzi, 

We are having extraordinary weather, 
even for this country. TTp to the present timo 
the winter has been so mild that the oak trees 
have not even shed their leaves, nor have the 
latter changed colour. Ali the other trees are 
either in leaf or in flower, and we have had 
anemones already. But what will interest you 
more than ali is the news that excellent white 
truffles have reached us from Genoa. Yesterday 
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Fould and I had a large dish of them, just warmed 
and seasoned wiih the yìrgin oil of this country 
and a little citron juice, or, what goes even better 
with them, the juìce of bitter oranges. 

A catastrophe is expected in Spain. The 
Progresistas bave reached the last degree of 
irritatioD, the dynasty the last degree of con- 
tempt, and, judging from the tone affaire bave 
taken, the dénouement can only be an appeal to 
arms. It is, moreover, I think, the only chance 
of safety for the Queen ; O'Donnell is just the 
man to put down any rising with as much rigour 
as the Govemor of Jamaica faas shown. It will 
add a few more years to the existence of the 
throne of ber Catholic Majesty. 

Can you explain to me what is going on in 
Italy, for I do not understand it in the least P 
Where is the majority, and what does it want ? 
Is Parliament to witness a war of portfolios or a 
war of principles ? I am very much afraid of 
some piece of stupidity or other being committed 
in the direction of Venetia or Rome, with the 
special object of preventing the completion of 
the evacuation. 
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I like tha Jamaìca business immenselj. England 
invariably finds men of energy who rise to the 
leve] of circumstances, and who possess not only 
energy, but sufficient devotion to enable them to 
risk committing the greatest atrocities, if such 
things be necessary. It appears to me tbat more 
people bave been hanged than ought to bave been, 
and some, perhaps, who ought not to bave been ; 
but the insurrection has been stopped, and the 
ezample will stand even if the Govemor falls. 
That is the proper line of policy, unfortunately 
never practised and, perhaps, impracticable in 
this country. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I am ali impa- 
tience to bave news of you. 



OOX. 

Cannes, Decomber 27, 1866. 
My Dkab Panizzi, 

The death of Bixio has distressed me 
greatly. He died calmly and courageously. On 
the evening before bis death he talked as clearly 
as possible to Pereire, Biestat and Salvador for 
four hours about affairs connected with their Com- 
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pany. One of hìs old college frìends carne in 
and told him that he was looking well. Bizio 
replied with a smile, " You are as great an old 
fool as jou bave been over since I knew you ; do 
yoa net see that I shall be dead in a few hours ? '* 
He said to Villemot, " You are af raid of dying ; 
I assure you it is no great thing after ali ; see me 
do it." After he had taken leave of ali bis 
frìends» and said good-bye to his children, he 
tumed his face to the wall and remained for 
some hours in the agonies of death, without 
speaking, and, as far as could be judged, without 
much sufferìng. Dr. Trousseau went into the 
room and called him, raising his voice as he did 
so. The dying man lifted up his head and 
replied, " I am ready." He died an hour after- 
wards. He formally desired that there should 
neither be any pomp or any speeches at his 
funeral. No church either. There was a great 
crowd of ali parties at his funeral. Prince 
Napoleon carne express from Prangins. Death is 
no respecter of persons. Salute a noiy as they say 
in Corsica. 

The weather here is extraordinary, even for 
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this country. For neàrly twenty days we have 
not seen a cloud ; from nine o*cloclr to four it is 
as warm as in the beginning of Jane. I see by the 
newspapers that Paris and London are enveloped 
in fogs as thick as mustard. 

I thiok, as you do, that Italian affairs are in a 
bad state. However, good senso is more common 
with you than in the rest of Europe, and that is a 
hopef ul sign. The general indifference is, in my 
opinion, the worst symptom. Never have the 
electors been less in earnest, or more indifferent 
as to the result. That state of things is only per- 
missible in a country where ali the great questions 
are decided, and where the point is, not what a 
Minister will do, but who is to be a Minister. In 
England alone have they attained to that happy 
state where Ministers and Opposition have but 
one and the same policy. I am very much afraid 
the Mazzinians will take advantage of the univer- 
sa! apathy to commit some fresh folly. It is just 
in such moments as these that a mere handful of 
hot heads may impel the foolish and indifferent 
into doubtful paths and over precipices. 

My letters say that the reforms introduoed by 
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M. Fould bave given sore displeasure to the 
armj. Tbìs is but naturai, but I do not see any- 
tbing serìous in it. Tbe armj Ì3 alwajs well dis- 
posed, tbanks to discipline and tbe bonour of the 
flag. M. Fould appears to be «in high favour 
witb tbe master. Let me know wbether bis 
report bas been well received in England. He 
seems to be content witb tbe financial situation, 
and I fancy he bas got ali be asked for, wbicb 
means a little more tban be expected. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I wisb you a 
happy New Year, in wbicb the ladies join me. 

CCXI. 

Cannes, January 7, 1866. 
Mi De ab Panizzi, 

Did you see tbe great fire in St. 
Oatberine's docks from your observatory? I 
remember ali Captain Sbaw's boasting about bis 
steam fire-engines, and I see that it took ten days 
to get the better of the fire 1 If you see bim, 
congratulate bim for me on not having been 
suffocated. I see by tbe newspapers that be had 
a narrow escape. 
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I am yerj uneasj about affairs in Spain. The 
game measure tliat O'DonneU has meted out is 
being meted out to him. The whole question 
tums upon whether the armj, or the greater part 
of it, will remain faithful. If that question ìs 
answered in the negative, rest assured that on the 
other side of the Pvrenees there will either be a 
Bepublic or anarchy very much resembling one, 
the proximity of which will do us no good. If 
Prim is caught on the hip or shot, as he deserves 
to be, the chaste Isabella will bave a few more 
years to the good. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. The ladies send 
you ali sorts of complimentary messages and good 
wishes. The weather is magnifìcent, and we are 
enjoying a sun such as you in London only see at 
the opera. 



COXII. 

Cannes, January 24, 1866. 
My Dbar Panizzi, 

I am puzzling my brains over this 
question — whether, with a new Parliament, in 
which Mr. Gladstone will bave greater freedom, 
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and will be probably listened to witli more atten- 
tion than ever, the logicai reorganization of 
Bcientific and artistìc institations wìU not bave a 
great chance of success. Your retirement, in 
itself, will furnish an argument, for nobody can 
say that the new system (the honour as well as 
the responsibility of inventing it cannot fail to 
devolve upon you) has been invented to serve any 
personal end. Among us, and among you, too, 
I imagine the mere idea of anything of that kind 
makes Members of Parliament look upon the very 
best measures with a certain degree of suspicion. 
YovLvJlncde will bean admirable one, and I should 
be the first to entreat you to be patient during 
the interval necessary to ensure success. I 
should be entirely of the opposite opinion if there 
were any question of driving the machine after 
the old erratic fashion, TJnfortunately, ali 
this is dependent on the success of the new 
Cabinet, a very problematical success according 
to many people. Whatever may come to pass, I 
advise you to consider thoroughly, quid valeant 
humerif quid /erre recusent^ and not to wear your- 
self out in your devotion. 
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I was very sorry to hear of the death of Mrs, 
Newton. ArchaBology has sustained a severe loss. 
When you bave an opportunity, say a word to 
Newton for me. I bave not written to him, 
because I did not think he would care very much 
for any expression of condolence from me, to say 
nothing of my being a very bad band at composing 
sucb common-places. 

Our Session has commenced in earnest. I am 
rather pleased with the Speech from the Tbrone, 
which is promising on ali important points. The 
Emperor appears to be bent on satisfying actual 
needs and conceding practical liberty, being 
careful at the same timo to refuse the theoretical 
concessions which are demanded by the Opposi- 
tion, but for which, in my opinion, the country is 
very ill-pr epared . I do not believe that such 
freedom of the Press as exists in England could 
be established in France without its being foUowed 
by a revolution. In France there neither are, nor 
will be for some time to come, any juries 
courageous enough to find our Fenians guilty. 
On the other band, if you read our newspapers 
you may well ask if the freedom of the Press 
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does not alreadj ezist! Anj man who knows 
how to write, and has gone through a coarse of 
rhetoric, can alwajs find means of sajing every- 
thing that seems good to him ; tlie restrìctions of 
the Press, in fact, only apply to the vulgar and 
the foolish, whose literary aspiratìons it is worse 
than useless, I think, to encourage. 

I bave seen Lord Brougham constantly durìng 
the past few days. He is like a walking mummy. 
Yesterday I lunched witli Lord Glenelg, my 
neighbour, who asked particularly after you. He 
seems hale and hearty, and, judging by the way 
in which he eats, he is likely to last f or a long 
time yet. 

I see that Lady Palmerston has refused a 
Peerage. I was pleased, though not surprised, to 
bear it. When you see ber, make an opportunìty 
of remembering me to ber. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. The ladies send 
ali sorts of kind messages. 
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COXIII. 

Cannes, February 2, 1866. 
My Dbab Panizzi, 

I am very like a fish out of water. I 
live simply from day to day, and make no plans. 
I see that you havo not yet arrived at that 
sublime point of practical philosophy, and that 
you are mapping out a trip to Italy. I do not 
see any great harm in that, but you ought to lay 
down your plans after a clearer fashion. You 
teli me that you wanttò go to Kissengen, and you 
add — ** I mean to go to Italy from the beginning 
to the end of that month." This sentence lacks 
precision. To what month does it allude P If it 
alludes to the month which you will spend at Kis- 
sengen, the matter at once becomes serio us and 
smacks of heresy, by reason of your allowing it 
to be understood that you oould ba in Qermany 
and Italy at one and the same tirae— aa attributo 
which belongs only to Jlf. UEtre. Mind you do 
not get into a scrape with his vicar, with whom 
you do not stand over-well as it is. However, if 
the mysterious month of your trip coincides with 
my holidays, I shall be delighted to while itaway 
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in your society, and in eating macaroni. But 
where are you going? Italy is large, and we 
couid not possibly see the wbole boot in a month. 

It appears to me that our Gorps Légtslatify with 
its interminable verification of powers, is afford- 
ing Europe a tolerably ridicalo as spectacle. U 
any estimate can be formed from this commence- 
ment, the debate on the Address will, in ali pro- 
bability, last for a month at least. There exists stili 
the same mean, petty spirit which characterises 
the Legislative Assembly and the Bepublic; 
stili the same ignorance and incapacity for 
dealing with serious matters ; stili the same 
insatiable appetite for words — verba prcetereaque 
nihiL 

Report says that the Government will allow of 
no discussion on Mexican affairs, for the very 
good reason that the negotiations with the United 
States are pendìng, and that a debate might be 
injurious. If this be so, the Opposition will 
have no other stalking-horse than the reduction of 
the army. 

I meet plenty of people here who do not like the 
way in which your Session is going on. They ali 
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regret that Mr. Gladstone should have tied such a 
mill-stone as the Bef orm Bill round his neck, and 
they assert that he will not be able to extricate 
himself. I imagiue that, if the Cabinet were to 
be altered, you would regain your absolute 
freedom, and this coosideration makes me in- 
different as to what sort of a Bill will be intro- 
duced. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I am pretty well, 
though I have a cold. Take care of yourself , and 
think of me sometimes. 



CCXIV. 

Cannes, February 13, 1866. 
My Deae Panizzi, 

I see by the Times^ which I read re- 
ligiously, that there is a great question of re- 
organising the British Museum. I am afraid they 
will set about it after the Prench fashion ; I mean, 
that they will turn everything topsy-turvy in- 
stead of introducing graduai and prudent im- 
provements. And, first of ali, is it possible to 
suppress the Trustees? Would it be possible to 

VOL. II. K 
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thank the representatives of those who bave be- 
stowed gifts on the British Museum, and get rid 
of their surveillancey without infringing the testa- 
mentary dìspositions of the originai dpnors ? 
Again,in the case of an institution which must spend 
a great amount of money, would not an indepen- 
dent company, having within itself the influen- 
tial men of ali parties, be the best combinatipn for 
procuring funds ? Lastly, although trustees may 
often tum out to be idle, meddlesome, or stupid, 
will not they, after ali, be better than a Minister 
who is very busy, and, from the exigencies of 
politics, in the power of the Boaotians, with whom 
England abounds. I tried, but in vain, to intro- 
duce trustees into the re-organisation of the Im- 
periai Library, and, in doìng so, I bad evidence 
of the jealousy and touchiness of the Govern- 
ment, who are opposcd to the surrender of the 
least of their attributes so long as a protectorate 
of any kind is attached to it. The very moment 
the appointment of under-strappers is vested in 
the hands of a Minister, you may rely upon their 
being chosen less for their skill in the perform- 
ance of their duties than for the effect which 
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their appointment will bave on the vote of Mr. 
This or That. 

I bave been very much struck by the manner 
in which the newspapers, f or some time past, bave 
apoken of Her Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria. 
Is the old English loyalty, like the aristocracy, 
dying out? She is blamed, I know, for her 
German proclivities ; but of what importance can 
tbey be in the case of a constitutional Queen 
hedged around as yours is P 

] have not had any direct news from the Com- 
tesse de Montebello for some time past ; but I 
know that she is pretty well, and that her eyes 
are no worse. I wrote to ber a little time ago, 
and told her about you, and sent her your re- 
Bpectful compliments. In her last letter she 
asked me to pay a visit to Spain with you — a 
severe trial for one who is f ond of good living. 

I have no idea of going back to Paris just 
yet. In the first place, I have managed to catch 
cold, in spite of the fine weather, and I do not 
care about confronting the fogs and cold winds of 
Paris at this season. In the second place, the 
. debate on the Address is not a great event among 
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US» and it lasts so long and is of so little real im- 
portance, that I bave no wish to take part in it. I 
purpose returning for the discussion on the 
organ • question, of whicb I am the reporter, and 
which I intend to oppose. As far as I can judge, 
I shall not strike my tent until the end of this 
month. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of your- 
self, and do not work too hard. Bemember me to 
our f riends. 



CCXV. 

Cannes, February 22, 1866. 
Mt De ab Panizzi, 

I bave just read the report of the 
sitting in the House of Commons in which the 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus was agreed to. 
I do not think very bighly of Mr. Gladstone's 
speech or the discussion on the wbole. It is clear 
that nobody told the whole truth, and yet every- 
body appears to be convinced of the danger. If 
I had been Lord O'Donoghue (by the way, why 
is he called the O'Donoghue, and not Mr. ^), I 

* See lettor of Aprii 26, 1866. 
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should bave contrasted the gravity of the pro- 
posed measure with the miserable little facts cited 
by the Minister. Sir G. Grej said that he had 
foand a list of three hundred conspirators, who 
possessed four swords, one revolver, &o. But the 
great beauty of the Parliamentary regime is that 
nobody tells the truth. Ali is pure fiction, and, 
nevertheless, it is thoroughly understood, 
despite the mysterious language ' employed, that 
everybody knows what he is talking about. I do 
not quite see why. 

The proceedings in Ireland ought to open the 
eyes of the English and the French, who wonder 
at their own institutions, on the difficulties of 
govemment in France. We, too, bave oup 
Fenians, a hundredfold more dangerous and more 
numerous than they are in Ireland. Give these 
people the liberty they demand, and which M. 
Thiers declares is necessary for ali nations, and 
you would bave a revolution in three months. The 
greatest misfortune, in my opinion, which could 
befall a nation, would be the possession of institu- 
tions in advance of their intelligence. Before be- 
stowing English institutions upon Frenchmeu, 
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thej must needfl be provìded with tbe good sense 
and experience which wonld render those ìnstìtn- 
tions practìcable. 

Good-bye, mj dear Panizzi. Take care of yoar- 
self always, and continue to live virtuonaly» be- 
cause it suits jou. I am pretty well, in spite of 
a bad cold, and I am much better tban I was this 
ti me last year. 



CCXVI. 

Cannes, March 2» 1866. 
Mt Deab Pakizzi, 

I bave just read in the Times^ which 
reacbed us yesterday, that Lord Russell has re« 
signod and has recommended Lord Somerset to the 
Queon to form a new Cabinet I Is that a fact ? 
I do not think that Lord Somerset has the repu- 
tation — I do not say the talent — necessary for so 
heavy a rosponsibility. Our papers do not 
moution this piece of news, which the Times gives 
as unquestionable. 

Thiers seoms to me to bave made a fiasco the 
othor day in tho Corps T/'fjìsìah)\ I like the im- 
pudonce of a maui who has been Minister of 
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.Interior and has managed elections, getting up 
and telling the House that the Government ought 
not to have any candidates. The disingenuoasness 
of these gentlemen is marvellous. However, it 
seems to me that it will soon be time to saj to 
him, Solve senescentem, and, if he continues to 
look upon the salon in the Bue Saint-Georges as 
the whole world, he will wind up with some tre- 
mendous catastrophe or other by no means agree- 
able to his amour-propre. 

Du Sommerard has been here for the last few 
days ; but the weather, which up to then had been 
lovely, has tumed tò rain — a great nuisanoe for us 
ciceroni. We are like hosts wfaose joint has been 
bumt, and who have nothing to put on the table 
in its place. 

We are invited to witness some private theatri- 
cals at Mrs. Brougham's next week. I think we 
shall stay awaj. His Lordship is like the ghost 
of Guy Fawkes, with his huge white hat and his 
marvellous cravat. 

Du Sommerard tells me of a light, non-effer- 
vescing champagne, which he says is excellent. 
On my return, after having verified the fact, I sfaall 
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report fuUy to you on the merits of this liquid, 
which miglit be a change for you from the wine 
of Biceys, and assist you to contìnue in your tem* 
perance regime. 

Send me the news about the Ministerial crisis, 
in wbich I am interested. Teli me if Mr. Glad- 
stone is to form part of the new Cabinet. I 
think he would do better to remain in bis tent for 
a few months, so as to come in when the doors 
are wide open. 



OCXVII. 

Cannes, March 16, 1866. 
My Deab Panizzi, 

I ha 70 f orwarded your lettor to Cousin. 
The visit of Du Sommerard has prevented my 
writing to you, seeing that I bave been continually 
on the move with him. We bave been eating now- 
nats (pùces non-naHJf which are positively as good 
as white-bait, and fresh green peas. I hope that, 
despite your modem principles of contempt for 
culinary afEairs, you will experience some regret 
at Qot being in a country where such things ara 
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eaten» and where white umbrellas are necessary to 
ward off the sun's rays. 

The devil fly away with me if I understand the 
new Reform Bill one bit. It has, apparently, 
taken ererybody by surprise. In a country where 
electoral corruption flourishes, I imagine the 
olause which gives a vote to depositors in a 
Saving's Bank will afford rich men great faoilities 
for getting into Parliament. This deplorable idea 
of universal suffrago is going the round of the 
world, and wiU end, undoubtedly, in upsetting it. 

I am here stili, thanks to the dilatoriness dis- 
played in discussing the Address in the Gorps 
Législatif. Thiers has made a ^t^vtWng fiasco. He 
is very like the emigrés of our youth, who rejoiced 
in ideas half a century behind the age. In these 
days, when ideas grow old more quickly than of 
yore, those of Thiers ought really to be placed in. 
an archaaological museum. Besìdes, he makes a 
great raistake in talking upon subjeots about which 
he knows nothiug. What right has he, who has 
never even planted a cabbage, to deliver a lecture 
on agriculture ? 

Among the pleasures oE Cannes, I ought, before 
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evcrytbing eUe, to meotion Jenny Lind, wìth 
whom I dined the other day, and who sang, if not 
with ali her former voice, at ali events, in delightful 
(ityle* She is a veiy good woman, and is &ee 
from the vice with which Horace reproached 
«ingers I 

Ut nunquam indicant aminum cantare rogati. 
Bhe is goiDg to give a grand concert on behalf of 
the sick in the hospital. The unfortunate part of 
the business is that there are no sick; in this 
country ovorjbody is in good health. 

Shall you — I was going to say shall we — have 
uny cornod bcef this year ? The pork-butchers 
in Franco appoar to be ruioed, and nobody cares 
about oating ham any longer. Moses must cer* 
tainly have foreseen trichinosis. Great phil- 
OBophers novcr have sufficient justice done to 
thcra, You aro probably too high and mighty a 
philosophor to have read the speech made by 
(juizot bofore the Acadcmy in favour of our 
lloly Father the Pope. Helooks upon himas the 
Topo of the Protestants and leans towards him 
aa a coufr^re. 

Uood-byO) my dear Pauizzi, Do you know that 
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I am thinking of bnyìng a house here ? The 
deril of it is that they are so dear. 



OCXVIII. 

Cannes, Aprii 2, 1866. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I have not written to you, taking it 
for granted that Easter has been absorbing your 
entire attention, and fearìng lest I should disturb 
your religious exercises ! I start for Paris at the 
end of the week, very much put out at having to 
leave this country just as it is at its best. In ad- 
dition to that, I am not very well, and have been 
more broken-winded than ever during the last few 
days. 

Is everybody going mad ? The question fre- 
quently suggests itself to me when I am reading 
the newspapers ; and I am alluding, in making 
this remark, to those people whom I have been 
wont to consider as the possessors of the greatest 
modicum of reason accorded to human nature. 
The Reform Bill business in Bngland seems to me 
more and more incomprebensible, and I am truly 
sorry that Mr. Qladstone ever had anything to do 



140 LBTTEBS OF PROSPEB IfÉBIMÉB. 

with it. Whether it succeeds on this occasion or 
not, I do not think the old prestige of England 
can survive su eh an ordeal. She is like some old 
vessel, stili stout enough, but threatening to go to 
pieces as soon as any clumsy repairs are attempted. 
What strikes me most forcibly is the want of 
foresight, or, rather/the utter carelessness as to 
the future, which is displayed by your statesmen. 
It is precisely the furia francese^ seeking only to 
satisfy the present moment. You seem to think 
that the Ministry will dissolve, hoping that elec- 
tions carried on under democratic pressure may 
result favourably for them. If I can judge from 
the tene of the Tmes, which appears to be in 
despair, I should be terapted to believe that, even 
in the House itself, the majority is problematical, 
and that the present Minisi ers have an average 
chance of success. You mention Lord Stanley as 
the probable Prime Mìnister, and at the same time 
you speak of Mr. Lowe as bound to occupy an im- 
portant place in the Cabinet. A coalition Ministry, 
then, will be the upshot, in other words, you an- 
ticipate a by no raeans strong Cabinet. XJnfor- 
tunately, as times go, it is impossible to look 
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forward to anything stroug. Write and teli me 
the news ; I mean, of course, the news that does 
not appear in the Paris newspapers. 

In the event, whioh I very much doubt, of the 
Germans cutting each other's throats, will Italy 
ally herself with Prussia ? In the present state 
of her finances, I think that she would be wrong, 
at ali events, just now, and that, before shaking 
the tree, she had better let the fruit ripen. If the 
advantage were to rest with Prussia at the com- 
mencement of the war, Austria might possibly 
Beli Venetia on tolerably easy terms, certainly on 
better ones than going to war f or it, to say nothing 
of the pulì which Radicalism would get out of the 
business, and ali the foUies it would devise. As 
for US, I hope we shall simply be judges on the 
occasion, applauding whoever strikes hardest. 

My honourable tailor, Mr. Poole, is having a 
row with his workrnen, and how am I to get 
my clothes made now ? Does not the organisa- 
tion of these workmen's societies, in league from 
one end of Europe to the other, strike you with 
dismay ? And is this the proper tirae to pavé the 
way for them and surrender our outworks to them ? 
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COXIX. 

Paris, Aprii 15, 1866. 

My Dbar PlNlZZl, 

I have been reading in the Times the 
principal speeches inade durìng the debate on the 
Beform BUI, and I am bound to confess that I do* 
Dot care much for Mr. Gladstone's, puttiog aside^ 
mj scanty liking for the measure itself • It is 
bitter in tone, and often wide of the mark. Lord 
Stanley's speech, on the other band, appears to 
me to be clever and thoroughly statesmanlike. 
These . are my impartial impressiona. After ali, 
I imagine that in England, as in France, questions 
are not decided by eloquence or skilfhl oratory. 
Every member arrives on the scene with bis mind 
made up, and, most probably, on purely personal 
grounds. 

I think I mentioned to you my idea of buying a 
house at Cannes. The purchase has not come oS. 
The house was cheap enough for the country, 
although rather dear as far as my purse is con- 
cemed ; but the main point against it was its 
being too largo for me. I should have been 
obliged to let one story and turn myself into a. 
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landlord, a róle I do not care about. There are 
three stories in which I could bave very comfort- 
ably lodged ourselves, the ladies and you included ; 
but what was I to do with the remainder ? And 
why saddle myself with the responsibility of pro- 
perty in such times as these P 

(Jerman affairs continue to absorb the attention 
of business men, who have ali sorts of abominable 
fears on the subjeot. Nobody knows what the 
master thinks, nor to which side he inclines. 
Opinion here is, to a certain extent, favourable to 
an alliance with Austria, but stili more decidedly 
in favour of absolute neutrality. Should there 
be a war, that advice is more easily given than 
foUowed, for the infallible result will be a revolu* 
tion in Germany and a rearrangement of the 
map. Everybody has so much to fear from war 
that I stili doubt its breaking out. 

I dined the other day, quite privately, at the 
Tuileries. The Emperor asked after you, and 
wanted to know when you would become a free 
man. I found the Prince grown rather thin, too 
reasonable, and too much the Prince for bis age. 
The Empress is looking wonderfully well, and is 
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in high spìrits. Mademoiselle Bouvet is going 
to marry a very rich man. Her neck is ali rìght 
again, and as prettj as ever. 

Have you ever read a quarto volume called 
** Baber's Memoirs,'* translated from the Turkishi 
by Erskine ? I am told that it is very scarce. I 
shiould like to get it. It gives a remarkable 
picture of the East in the fifteenth and sizteenthi 
centurìes, and the biography of a very eztn^ 
ordinary man. 



OOXX. 

Paris, Aprii 26, 1866. 
My Dbab Fanizzj, 

A day or two ago I took the Comtesse 
— for a walk through the Musée de Cluny and 



elsewhere. She may have given you a desorip- 
tion of the devil which Du Sommerard showed 
her, emanating from Italy, where it was probably 
manufactured for some edifying purpose. 

My physician, Dr. Eobin, has returned from 
Italy, where he had the honour of being pre- 
sented to His Holiness. He gave me one rather 
curious piece of intelligence. Cardinal Antonelli 
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bas a cabinet of mìnerals, of which he ìs very 
proud, and which he showed to Robin, who is 
very learned on the subject. The stones are not 
classified, and are worthless. This, however, is 
only an excuse for having a small drawer, in 
which there are diamonds, rubies, &c., to the 
value of about three millions. Nothing could be 
easier for him than to fili his pockets with the 
contenta and betake himself to plant cabbages far 
from Rome if evil principles should ever triumph. 

The Doctor left Padua choke-fuU of Austrian 
troops, who are also in occupation of ali the 
country houses in the environs ; everything, never- 
theless, is perfectly quiet. A report is current 
everywhere that the Pope and Rome are to be 
left to rot in peace. There is peace, too, in 
Germany — just what might ha ve been expected 
from people who talk so big. This blustering is 
invariably a sign of the absence of war-like in- 
tentions. As for me, I persist in believing that, 
even in the event of a war between Prussia and 
Austria, Italy would do well to keep quiet. 

I do not know whether I told you that I was 
going to bave a pitched battio in the Senato with 

YOL. II. L 
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M. Boaher and M. de Yaitry, wìth regard to a Bill 
on the Bubject of mechanical musical instrumenta. 
TbiB Bill, wbilst apparently dealing only with 
Barbarj organs, narrowly concerns literary and 
arfcigtic property, and, should it pass, would lay 
down tbe principia wbicb tbe lawyers wish to 
establisb, tbat is to say, tbat literary property is 
not property, but a concession. As you will bave 
divined, I am undertaking tbe defence of litera- 
ture and art, but I am very mucb afraid I shall 
be beaten, as I sball bave ali tbe procureurs in tbe 
Senate against me. I think tbe fight will come 
off on Tuesday. I am spending my time in 
making speecbes, and am now eugaged on my 
fourtb — in my own room, of course. I do not 
want to read my speech, but to improvise it ac- 
cording to tbe metbod so familiar to M. Tbiers 
and M. Guizot. You will be able to read me in 
tbe Moniteur^ and teli me wbether I bave made a 
bigger fool of myself tban usuai. 

I went to tbe Tuileries on Monday. Tberewere 
any number of very pretty people, among otbers 
Madame de Mercy d'Argenteau, wbo is a beauty 
of tbe Olympic type. 
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CCXXI. 

Paris, May 4, 1866. 
My Dbab Panizzi, 

You will probably bave read the speech 
of M. Thiers. As an Opposition speech it is veiy 
clever, but ìt is certainly as uDpatrìotio as it 
possibly could be. He tells the Germans that 
they bave only one enemy, and that eneiny is the 
Emperor. The Chamber, which is fond of hearing 
solos performed by a great artiste, listened with 
rapt attentioD, but without understanding that 
there was poìson hidden beneath the flowers of 
rhetorio. When the sitting broke up, Madame de 
Seebachj the daughter of Nesselrode and wife of 
the Sazon Minister, carrìed off M. Thiers in ber 
carriage. 

I think I am in a position to state positively 
that the Emperor told M. de Metternich that he 
had absolutely no engagement with anybody, and 
that he had only one advice to give to ali the 
world — peace. I do not believe in the under- 
taking of Italy not to attack, because circum- 
stances may arise when an attack is merely 
defensive ; but I fear the Germans will only fight 
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with their tongues, and that Italy will bave to 
bear the brunt of the battle. 

Our " organ " business has not come on yet. I 
think the debate will take place on Thursday, and 
that, although I am righi, I shall be beaten. 

There is some talk of giving M. Walewski a 
dukedom, probably on account of his having dis- 
played such an amount of incapacity during the 
Session. Another rumour — his Majesty is said 
to be very enthusiastic in his admiration of 

Madame de , a very tali and very lovely 

woman. She was present at a dinner given last 
Monday week by the Due de Mouchy, at which 
his Majesty was also a guest. I think her very 
pretty, but too tali for my tasto. 



CCXXII. 

Paris, May 9, 1866. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I made my speech yesterday without the 
least emotion. I was listened to, and did not bore 
my audience to too great an extent. Unfortu- 
nately, I had prepared myself for a rejoinder, and 
I had in my pocket a few nasty remarks ìntended 
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for the lawyers who take the Serrate for an Assize 
Court. I was anxìous to make them a present of 
this quotation from Cicero — Quum plurima 
prceclare legihus esserti constituta ex jure consultorum 
ingeniis corrupta et depravata sunt. But the 
Senate grew so tired of the debate that I saw I 
had better not reply. Everybody, in reaKty, 
thought the Bill as bad as it could well be, but 
nobody wanted to give the Gorps Législatif a slap 
in the face by rejecting a Bill it had passed, on the 
score of its being unconstitutional, besides which, 
it was dinner time. 

The speech of Auxerre had just the effect 
which would be produced by a cannon being fired 
in the middle of a concert. I am convinced that 
he was not addressing Europe, but M. Thiers and 
the Chamber, who applauded the speech, first of 
ali out of their love for peace, and afterwards 
from sheer f oolery and a tasto for fluent oratory. 
I think I may safely say that. I fancy we shall 
remain neutral until something unforeseen happens 
— for instance, the invasion of Milan by the 
Austrians. 

I never saw a more curious sight than the ball 
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given by the Emperor on Monday evening. The 
faces of the foreign ministers were so long that 
they might easily have been taken f or condemiied 
crimiDals. But the longest of ali was Bothschìld's. 
He was reported to have lost ten millions the 
night before, but he has more left than you and I 
have. 

The second volume of the Vie de Cesar has not 
appeared yet. I am told that ìt will come out on 
the 12th. The day before yesterday the Emperor 
informed me that he would have sent me my copy 
if the publisher, who had the translations in band, 
had not succeeded in postponing the publication 
until they were ready. Tou are suro to bave a 
copy sent to you. If there is any delay I will not 
f ail to see to it. 

The Empress asked after you the night before 
last ; she was dreadf ully tired by ber journey of 
the preyious evening and the ball. The beat was 
terrible, and, as is ber wont, she must needs say 
a word or two to every lady in the room. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I bear on ali sides 
that the week will not end without war. I am 
stili doubtful. 
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CCXXIII. 

Paris, May 13, 1866. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

Stili the same obscurity in the worid of 
politica. M. de Goltz told a friend of mine yester- 
day that he stili hoped there would be no war. I 
fancy the attitude of Germany causes the King of 
Prussia and M. de Bismark to reflect a little. 
Eyen Hanover declares for Austria. Moreover, 
the imprudent speech of Auzerre has had the 
eSect of calming the Germans to a certain extent. 
I told you the other day what I thought of it — a 
movement of impatience directed againstM. Thiers, 
against the Chamber, and against the foolish and 
unpatriotic lower orders. What can we possibly 
gain from war ? The Bhenish provìnces do not 
want US any more than Belgium does. If a re- 
arrangement of the map of Europe were to take 
place, I do not see what we could ask for except 
some alterations of unimportant frontiers. On 
the other band,itis evidently against our interest 
to aid in the unifìcation and unanimity of Ger- 
many. Tbat is another reason for not interfering. 
I can only see one possible case in which we might 
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interfere, and that would be if the Austrians were 
to get yery much the better of it. But I think 
they are more inclined to act on the defensive. 
Finally, it must not be forgotten that Prussia and 
Austria bave shown themselves very hostile 
towards each other, and that it is impossible to 
make common cause with either the one or the 
other without endorsing an abominable line of 
policy. It is excusable in Italy to aJly herself 
with Prussia, because she could not be blamed if 
she allied herself to the devil for the purpose of 
getting possession of Yenetia, but, as far as we 
are concemed, kicks are the only things we are 
likely to get. 

I do not comprehend the second Reform Bill to 
any great extent. I can only look upon it as a 
heavy blow struck against an old building. The 
result will be to lower the quality of the Members 
of Parliament, already far from brilliant. I see 
by the papers that there is great rejoicing over 
the sons of the aristocracy being deprived of the 
boroughs formerly at their disposai. In my 
opinion, this initiation of young aristocrats into 
politicai life immediately on their leaving the 
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aniyersities was one of the brighi sides of Eng- 
land. It was by this means that Fox, Fìtt, and 
Lord Palmerston became statesmen early in life. 
In their place you will have manufacturers and 
merchants, in other words simpletons and narrow- 
minded men, to the systematic exclusion of every- 
thing great in politica. England wiU thus be 
made semi-democratic, inferior in many respects 
to the genuine and terrible democracy of the 
United States. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of 
yourself and keep up your spirits so long as time 
and circumstances will allow you to do so. 



CCXXIV- 

Paris, May 23, 1866. 
My Deab Panizzi, 

You are wrong in accusing me of being 
an Austrian. If the Austrians are not as great 
thieves as the Prussians, they have been their 
accomplices. I approvo of the desire of the 
Italians to set Venice free, but I do not like their 
alliance with M. de Bismark; stili less do I like 
the Yolunteers and Garibaldi, and less stili a 
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Chamber whicb imposes a taz on the funds in 
defiance of a treaty. Ali this smacka of revolu- 
tion, which is my pet detestation. Here, not only 
among the Legitimists and the clerical party, there 
exists a very bad feeling against the Italian 
Government; the cooks and the small fry of 
Paris are ali holders of the Italian loan, and are 
bowling like wild beasts. I fancy the Senato will 
put a stop to this serious blunder, but it is an 
ominous sign. 

Last night peace was in the ascendant. The 
Ministers I met were more reassured. My belief 
is that we shall not bave a finger in the pie, 
excepUs exdpiendis^ for instance, in the event of 
Milan being invaded by the Austrians. 

I bave just met an officer who very recently 
saw both the Italian and the Austrian armies. 
He says there is great enthusiasm on the one 
side, despondency but determination on the other ; 
the Italian commissariat, he says, is very bad ; the 
Austrian very good. The Italian army needs six 
weeks yet to put it in proper trim. The fleet is 
magnificent and the sailors excellent. My in- 
formant thinks it would be possible to take 
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Venioe, and to convey a large number of troops 
io the lef t bank of the Adige, wìth the effect of 
harassing to a very great extent the Communi- 
cations from the Tjrol and Camicia. The person 
from whom I bave this information ia a sensible 
fellow, very impartial and witL good eyes of bis 
own. 

I went to the Empress's ball the night before 
last, andy to my great surprise, met Mr. Layard 
there. He appeared pleased wibh bis visit. A 
circle was made round the Emperor, who was 
talking to M. de Metternich. The latter was very 
pale and gesticulated much ; but what were they 
saying ? M. de Goltz, on the oontrary, was very 
red. . Nigra was as black as bis name. 

I bave just lost an old friend, Madame de X., 
who died in the full possession of ber head, ber 
intelligence, and ber mind, which were of no 
common order. She leaves a rather largo fortune 
to ber nephew. Her other relations, it is said, 
are going to dispute the will for the sake of the 
money. They are opposed to giving anything to 
ber old servants, net even enough to pay their 
ezpenses to Normandy to accompany the body of 
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their mistress. This is a way our mstocracy 
bave got, and yet these people are very well off. 
When the upper classes live and behave them- 
selves as ours do, when the common people are 
silly enough to imagine that M. Thiers is a 
sublime politician, and when the country is 
literally covered with very active and very intelli- 
gent secret societies, do not you think a revolution 
would be infemally dangerous ? I do not believe 
in one ali the same, but I sincerely hope that we 
may play the part of spectator for as long as 
possible. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Get well quickly 
and be careful of the cold nights. 



ccxxv. 

Paris, May 31, 1866. 
My Deab Panizzi, 

You ask me when I am coming to see 
you ? The will is not wanting, believe me, but, 
in the first place, I must make a display of zeal 
until the conclusion of the session, and, in the 
second, I often ask myself whether I am in a fiit 
state to travel, and whether I should not do well 
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to imitate a sick animai and lie down quietly in 
my den instead of running the risk of troubling 
my f rìends with the care of my carcase. It would 
be very indiscreet of me to entrust you with the 
task of administering the last sacrament to me 
and delivering my f uneral oration. I often think 
that moment is approaching and I find the thought 
somewhat annoying. 

Feople here are more and more pacifìc, and 
many of them believe that, when once the Congress 
has assembled, the chances of war will diminish 
stiU more by reason of the responsibility which 
will devolve upon whosoever declines to accede 
to the wish expressed by the majority. I do not 
quite see, however, how people like M. de Bis- 
mark and M. de Mensdorf are to be made to 
listen to reason. The most difficult task of ali, 
perhaps, will be to keep G-aribaldi quiet. I always 
regret that Italy should ha ve had recourse to such 
instruments. It appears that the Frussians are 
the least warlike among the G-ermans. In some 
provinces, notably on the Rhine, the behaviour of 
the Landwehr has been scandalous, so much so 
as to give rise to considerable anxiety. They are 
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f urious at having to leave their own business to 
attend to that of M. de Bismark, and if the 
Germans were a diSerent people from what they 
are, the revolution would already be a fact. But 
a German bas so many glasses of beer to drink 
bef ore he can make up bis mind to do anything I 

M. Fould, with whom I dined on Saturday, 
sends ali sorts of friendly messages to you. Dea 
Yarannes, whom you saw at Biarritz, is appointed 
to the Emperor s Staff, in place of Duperrey, who 
has taken command of a vessel on the coast of 
America. You will receive repeated visits from 
the Duchesse Colonna, who has some commissiona 
to ezecute for South Kensington. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of 
yourself, and send me a line when your wrist will 
let you. 



CCXXVI. 

Paris, June 6, 1866. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

On the subject of the Roman Legions, 
you will find in Forcellini, under the word Legio, 
a passage by Paul Diacre, quoting Festus, who 



al^iJ.Ub.^ 
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Bays that Marius ìncreased the Legions from four 
to six thousand men. It is certain that the 
organization of Csesar'B armj had nothing in 
common with that in the time of Poljbius ; Marius, 
in ali probability, made a thorough change. The 
Legion no longer possessed light troops {velites, 
rorarity &c.), and a few passages go to prove that 
the cohort consisted of six hundred men. There 
are also some inscriptions, but of the Imperiai 
epoch, where mention is made of cohors millenaria. 
I bave no doubt that Cassar' s legions, when they 
first entered Gaul, were at least six thousand 
strong, and I also believe that there were super- 
numeraries for the purpose of replacing casualties. 
But that does not make it correct to computo, in 
the course of CsBsar's campaigns, his legions at six 
thousand men each. Modem battalions are eigbt 
hundred strong at the commencemeut of a war, 
but they rarely muster more than five hundred by 
the middle of the campaign. 

The main point in war, putting aside the spirit 
of a very warlike nation, is that the people should 
bave f aith in it and its history ; which, I trust, 
will not stand in the way of their fighting well, 
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sbould tbe necessitj arise. There is a report that 
Frince Humbert said to tbe Prince Napoleon, 
" Thank God, this time we can do wìthout you." 
Upon wbicb bis cousin replied, '* Don t talk 
nonsense. I wish, f or the sake of botb Italj and 
France, tbat you could do wìtbout us, but I fear 
tbe Prussians will not figbt, or will be well 
tbrasbed, and tbat you will bav^e more Austrians 
on your back tban you can carry/' 

It ÌB, àlso, very curiouB to see bow tbe same 
Cabinet invariably falla into tbe same errors. 
Austria, wbo, in tbe first place, displayed more 
wisdom tban Prussia, now kicks over tbe traces 
altogetber ; and, wbat is more curious stili, after 
baving ref used to take any part in tbe Conference, 
sbe refrains from overwbelming Siberia witbber su- 
perior force. Sbe is doing precisely wbat sbe did in 
1859, wben sbe declared war, and, baving declared 
it, instead of pusbing on towards Turin, sbe con- 
fined berself to marcbing up and down tbe rigbt 
bank of tbe Ticino f or several days. 

Tbe faces puUed by business men are very sad 
and very lugubrious. The middle class are equally 
unbappy, and accuse the Emperor of fanning the 
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flame. The lower orders seem, on the contrary, 
rather pleased, and the Emperor, when he paid a 
. visit a day or two ago to some manufactory or 
other, had a triumphant reception. The people 
who Bupport Jules Favre and Thiers are at this 
moment very zealous Bonapartists. The Emperor 
certainly knows and manages the popular mind 
better than anybody else. 

Good-bye, my dear Panìzzi. Tour letter to 
Pietri was sent off ten minutes after it reached 



me. 



OCXXVIL 

Paris, June 8, 1866. 

Mt Deab Panìzzi, 

Tou Bay that you rely, for the interests 
of Italy, upon God and Napoleon III. It seems 
to me that one of them is getting ready. I have 
every reason to believe that M. Fould, whose 
financial plans would be ruined by a war, intenda 
to resign. His retirement means a loan, and a 
loan means war. 

The utmost aversion to war and the Prussiana 

YOL. II. M 
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exists bere. The next questìon is — can the taste 
be gratified ? 

Good-bye. Take care of yourself, and let me 
know your final plans, and especially the dates. 



COXXVIII. 

Paris, June 10, 1866. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

We are stili waiting to bear the first 
shot, but these Germans never come to the point. I 
think the greatest danger lies in the King of 
Prussia taking up with some new f orm of foolish- 
ness, or dying of apoplexy, or in the death of 
Bismark. In either of these three cases, it does 
not matter which, the Prussians and the Austrìans 
would embrace like brothers, and you would have 
to bear the whole brunt of the war by yourselves. 
There is a report that the Landwehr are display- 
ing so bad a spirit that it is doubtful whether 
they will fight. As for us, we are not displaying 
any desire in that direction, but it is not im- 
possible that later on our ideas may change. My 
conviction is stili the same; that the Emperor 
will never permit Austria to regain possession of 
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Milau. I stili believe that he does not like your 
mode of warfare ; I mean, with volunteera in red 
shirts under the command of Garibaldi, who are 
seen tobetoo politicai, and will not fight like regular 
troops. Garibaldi writes to his friends at Nice to 
Bay that he will return from Venice to re-annex 
them to Italy. In a word, it is in vain that the 
Italian movement is so very national ; there is 
something about it by no means reassuring to 
your neighbours, ourselves in particular, That 
will explain to you the scant syrapathy felt here 
for the belligerents, whoever they may be, 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Eest assured that 
I shall be very pleased to spend a few weeks with 
you — no matter where — this year. 



OCXXIX. 

Paris, June 25, 1866. 
My Dbab Panizzi, 

I am rather uneasy about the course 
of events in Spain. They appear to me to be 
serious this time. I fear Madame de Montijo's 
house has been bespattered, for the battio was 
fought only a few yards from it. 
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The Germans are much less eager, and do not 
seem inclined to hurry themselvee. The Pnis- 
sians are stili advaQcing, and, without striking a 
blow, bave occupied positione which Frederick 
II. and Napoleon looked upon as of the highest 
importance. General Benedek maj possìbly find 
it out before long. I am neither Prussìan nor 
Austrìan ; I do not believe that the Germans 
bave ìmmortal souls, and I should be quite 
content to aee them devour each other like the 
Kilkenny oats ; but bere nearly everybody is 
Austrian. The otber day, on a false report of a 
Tictory by the Imperiai forcee, the Luxembourg 
quarter was on the point of being illuminated, 
whìch appears to Hare displeased the Emperor. 
The fact that he ìs supposed to entertain a 
partiality for M. de Bismark is, perhaps, the 
reason why the students and the little men 
anioiig the middle class bare Austrian tendencies. 
Semper maledicere de priore is the motto of your 
Parisian. 

Tlic Emperor is said to bave abaudoned bis 
journey to Alsace for the same reason which 
prevL'iitE a man goiog to see a house be wishes to 
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purchase — ^for fear the proprietor might raise bis 
price. As far as I am concerned, I do no believe 
he has any intentions against the Bhenìsh pro- 
vinoes. They do not want us-, and I do not see 
how we should gain in strength by annexing 
them. They might become a Venetia for us. Is 
it trae that Garibaldi is ìli ? 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I hope speedily to 
philosophize with you, de rebus omnibus et 
quibusdam aliis^ in Bloomsbury Square. 



coxxx. 

Paris, June 28, 1866. 
Mt Dbae Panizzi, 

It is unfortunate that the oommence- 
ment of the war should have been so disastrous, 
but the Italian army, if it was not cleverly 
handled, at ali events fought magnificently. The 
youDg soldiers displayed plenty of dash and 
coolness, and carne very well out of the trying 
ordeal of artillery fire. Prince Humbert has 
shown himself more fiery than even his father, 
«nd, as our African soldiers say, il à fait de la 
fantasia in the midst of the Austrian cavalry. I 
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have called on the Princesse Clotilde. Prince 
Amadeo's wound will not keep him away from 
the armj for more than a fort night. Here, where 
everybody is very Austrian, the effect has been 
good. Interest is now being taken in the Italians, 
and if that goes on public opinion wiU be what it 
was in 1859. 

There is a vague rumour to-day of a defeat of 
the Prussians. I foUow the operations day by 
day with Marshals Canrobert and Vaillant. We 
cannot make Benedek or the Prussians out in the 
least. The Germans are so deep that you cannot 
get to the bottom of them. It seems to me that, 
up to the present time, tbe Prussians have the 
best of it. They have a great portion of Germany 
with them, whence they draw money and prò* 
visions. Whatever happens, I fanoy plenty of 
Princes and petty Princes will be on the ground 
when peace is declared. I should like to be in 
their place; they are sure to have pensiona 
allotted to them, and they will have nothing 
to do. 

I do not think the Tory Ministry will do any- 
thing prejudicial to our relations with England, 
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or that it will meddle with affairs on the Oonti- 
nent any more than its predecessors did. Cotton, 
whose praises Mr. Gladstone sang so loudlj, has 
made England abandon her position and even ber 
amour-propre. Sbe bas efEaoed berself for tbe 
time being. Perbaps some day or otber sbé will 
resumé ber old babits. One tbing is yery certain 
— tbe Gladstone-Russell combination was by no 
means a bappy one. One said, ^^ Stand anytbing 
ratber tban figbt;" and tbe otber insulted every- 
body. Tbe worst result of tbe cbange would be 
tbe witbdrawal of Lord Oowley, wbo is very mucb 
liked and bas great personal influence witb tbe 
Emperor, He is not very fond of bis post, and I 
doubt bis being willing to remain in Paris witb tbe 
new Ministers. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. I am deligbted to 
bear tbat Jones succeeds you. Do not make your 
final speecb until I come. I bope tbey will give 
you a dinner and turtle-soup. You know tbat I 
am disinterested in tbe matter. 
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CCXXXI. 

Paris, July 2, 1866. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I have this moment seen a telegram 
from Vienna. The Austrians have been compelled 
to abandon Kònigsgratz. They hope to keep 
Prague. They attribute the Buccess of the 
Prussiana to the needle-gun. It is a repetition of 
the Seven Tears' War, when the Prussians intro- 
duced iron ramrods f or their muskets, whereas 
the Austrians had only wooden ones. They com- 
plain bitterly of the Federai Army, which is not 
ready. 

I am afraid we shall be detained in the Senato 
longer than I ezpected. There is a report to-day 
that a verj important senatus-cansultum is to be 
brought forward. Its object is to replace the 
debate on the Address by f reedom of interpellation 
in the Corps Législatif — a deplorable invention, 
in my opinion, and worthy of Grisbouille, who 
jumped into the river to get out of the rain. It 
is quite true that the debate on the Address in 
the Corps Législatif furnishes an opportunity to 
the Opposition to make a scandalous exhibition of 
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themselves, and to brìng forward ali sorts of 
general questions which, by means of a modicum 
of skìll and eioquence, assume the form of a 
censure on the Government. But, especially this 
year, the Opposition have not had the best of the 
debate ; ali ìmpartial people complained of the 
manner in which it was spun out, and not a few 
said that the deputies were amusing themselves 
instead of carrying on the business of the country. 

On the other hand, why does the Emperor make 
a speech from the Throne ? If he made no speech 
there would be no Address. It is rather amusing 
to find the Government wanting to speak, but re- 
fusing to allow any one to reply. As for inter- 
pellations, if they are not rendered very difficult, 
they will prove far more inoonvenient than the 
Address. In fact, there will be a perpetuai 
Address, in which each question will be discussed 
at boiling point. Lastly, the idea is ali the more 
lamentable, in my eyes, because it resembles one 
of Bismark's plans. 

However, the senatus-consultum is stili in an 
embryo state. I sincerely hope it may never see 
the light. Keep it for yourselves. 
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Has the Derby Ministry managed to assume a 
definite shape P And how is it going to secare a 
majority ? 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. The storm we 
ha ve been having for the last few days impedes 
my breathing. Let me hear from you. 



COXXXII. 

Paris, July 5, 1866. 

My De ab Panizzi, 

What do you think of the Moniteur ? 
We live in queer times. But the Congress will 
certainly be in a state of infemal perplexity. 

I heard a few curious anecdotes, from a reliable 
source, about Benedek yesterday. His Bmperor 
wrote him a very polite lettor, saying that military 
men of experience were astonished at his having 
given up the defiles of Bohemia, positions which 
might easily have been def ended, &c., &c. Benedek 
replied simply, " That was not a part of my pian." 
After one of the engagements before Kònigsgràtz 
he tumed an Archduke, who had displeased him, 
cut of the army. 

This would have been ali very well if he had 
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won the battio, but to lose it after ali this is too 
ridiculous. He is the same man who won the 
battle of Solferino twenty-four times over with 
blank cartridge, but who lost it the first time 
buUets were tried, 

I should very much like to know whether these 
amusements will cause any alteration in jour 
plans. Nothing definite as jet with regard to the 
8enaiuS'COìi8ultum I mentioned to you. 

After much consideration, I have come to the 
conclusion to play the part of a friend, and I have 
written the Empress a letter which is as remark- 
able for the force of its ideas as for the amenity 
of its style. I have described to her the effect 
produced in the Senato by the mere announce- 
ment of the proposai, and I have told her in a 
few lines ali the reasons against the change and 
the moment chosen for carrying it out. I have 
not roceived any reply, but I feel suro my letter 
has been shown, which is just what I want. Teli 
me if you think I have acted rightly. As far as 
I am concerned, I have quieted my conscience, 
and, in my own opinion, have fulfiUed a friend*s 
duty. 
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Tou will bave seen that Her Majesty went to 
Amiens to see the cholera patients. I am not 
Bure that it was a prudent action, but it was a 
noble one. As for stopping her on such occa- 
sions, you know as well as I do that it is of no 
use even dreaming of that ; and if you talk to 
her about danger, she will only expose herself the 
more. 

There is a regular outcry in Paris for the manu- 
facture of needle guns. Some thousands bave 
been tried at the camp at Chàlons with a new 
kind of powder, more extraordinary even than the 
powder of perlimpinpin, which is spoken of as 
being marvellous. 



OOXXXIIL 

Paris, July 7, 1866. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

We live at the opera. Where else can 
you find such wonderful changes of scene ? The 
reply of Prussia has arrived, and is, apparently, 
very polite and even affectionate. The armistice, 
if not actually conoluded, is at ali events recog- 
nised as a matter of fact. I do not think we shall 
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put forward any extravagant pretensions. The 
utmost concern we can bave in the matter will be 
some territorial rectifications of minor import- 
ance. Tbere is some talk of Landau and tbe 
valley of tbe Sarre. It appears to me to be a 
miUtary question for consideration in connection 
witb tbe security of the frontiers of Franco and 
(xermany respectively. Nevertheless, Grod only 
knows what the Prussians may ask, and what may 
be the outcome of the intoxication produced by 
success. At ali eyents, it is very evident to me 
that we sball not bum any powder this year. 

You would, as I understand, like to see Venice 
purified. Why not go tbere now ? Come bere, 
pay your respects to Her Majesty, and perbaps I 
will go witb you to Venice. That would be far 
better than waiting for me in London. We sball 
not be quit of tbe Sonate for another week. I 
could not, therefore, be witb you before tbe 14tb 
or 15tb, and I should find you witb your steam 
up, ali ready for a start. 

We are having wretohed weather ; damp beat 
and cold rain succeed each otber ten times a day, 
and I am very ili in consequence. Tbe cholera 
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stili rages at Amìens, but ìt is confined to thut 
place. In a village about three quarters of a 
league away there has not been a single case. 

I am glad you approved of my letter to the 
Empress. She has not replied to it, but you may 
have noticed that the senatus-cansultum does not 
contain any of the provisions I dreaded. As it 
stands it is devoid of importance, but its having 
been proposed is a bad sign, and I am rather 
afraid I am in bad odour for having been the first 
to give my opinion against a step which was in- 
tended but abandoned. That was one reason why 
J voted for the senatus-consultam as it was brought 
forward yesterday, inoperative though it be, or, 
really, because it is inoperative; otherwise, I 
should have appeared sulky. 

You can have no idea of the anger and despair 
of the parliamentarians. One cause of offence is 
the display, on the part of Europe, of an amount 
of consideration for the Emperor which was never 
accorded to Louis-Philippe ; but if these people 
had any love for their country, they ought to be 
glad to know that she is saved from a war, and 
from even any excuse for war. This sort of 
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feeling is not in vogue among our great men, and 
M. Thiers will neverforgive Europefornothaving 
chosen him as mediator. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of 
yourself. What is to become of the Museum ? 



CCXXXTY, 

Paris, July 11, 1866, 

Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

I shall not be able to get away before 
the senatus-consultum is settled, which, apparently, 
will not be until after the end of next week. It 
will probably be passed at the same time that you 
are shutting up shop. But I see a very serious 
difBculty in the way of our joumey to Italy. The 
war is not over, and there is nothing to show that 
it will come to an end speedily. It is undoubtedly 
a very fine thing to be a mediator, but nothing can 
be dono with hot-headed or angry people, and 
there is, moreover, every reason to fear being 
dragged into the quarrel, instead of appeasing it. 

The Prussian envoy, the petty Prince de Reuss, 
arrived yesterday, hearing propositions which are 
described as being extravagant. On the other 
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band, the Italìans reply to our propositions bj 
demanding Rome and making Cialdinì cross the 
Po. More polite action, I think, might possiblj 
have been taken. There is a Piedmontese here, 
a great friend of the King, who tells me that 
Victor Emannuel has only two courses open to 
him — to allow himself to be dragged onwards 
by revolution, or to abdicate. AH this does not 
hold out much hope of a very tranquil summer 
and antumn, and I am afraid we shall soon be 
compelled to take an active part in a duel in whìch 
we only promised to act as second. It is reported 
that Prince Napoleon has been despatched to Italy. 
He is the one Frenchman whom I should not bave 
chosen. When such selections are made there is 
every chance of embarrassment. 

The conclusion I have arrived at is that, forthe 
present, it is impossible to form any definite 
plans. A joumey to Italy now means running the 
risk of dying from the beat and going headlong 
into ali the annoyances of a time of war and re- 
volution. This last objection, however, weighs 
perhaps more withmethan with you, and ought not 
in any degree to influenoe your plans or your 
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decisions. In f our or five days the future may be 
soinewliat less troublous than it seems just now. 
As we can nqither of us stir, the beat thing we can 
do Ì8 to waìt. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanìzzi. I am sorry I shall 
net be present at the solemn moment when you 
surrender the keys of the British Museum and say 
good-bye to the gorilla. 



CCXXXV. 

Paris, July 15, 1866. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

Yesterday, contrary to general ex- 
pectation, but with the assistance of M. de 
Boissy, who made a speech which wearied and 
annoyed everybody, the debate on the senatuS" 
conaultum took place, and ali was done and over 
in an hour instead of lasting for three or four 
days, as was anticipated. It foUows, therefore, 
that I am free and that I can start for Bloomsbury 
Square on Thursday or any other day you please 
to name. On receipt of this lettor let me know 
which day, after Wednesday, will suit you. Should 
you have any appointment in the country, a dinner 

VOL. n. K 
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or any other little affair, the day is a matter of no 
importance to me. Teli me by what train I must 
leave, for you are a greater authority on tbese 
matterà than Bradshaw himself. 

Nobody bere is surprised at Italy being re- 
Btrained by ber treaty with Prussia, but wbat 
people do not like is that the Windows of tbe 
Frencb Consul at Milan sbould be smasbed ; tbat 
French Sisters of Charity sbould be insulted at 
Legborn, and that the crew of a French merchant 
vessel sbould be maltreated in Sicily. I omit ali 
mention of the display of Orsini's portrait at 
Milan and elsewhere. I do not for a moment be- 
lio ve that these amenities are concurred in either 
by the Italian Government or the nation. They 
are the work of the Mazzinist party, but the 
Government is too lenient and will end by getting 
into a scrape. As for believing that the Bmperor 
wants to keep Yenetia for himself, or even to sell 
it, credai Judceus apella. 

The negotiations continue and so does the war, 
but the former with greater activity than the 
latter. Nevertheless, it is by no means improb- 
able that there may be a battio with the 
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Prussiana over Vienna. The great point is to find 
out what part the Hungarians wish to play. If 
thej are not anxious to be shot in favour of the 
house of Hapsburg, the whole business wiU be 
finished in a fortnight by the coUapse of Austria ; 
otherwise, it may last a long time yet. The re- 
port to-day is that Prussia is more moderate in 
her pretensions. I doubt it. M. de Bismark 
would like to finish the business without a Con- 
gress, and he is right. I am not sure that we shall 
not ask for something on our own account, even 
if it be merely an unimportant rectification of 
f rentier in the direction of Landau and the yalley 
of the Sarre, but everything is stili in a state of 
great uncertainty. The idea of sending Prince 
Napoleon to Italy has been very wisely aban- 
doned, but a great mistake was made in even 
thinking of him. 

I have obtained some curious details about the 
battio of Sadowa from an eye-witness. A 
Prussian regiment, three thousand strong, had 
only four hundred effective men left at night. A 
Saxon battalion of eleven hundred men, among 
whom was the son of Madame de Seebach, had 
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not more than sixty-six ; joung de Seebach was 
killed. The Princesse de Metternich's brother was 
saved by a mìracle. Prinoe Charles of Prussia 
appears to ha ve displayed ali the talent of a great 
General. Bara avis in terris. As for M. de 
Bismark, he is my hero. He appears to me, 
although he ìs a G-erman, to bave understood the 
Germans and to bave reckoned them up as being 
precisely the egregious fools that they are. The 
main thing now is to divine if ali the upshot of ali 
this is to be a revolution, or a new order of 
things, and what order ? 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I shall see you 
Boon, I hope. The intense beat is doing me good, 
and I am getting on pretty well. 



CCXXXVL 



Saint-Cloud, August 12, 1866. 
Mt Deae Panizzi, 

** Teli Mr. Panizzi that, if he passes 
through Paris, he will be obliged to go to an hotel, 
and that I shall be glad if he will give me the pre* 
ference.'* 
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That is the message which the Empress yester- 
day charged me to deliver to you. 

The Emperor has been much better sìnce his 
return from Vichy. Being very nervous, and 
not havìng, since the commencement of the war, 
taken any exercise, he was feverish and excited. 
A day's fine weatherwill set him up. But,inlieu 
of fine weather, the Empress of Mexico has 
arrived. She came yesterday to St. Cloud in 
fiocchi. I was struck by her likeness to Louis- 
Philippe. 

There are, apparently, a good many knots to 
untie in the G-erman and Italian affairs. The 
order for the concentration of Cìaldinì's army was 
a clever euphemism to secure an armistice, and, 
consequently, peace. The pressing need now is 
to restore order to the finances and the Adminis- 
tration generally. A few leagues of territory are 
not worth the trouble of fighting for, or running 
any risk to gain. 

Madame de Montebello's shoulders are stili 
adorable. She apprecìates your message, and 
thanks you for it. She was walking one day in 
the Bois de Boulogne with a dog without a musarle 
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on. One of the warders wanted to confiscate the 
animali as unmuzzled dogs are against the rules. 
Madame de Montebello looked at him with those 
beseeching eyes you know so well, and said, "Ah ! 
air, it is the Emperor's dog's wife 1 " 

I ha ve received an invitation for Biarrìtz, but I 
do not know when I shall go. My letter — the 
one I mentioned to you — had a good effect ; for 
an aphorism, which had not been forgotten, was 
quoted to me. Talking of this, a curious thing 
happened to me. M. Bouher yesterday asked me 
if anythìng had been said to me about a matter 
conceming me. ** Nothing. What is it ? " 
" Tou are to have the star of a grand ojfficier. It 
is, apparently, intended as a little surprise for 
you." I was rather stupified. I then said that £ 
was very sensible of the honour, and the mark 
of favour it conveyed, and I added, " Would it 
not be better to make a more politicai use of this 
distinction ? It would not alter my devotion in 
the leasti whereas it might increase it in the case 
of others. Besides, I am the idlest and the most 
useless of men. I look upon myself as being a 
yery happy man. I live in my shell and my 
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dres8Ìng.gown, and what should I do with a star?" 
Upon which, many empty compliments were paid 
me, and I was sworn to secreoy. The Empress 
hàs not said a word to me, and I have not dared 
to broach the matter. Margeritas ante porcos. 
What do you think ? 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. The weather is 
simply abonunable, and very bad for the f armerà. 



CCXXXVII. 

SaÌDt-Cloud, August 19, 1866. 
Mt Deak Panizzi, 

I am here stili, and have never 
budged, not even on the 15th of August. The 
Empress regretted that you were not here to 
spend the morning with her, and wish the Em- 
peror and the Prince many happy retums of the 
day. She would very much like to see you, and 
threatens you with an advertisement in the 
" agony column " of the Times if you do not pay 
her a visit in Paris on your return. The Emperor 
is much better ; he has been out and about for 
the last two days. He has resumed his ordinary 
mode of life, although from time to time he has 
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slìght attacks of fever. I think that, with the 
help of a little warm weather, he would be quite 
well again. 

We are stili very pacific. I do not think any 
f uss will be made on your side about a few slices 
of mountainous territory. The important point 
is to bave a strategie frontier. A few years of 
peace will make you much more powerful than a 
war which would givo you a few leagues of de- 
batable and debated ground. For many a long 
day to come, I fancy the ci-devant Empire will 
give you no trouble. It is dislocated by war, and 
in ali probability peace will dislocate it stili more. 
The main thing is to put the finances in order, 
and to assimilate the military institutions of 
Prussia, which to-day appear to be rò icaXòi^, to 
Italian customs. We ourselves bave plenty of 
reforms to carry out in this direction, aud much 
to leam. No easy matter, considering the love of 
routine which exists in this country. 

I am invited to Biarritz, if there is to be a 
Biarritz, which depends on more than one con- 
tingency in the future. It is, however, very prob- 
able that, towards the beginning of September» 
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I shall be the ornament of the terraoe you wot of» 
The weather, if not quite fine, is, at ali events» 
once more tolerable, and we take long drives and 
walks. 

Yesterday we went to present the prizes to the 
daughters of those sous-officiers who possess 
medals. They are educated at Loges, near Saìnt- 
Germain. They sang very much out of tune, and 
showed US specimens of theìr wrìting and book- 
keeping by doublé entry. There were two 
hundred and twelve of them, nearly ali ugly. Her 
Majesty kissed one, but her courage failed her in 
respect of the other two hundred and eleven. The 
Prince presented the prizes to the laureates with 
admirable gravity and self-possessìon. 

This evening we spent our time in reading and 
chatting. Not the least formality. We dined in 
frock-coats. We are threatened with a gala and 
a dinner to her Mexican Majesty. She will 
get something to eat, but I doubt her getting 
eìther money or men. I should not be surprised 
if Maximilian were to abdicate within a few 
months. Then would come a Republic, or, more 
likely, anarchy, followed closely by the Yankees> 
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Lynch law, and an Anglo-Saxon colonization. 
I am seni for to go out for a walk, and I 
bave only time to shake hands with jou. I have 
received the star I mentioned— or, rather, the 
patent. 
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Paris, August 28, 1866. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

I left Saint-Cloud yesterday, for the 
purpose of making my final arrangements before 
going to Biarritz. I left everybody well at the 
chàteau. There is not a soni left in Paris ; 
everybody is in the country, or at the conseils 
généraux. Consequently, tbere is an utter dearth 
of politics. 

The Empress of Mexico left Paris not very 
much pleased with her visit, and especially f urious 
against M. Fould, whom she asked for money, 
and who would not givo ber any. She is going to 
Miramar, probably to prepare for ber installation 
there. Nobody doubts that she will speedily be 
rejoined by Maximilian, who does not care about 
awaiting in Mexico the departure of the French 
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troops. Both husband and wif e seem angry with 
Marshal Bazaine. It is asserted that he, too, 
wants to be Emperor of Mexico, and there are 
noi wanting people who believe such a thing 
feasìble, everythìng being possible among that 
race. Judgìng from the specimens I have seen 
at Saint-Cloud, they are mammìfers more nearlj 
approaching goriUas than human beings. The 
Yankees alone will succeed in subjugating them, 
by means of Lynch law and the civilising 
methods they are accustomed to employ. 

Why has Mazzini been recalled ? The step has 
created no good effect here, and serious difficulties 
are anticipated in connection with Rome. Is it 
trae that the Pope and Antonelli himself have 
become more tractable ? Teli me what state of 
mìnd the people are in, and if they are thinking of 
building up rather than of puUing down. When 
I spoke to my host of Saint-Cloud of the inten- 
tion to present him with some objets (Tari carried 
off from Venice, he deigned to laugh, and asked 
whence I got my information. As far as we are 
ooncemed, there is not a word of truth in it, and I 
very much doubt if it is true as regards anybody 
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else. The Austrians are much more ardent 
lovers of money than of pictures, and that con- 
BÌderation, I ìmagine, will secare the safety of the 
Works of Titian and Paul Veronese in the 
Academy of Yenice. 

I dined on Saturday quietly with the Princess 

and her husband. She is very like the 

Queen ; but she ìs well-made» very young, and 
seems good-natured. Her consort looks as if he 
would neyer set the Seine on fire. The Emperor 
was infiocchi^ and wore the Order of the Garter. 
The little Frince was very nice, and made violent 
love to the Princess. 

We bave had three days' fine weather, but to- 
day a storm has brought back the rain. I bave 
ne ver seen so diiU a summer ; Ihopeyou arebeing 
treated batter on your side the Alps. The Prin- 
cess Mathilde is at Belgirate, on Lake Maggiore, 
and will remain there until the end of September. 
She says she hopes to see you if you are in her 
neighbourhood. 

Teli me candidly where you would prefer to 
live — in Italy or Ensfland ? 
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CCXXXIX. 

Biarritz, September 8, 1866. 
Mt Dbae Panizzi, 

Will the peace last, and what will be 
done from the direction of Rome ? Here, as you 
may well imagìne, we know absolutely nothing. 
The resignation of M. Droujn de Lhuys even is 
enveloped in mystery, so far as we are concemed. 
As far as I can see, the only probability is that we 
shall leave Rome, and the Clericals will cry aloud 
in sorrow. What are the volunteers going to do? 
I bave not the most remote idea. The best course 
they could foUow would be to remain quiet, and 
let the invalid die a naturai death, a contingency 
which seems to me almost inevitable, whereas the 
slightest symptom of persecution might infuse a 
little vigour into him. It is invariably so with 
women and priests. 

We are having some rather hot weather here, 
with storms now and then which only cool the 
air for a few hours. The Emperor is expected 
next week, and also the Queen of Spain, who is 
going to pay us a visit before returning to 
Madrid. Madame de Lourmel is at the Villa, 
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and, with Varaigne, desires to be remembered to 
you. We are eating plentif uUy of mushrooms with 
garlic, and gìgantic peacbes; we stroll onthebanks 
of the Adour, and, in a word, lead a very comfort- 
able and uneventful life. 

When I am not asleep, I am reading a book, of 
which, unfortunately, I have only one volume, It 
is a work by Burchard, who deals too much with 
ceremonial, and not enough with manners and 
customs, private and public. Can you teli me 
how to set about getting the complete work ? 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of 
yourself, and do not persuade yourself that you 
cannot live elsewhere than in London. I bope 
the beach of Cannes will not frighten you, and I 
guarantee it will do you good. 



CCXL. 

Biarritz, September 14, 1866. 
Mt DflAB Panizzi, 

There is some talk of an ascent of La 
Rune to-morrow by a very (too !) large company. 
I hope we shall get back without any bones being 
broken. The Emperor does not appear very 
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anxious to join us. One day we hear that bis 
arrivai is dose at band, another that it is post- 
poned to the Greek Kalends. Por my part, I 
should like to see hìm here» because, though we 
are not amusing ourselves over much, we are not 
as serious as becomes such respectable people as 
we ali are. In spite of everything that is said 
against " blue stockings," they bave one good 
thing about them, and that is an abundance af 
resouroe wherewith to pass away the time. Al- 
though I aoquit myself tolerably well as a courtier, 
I am occasionally inclined to fall in with ideas 
d la Bright, and I long to be able to live as a free 
agent in some sunny spot. We are promised a 
visit from the Grand Duchess Marie de Leuch- 
tenberg, who may possibly bring with ber a 
modicum of etiquette, though, at ali events when 
she is travelling, she too dispenses with it. 

The first volume of Burchard, the only one I 
bave, is wearisome. It is one long ceremonial, with 
bere and there an amusing passage, such for 
instance, as where he tells how Pope Innocent 
VII. was buried without a shirt, because the one 
he had on when he died was stolen. . 
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CCXLI. 
Biarritz, September 21, 1866. 

Mt Deab Fakizzi» 

Mj remark about "blue stockings'* 
was suggested bj the inclination f or unintellectual 
amusements which I deplore in a person I like. 
It arises from ber education not having been 
literary enough. The great advantage of litera- 
ture Ì8 that it implants noble tastes, which are 
becoming more and more rare in this sublunary 
world of ours. 

The Emperor is quite well ; he arrives to-day. 
I do not think that he has ever been serìouslj ili, 
but the nature of bis indisposition renders him 
gloomy and morose. He is never verj lively, 
and you know that any derangement of the diges- 
tive organs produces a great eSect on the interior 
economy, but, I repeat, ali is well now. 

We started for La Rune last Monday, in the 
middle of a pelting shower. We were stemly 
resolute. When we reached MichePs, at Sare, 
the weather cleared up, and the sun shone out 
through the clouds every now and then. Michel, 
however, told us that the ascent was impossible, 
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and he took us to see some very curious grottoes 
two leagues from Sare. The party consisted of 
five-and-twenty on horseback, and five ladies in 
litters. I need not say that there were some 
upsets, and oonsequent damage to the litters. One 
of the grottoes is the bed of a subterranean 
stream, ornamented with bats, stalactites, &c. 
The other, of gigantic proportions, and hearing 
the euphonious name of Sagarramurdo, is a mag- 
nificient naturai tunnel, with a river in the centre. 
Michel had engaged a dozen orpheonists, who 
Bang very primitive Basque airs in chorus, aocom- 
panied by a species of shrill flageolet, the invarì- 
able refrain being Viva ImpercUnsa ! A storm 
saluted us on leaving. We were wet through to 
the skin» but Michel had a good fire ready for us, 
as well as some excellent sherry, on which, in ali 
probability, he had forgotten to pay duty. We 
got back to the villa at midnight, and sat down 
to supper. 

Next momiug it was evident that nobody had 
canght cold. One lady complained of a bruise on 
her knee, another of having been hurt somewhere 
else, by the fall of a litter. I was not in a 

YOL. u. 
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position to yerify eìther statement. I shall prob- 
ablj stay bere another week. 

Good-bye, roy dear Fanizzì. May Saint An* 
thony, your patron saint, preserve you from ali ìli, 
and from the temptations of the Evil One I 



CCXLIL 

Biarritz, October 3» 1866. 
Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

We are stili bere, and there is no talk 
of leaving. The Emperor is well, and bis illness, 
or rather, bis series of illnesses, bas never been 
alarming. He is very mnoh preoccupied with a 
number of things, each one prodncing its contin- 
gent of embarrassments — Mexico, Yenetia, Ger- 
many, the Pope, the inundations, the bad harvest, 
and needle guns. Ali these things bave to be 
settled at one and the same time, and I fear the 
nezt Session will be a difficult one. M. Fonld is 
bere, and seems content with the state of the 
finances. He even goes so far as to say that, by 
practising economy in many useless items, he will 
be able to find money for those which are impor- 
tant and useful. 
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I saw a very curious letter in the Time3 on the 
insurreotion in Palermo. The respect for property, 
and the forbearance exhibited by the insurgents 
are inexplicable. It reminds me of the barricaders 
of 1 848 in Paris, who neither robbed nor pillaged, 
although those two methods of amusing them- 
selves could not ha ve failed to be agroeable to 
people who had soarcely a shirt to their backs. 
Have you any information about the Palermo 
business and the originators of the movement, 
which has escaped me ? I see, too, that Mazzini 
has been elected Deputy for Messina, which does 
not please me at ali. 

The newspapers make me very uneasy about 
the fate of my celiar, which must have been in- 
vaded by the Scine. I wonder how my wine 
behaved itself in the midst of the disaster? I 
have no news of it. Happy mortai you, to possess 
cellars as vast as the subterranean caves of Per* 
sepolis, and to have them full ! 

The weather is iraproving slowly, but it is im- 
proving. The day before yesterday our august 
hostess. Madame de Lourmel and another lady 
were disporting themselves on the rocks near the 
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lighthouse, when they were surprised by two 
furious waves. They pretend that they only got 
wet up to their koees. I was a few paces from 
them, and was very much afraid they would be 
carried away bodily. If they had attempted to 
hurry over the rooks, covered with moist seaweed, 
they would have fallen, and then there would bave 
been a pretty funeral oration in store for us. 
They ali send their kind regards, and desire to be 
remembered to you. I do not think we shall 
return to Paris before the lOth of this month. 



CCXLIII. 

Biarritz, October 17, 1866. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

We are making the best use we oan 
of the time that remains to us, and long excursions 
are the rule every day. The Emperor has re- 
gained bis activity, and, what is of more yalue, 
his spirits. 

Yesterday we took a six hours* trip, by rail, 
road, and on foot, in the neighbourhood of La 
Rune. Talking of this, I must teli you that your 
grand equestrian exploit will lose much of its merit 
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in the ejes of those who maj not bave known tliis 
mountain as it was tben. It is now traversed by a 
Foad, and the summit can be reached in a yery short 
time in a camage ; that is to say, a road bas been 
oonstructed from Sain Jean de Luz to Sare, which 
is both extremelj picturesque and as easy as pos- 
sible f or men and beasts. 

I fancy our return to Paris will be signalized 
by some important Ministerial modifications. It 
appears impossible to me that Marshal Bandon, the 
present Minister of War, should remain in office. 
A heavy expenditure will be required for the re- 
organization of the army, especially for renewing 
the armaments and obtaining a supply of breech- 
loaders. On this account I fear for our friend 
M. Fould, whose system of economy accords but 
badly with the necessity for paying both quickly 
and dearly for a largo quantity of rifles. He 
would, I thinky find the means of carrying into 
eSect ali indispensable changes in a short time, 
and without either borrowing or imposing fresh 
tazes ; but neither delay nor any interruption in 
the public Works will be tolerated. On the other 
hand, there are not wanting people who attack 
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him secrotlj and openlj in tbe presence of the 
master. For some time past I bave seen the 
storm brewing and gathering force» and I have 
wamed him. I do Dot know what his determina- 
tion will be. If he leaves the Ministry it will be 
a serious blow for the Qovernment, for it is bj no 
means easy to replace him^ and those who have 
been mentioned as likelj to succeed him have 
already given great cause for alarm. Ali this is 
verj melancholy. The next Session promises 
badly, and the Opposition will assuredly hold good 
cards. 

I sincerelj hope things maj pass off quietlj in 
Rome. I know the Italian Government, as 
well as Bicasoli» has the best intentions in the 
wcrld ; but the Pope is sure to commit so maoj 
foUies» he is so short of money, and his faithful 
subjects are so worked upon by Mazzini and his 
abettors, that I see no means of preventing a 
catastrophe. It will have an infernal echo among 
US, and will stili further increase our embarrass* 
ment. 

We leave bere next Sunday, after High Mass, 
and shall be in Paris on the night of the 22nd. I 
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thìnk of staying there for a week, and then 
winging my flight to Cannes. I do not see how a 
journey to Compiègne can take place this year ; 
there are so many things to do ! Come what may, 
I am determined to give up playing the courtier 
any more this year. You have no idea how 
fatiguing it is. 



CCXLIV. 

Paris, Ootober 25, 1866. 
. Mt Deab Faiozzi, 

.... Talking of differences, it seems 
that there has been a serious one between his 
Majesty and our friend Fould. I believe that it 
is quite settled now, and I did ali I could to 
arrange matters. It appears to me that every- 
body will be the gainer, especially the Master. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I came back 
tolerably well, except for a cold, which is a bad 
business in my case. The air oE Biarritz is reali j 
very good. I am sorry I canno t say as much for 
the cuisine. 
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COXLV. 
Paris, October 28, 1866. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I think the Fould affair is completelj 
at an end, and I am glad of it. The Session, I 
fear, will not be of the best, but, except as 
regardfl Mexico, I think we shall come well out 
of it. 

I count upon leaying for Cannes as soon as mj 
lodging is in order, in other words, about a week 
hence. I shall, therefore, not be in Paris when Mr. 
Gladstone arrives ; but he will, doubtless, see M. 
Fould, who will esteem it a pleasure to present 
him. If you are writing to Mr. Gladstone, you 
might teli him so. I am sure the Emperor will 
be very pleased to see him. 

A Belgian newspaper has appointed me to 
succeed Bacciochi, and a German one makes me 
Minister of Public Education. I shall not re- 
monstrate until I am ordained a bishop. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I am very sorry 
to hear you are ili. I should like to edify you on 
the subject of Cannes, but space fails me. I will 
resumé the subject in my next lettor. 
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CCXLVL 

Paris, October 30, 1866. 

Mt Deab Fanizzi, 

I went to Saint-Cloud io say good- 
bye, and found the master of the house, as well as 
madame, in excellent health and spirìts. The 
Prinoe Imperiai also is very sprightly. In ali 
probafaility there will be no Compiègne this year. 

Miss Lagden and Mrs. Ewers left for Cannes 
this evening. They beg me to teli you, once for 
ali, that you will be a welcome guest, and that 
they will take as much care of you as they do of 
me. I may add that we place Dr. Maure, a clever 
doctor and truly religious, at your disposai, and 
that there are two other doctors, one an English- 
man, and the other an Italian, Dr. Buttura, both 
intelligent, to say nothing of the sun, the sea air, 
the sight of the woods and the Alps, and some 
very prime saddles of mutton. There are carrìages 
for those gentlemen who do not care about walk- 
ing; boats wherein to sail on a sea which is 
always as smooth as a mill pond, whilst the 
presence of Edward Fould and his cook, a 
sublime artist, and thrushes aux baies de myrte 



202 LKTTEBS OF PR08PEB MÉBIMÉB. 

at Dr. Maure's, complete my picture of Cannes. 
The drawbacks are the absence of pretty women, 
little if any society, and an absolute dearth of 
books. 

I bave let M. Fould know of Mr. Gladstone's 
coming. Not only will M. Fould be delighted to 
receive a visit f rom him, but I think he would be 
much disappoìnted if he did not receive one. 



CCXLVII. 

Paris, November 2, 1866, 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

The Pope is in a fair way to make a 
fool of himself once more. It is precisely what 
might bave been expected from him ; as a plum 
tree bears plums, so does a fool bring forth foUy. 
He talks about running away before anybody has 
even hinted at turning him out of doors. He 
evidently has a taste for martyrdom, but where 
will he go? I cannot conceive ofthe English 
Government having any interest whatever in 
attracting him to Malta. That would be lìke 
introducing rats into one*s house. Nevertheless, 
our Opposition politicians bere believe that Mr. 
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Odo Russell has been labouring for that end for 
manj years, and they saj that it would be a 
serious misf ortune for Franco. As far as I am 
concerned, I consider that if His Holiness were to 
take up his abode among us it would be a far 
greater misfortune. He would be a most in- 
convenient guest. I do not quite see what Mr. 
Grladstone can bave had to saj to him. Ferhaps 
the conversation was literary rather than politicai. 

I meet several Englishmen here, Lord Cowley 
among others, who are very much alarmed at the 
progress made in England by reform. You may 
remember that we long ago noticed what strides 
democracy was making in your country. It is 
now no longer advanoing by slow degrees ; it is 
making great breaches, and God only knows 
where it will stop. To me it is like looking at 
children playing with lucifer matches in a house 
full of tow. 

I am very sorry to bear of Lord Ashburton's 
illness ; is there any hope of his recovery, or is a 
fatai termination expected ? There would be 
some hope even in that. I pity his poor wife 
from the bottom of my heart. The accident 
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whicli has befallen jour club friend is not nearlj 
Bo sad. Nezt to a cannon ball, which makes a 
splendid end of jou, bis fate was the best that 
can fall to the lot of any honest man. I do not 
think that there is anything so annoying as grief, 
and it is a grand thing to be able to avoid it» 
always supposing that one has time to saj an 
in manuSf or has an absolution in artìculo mortis 
from the Holy Father in one's pocket. 

To leave this wretched topic, I am delighted to 
see that you do not utterly despise my Cannes 
legs of mutton. We are going to sally forth at 
once in search of a room proportionate to yoar 
size. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Beport says that 
the Blacas collection is to be sold. Is the British 
Maseum well enough off to buy it P There are 
plenty of lovely things in it. 



CCXLVIII. 

Paris, November 7, 1866. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

Your letter has arrived, and has 
worried me for many reasons ; firstly, on your 
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account; secondly, on my own; and thirdly, 
because I am sorry to see that your originai 
character has been modified, and, allow me to 
Bay, slightly perverted through contact with the 
English. Nothing can be more disagreeable than 
to suffer from the complaint you mentìoni but to 
make yourself ili by trying to conceal your illnesB 
Ì8 the worst thing in the world, 

I bave rather bad news from Rome, where there 
is considerable agitation. The Pope, f or bis part, 
never loses an opportunity of saying or doing 
something stupid. The general feeling, ap. 
parently, is one of dread that a revolution may 
break out immediately on the departure of the 
corps (Tarmée. Il is the one hope of the 
Mazzinians, and there is in Rome, so people say, 
a party bent upon operating in the same direction. 
Here it is asserted that Ricasoli is doing ali he 
can in aid of the movement, impelled thereto as 
much by bis sympathy with it as by a spirit of 
personal hostility against the Emperor. I should 
say that this is an exaggeration. 

Should any oatastrophe happen we shall be in 
a most difficult and most dangerous position, for 
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tbat papisme ìs tbe rule bere is as unfortunate as 
it is true. Voltaire made a. fiasco solenne^ and you 
may have noticed tbat ali the deplorable in- 
spirations wbiob are infused into the Pope's 
mind reach him from France. 

Grood-bye, my dear Panizzi. Let me hear from 
you speedily. I start tbis evenìng. Tbe Empress 
bas a very bad cold ; tbe Emperor is quite weU. 



CCXLIX- 

Cannes, November 18, 1866. 
Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

I know your disease, and I believe it 
to be easily curable. You must cboose one of two 
tbings ; either a doctor, a man of common senso 
and patient enongb to listen to you. Tbey are 
very rarely found, clever doctors, as a rule, 
attending only to serious cases. Tbe alternative 
is to be your own doctor, after the fashion of your 
fellow-countryman, Tiberius, an Emperor who 
was calumniated by a newspaper rascal, called 
Tacitus. What you have to do, and it will be 
worth your while to pay serious attention to it, 
is to find out what does and what does noi suit 
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your constitution. You may rest assured that, 
after a month's trial, you will bave discovered the 
regimen you ought to adhere to, and after that, it 
is a simple question of perseverance and obedience 
to your self-prescribed laws, lawB which can only 
be transgressed under paìn of relapsing ìnto a 
series of petty ills which really are very dis- 
tressing, although no one over pities you for 
them. 

I sincerely hope that what you teli me about 
Bricasoli may be true ; I thought he had a grudge 
against us, and especially against the Emperor» 
It ìs quite naturai that he should act in the in- 
terest of bis country ; the only request that can 
be made to bim is that he should not gratuitously 
cause others embarrassment which can be of no 
advantage to himself. 

As far as canbe judged from the latest news, it 
would appear, however, that the Italian Govern- 
ment is quite in accord with our own on the 
Roman question. He wishes to ob viale any dis- 
turbanco in Rome during the Pope's life-time, and 
that, I imagine, is what everybody must desire in 
the interests both of France and Italy. 
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You know what my ideas are on the sabject of 
the Pope and the priests. Every day I regret 
that Francis I. did not become a Protestant. But 
since we are unfortimate enough to be Catholics, 
we need ten times as much prudence to enable us 
to live in peace. If a religi ous agitation were to 
be added to ali the other sources of ferment we 
possess, we should go surely and quickly to the 
deril. The inflaence of these people ìs stili im- 
mense, despite Bénan and ali the philosophers, 
and they have many more bitter pills f or us to 
swallow. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. In addition to 
thinkìng over the medicai portion of my lettor, will 
you also remember that there is in the world a 
small town called Cannes, where f or the last week 
no cloud has been visible, where it is almost too 
warm,and where last, but not least, there are some 
ezceUent legs of mutton, of which we should be 
delighted to make you partake. 
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COL. 
Cannes, November 29, 1866. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

I hoped we might have bought the 
Blacas collection. I think jou are payìng dear 
for it, but, taking ali tbings into consideration, 
you have done a good stroke of business. Tou 
possessed nothing very remarkable in the way of 
cameos and engraved stones, and you now have a 
certain number of admirable specimens, although 
many of the signatures on the engraved stones 
are forgeries (this is tnter nosj. The vases are in 
no way remarkable. The Roman mirror in silver, 
though of a very recent date, is unique. There 
is a head of ^sculapius about which much fuss 
has been made, but which, in my opinion, is 
mediocre. I have not examined the collection of 
medals. There is a Roman suite in gold, which is 
said to be very beautiful. To sum up, I offer you 
my congratulations, and will ask you to convey 
them to Mr. Newton and Mr. Disraeli. 

Your England, my dear friend, is going to the 
devil* Our late regretted friend. Lord Palmerston, 
contributed in no slìght degree to the result. One 

VOL. u. F 
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of these days, belle ve me, hls name will be 
damned for the greatest mlstake ever made by a 
statesman, his refusai to recognise, conjointlj with 
US, the Southern Confederation. You make fun 
of US over our Mexican mess, out of which we 
have fortunatelj extricated ourselves, though with 
our tail between our legs ; but you will have to 
bear the chief brunt of its consequences. 

I wish the Pope was in Abraham's bosom. If 
he had an ounce of brains under his tiara every- 
thing would be settled satisfactorily. The unfor- 
tunate part of the business is that he is an honest 
fool and a good Christian. He is hurried on by 
our most mortai enemies, who are only anxious 
for one result — ^a martyr and relics. 

It is only too true that our friend, Madame de 
la Rune/^ wants to go to Rome. Ali the house- 
hold, especially the principals, oppose the idea as far 
as they possibly can. I am very much afraid that 
Monsieur de la Bune^ who has a horror of scenes, 
dare not say " no." I leave you to imagine the 
ad vice which just now is likely to be given by a 
person who fears nothing, and looks at everything 
from a chivalrous point of view 1 

* The Empreis. 
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There ìs, as the saying goes, both meat and 
drink in Bicasoli's circular. If the Bomans read 
it aright I fancy they will turn the Pope out of 
. doors. In itself that proceeding would be emi- 
nently pleasing to me, were it not for the sinister 
oonsequences which might result from it so far as 
we are concemed. It is sad to have to confess 
that we are fools; but I am convìnced that 
nothing could be more disastrous to the reigning 
dynasty than the flight of this old prìest. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. You do not say a 
word about your health or Cannes. We are 
having too much san. Therefore come ! 



COLI. 

Cannes» December 7, 1866. 
My Deab Fanizzi, 

I was glad to see that last Monday's 
demonstration passed oS so mildly. That does 
not prevent its being a very serions affair. You 
have only to notice the way it is spoken of, and 
the eulogistic terms in which the Times alludes to 
the intelligent workmen, &c., who organised and 
carried out the show. There is much rejoioing 
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over there having been only five-and-twenty 
thousand men in the procession; but Beventy 
thousand tickets were sold, and that means a lot 
of people. What is the truth about Fenianism ? 
Is it a hoax into which the Government is falling 
head foremost, or is the thing really serious? 
And what is the state of England, and what part 
is she going to play in the Eastern Question ? 

Thank God, the journey of Madame de la Bnne 
appears to have fallen through. At ali events, I 
bave news from reliable sources that it is no 
longer talked about. If, as I am inclined to 
think, the pian was conceived and upset enfamtlle 
and quietly, everything is for the best. 

The prosperity of those Yankee cads is alarm- 
ing. A surplus of nearly a thousand in their 
budget, and that after four years' war I The 
speech of Fresident Johnston does not hold out 
any hope of good things in store for us, or for 
you either. Whatever you may say, the American 
Eagle, as Victor Hugo would say, must be crushed 
in the shell. And if the annexation of Savoy 
had the influence you say it had on Lord Palmer- 
ston, and if it preventQd his accepting the offer 
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of intervention at the common expense, it proves 
stili more clearly that he was very old when he 
died. 

I think the Pope mll leave Rome, for he is a 
f ool, and is advised by wicked f ools. He will also 
give US a favourable opportunitj of making fools 
of ourselves. I have stili some hope that he will 
be content with talking about it. Provided he 
does not carry ofE the archives of the Vatican, we 
may console ourselves ; at ali events I shall, and 
so will you, I imagine. 

We were expecting Du Sommerard here. Just 
as he was going to start he was put in requisition 
for the TJniversal Exhibition, and now he is 
chained by his leg in cetemum, that is to say, until 
the end of next year. 

We are told that Gousin and Barthélemy- 
Saint-Hilaire will appear sòon. Edouard Fould, 
with an incomparable cook, will be here on the 
20th. Her sauces would make you smack your 
lips I 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. I breathe pretty 
freely so long as I do not go out in the evening 
and am careful about everything, sad to say ! 
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What a happy time it will be when no attention 
need be paid io anythìng I 



CCLIL 

Cannes, Deoember 21, 1866. 

My Dbab Panizzi, 

Nothing as yet is decided as regards 
the joumey which makes us so uneasy. So 
General Fleury, whom I saw an hour ago, assured 
meé Por my part, I think the preposterous fare- 
well speech made by bis Holiness to the French 
officers has had more efEect than ali the argu- 
ments in the world could bave had. The 
Yenetìans of yore said that they were Yenetians 
first and Christians afterwards; our august 
hostess is an Empress first and a Christian after- 
wards. 

General Fleury appeared well pleased with the 
King, and stili better pleased with Bicasoli. He 
tells me that he is a most consistent man, on 
whose word the ut most reliance can be placed. 
Everybody bere is delighted with the King*s 
speech at the opening of Farliament. 

We are told to expect Lord Russell to-morrow ; 
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he is coming to make a stay, and an attempi is 
being made to find a house for hìm, a rara avis 
just at tbis moment when everj one is full. I 
shall pay mj respects as soon as he is settled. 

In spite of the sun and moon, I am by no 
means at my ease as regards my healtb. Every 
day I experiehce greater difficulty in breathing. 
Sometimes I manage to hold my own, at others it 
wearies me and gives me the blue devìls. I can- 
not help regretting, like Eing Alfonso the Ghaste^ 
that I was not consulted about the arrangement 
of this world. It would bave been very easy to 
make it less troublesome, and if the entrance of 
death upon the scene was a necessity, I should, at 
ali events, bave been inclined to omit ali suffer- 
ing. 



OCLIIL 

Cannes» Decomber 27, 1866. 
My Dbab Panizzi, 

The joumey of Madame de la Bune 
is at an end, and she has given up her idea .with- 
out losing her temper. The quomodo is stili a 
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mystery to me, as I bave not been enliglitened^ 
Judging from ber character, whicb I know toler- 
ably well, I am inclined to think tbat tirade of 
Pio Nono against General Montebello, whioh was 
neitber charitable, nor Cbristian, nor polite, nor 
politic, did more to cbange ber resolution tban any 
arguments. Wbat surprises me is tbàt M. Bicasoli 
sbould at first bave declared bimself in favour of 
tbe joumey in question ; he expected much from iU 
At aU events, so be told General Fleury at 
Florence. 

Tbe tranquility wbicb reigns in Rome and Italy 
is disconcerting our Clericals beyond meaaore. 
Tbey would be deligbted to bave one martyr more 
to put in tbeir litanies. May it last for many a 
long day yet. Non vixerit annos Petri. Wben 
tbat timo Comes I trust that book may be closed 
and sometbing else may be invented. Indeed, it 
would be monstrous to bave anotber Pope witb a 
Sacred College composed, as it now is, of Italians, 
and Italians to a certain extent fuorisciti. I do 
not tbink tbat tbe Catbolic world would submit 
to it. Eitber a new application of universal 
sufirage must be made, or tbe key must be put 
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under the door, and we will go and rummage 
among the archives of the Yatican. 

It is qute true that the bill on recroiting for the 
army, or, rather, the system proposed, is giving 
rise to much discontent, but prìncipally among 
the bourgeoisie, and it is noticeable that the 
Orleanist Opposi tion, of which the Journal des 
Dèbats is the real organ, is everywhere making 
itself conspicuous by its attacks, after having 
proclaimed from the house-tops the shortsighted- 
ness of the Government in not having armed 
when it found M. de Bismark on the frontier. It 
is only too true that, by dint of preaching money 
as the sovereign good, a great alteration has been 
made in the warlike instincts of France. I do 
not say amongst the masses, but among the upper 
classes. The idea of risking one's life has be- 
come most repugnant, and those who cali them- 
selves honest men stigmatise it as low and vulgar. 
These gentlemen will go to such lengths that they 
will compel the Emperor to throw himself into 
the arms of the populace, to whom, by the same 
token, he has always had a certain leaning. My 
letters teli me that when he returned from 
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Compiègne to Paris, the workmen and the lower 
orders received him with an amount of enthusiasm 
which looked very like a protest against the 
oppositìon of the black-coated gentry. 

Gk>od-byei my dear Panizzi. I wish you a 
happy ending to this year, and a prosperous be- 
ginning of the nezt. 



COLIV. 

Cannes, January 7, 1867. 

Mt Deae Panizzi, 

I paid a visit the day before yesterday 
to Lord Russell, whom I found returning from a 
walk, in the costume of Mr. Punch, accompanied 
by her ladyship. He seemed to me in better case ; 
not so thin, but nevertheless worn, and with the 
manner of a man who has nothing left to hope 
for. I hear several Englishmen say that it is very 
poBsible, not to say probable, that Lord Derby 
will hold his own for another Session. My lord 
and my lady were very amìable. I could not 
induce him to talk politics. They bave brought 
a string of children with tbem. 

My news from Paris is tolerably good. The 
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financial side of it is excellent. The Bill on re- 
oruiting Ì8 apparently becoming very harmless and 
in ali probability will not arouse much oppositioUé 
It will, moreover, have the advantage of not 
alarming anybody in Europe, whioh is a great 
point. In spite of the decadence of the military 
spirit in Franoe, I think that in case of need we 
could stili lay hands on sufficient forces to coUar 
any opponent. 

I look upon Italy as pursuing a very prudent 
line of conduct, and upon things there as taking a 
tum in the right direction, although I do not in the 
least believe in the realization of M. RicasoU's idea 
of a free church in a free State. Besides the 
system never hàving been relished by the priestSi 
I doubt the prudence of adopting it on the morrow 
of a revolution. There are so many points of 
coUision between the Government and what these 
gentlemen are pleased to cali religion, that 
numerous conflicts are inevitable. 

They will make them spring up in ali directions 
where they believe themselves to be in force. It 
appears to me, besides, that the pig-headed old 
ass in the Vatican is losing ground, even here. 
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He is by way of being too great an idiot, and is 
innatelj possessed of ali the cairn obstinacy of a 
slieep. 

I am formiDg plans of travel for this summer. 
The Universal Exhibition will render Paris unin- 
habitable by Parisians, and I am rather inclìned 
to spend my holidays in Yenice, where a friend of 
mine is Consul-Greneral. Will you come and eat 
ices at the Café Florian without running the risk 
of havìng them spoiled by the sight of white uni- 
forms ? I am told, also, that Venice will be very 
empty this summer. From a commercial and in- 
dustriai point of view I do not think she 
will ever regain her ancient splendour. Ancona, 
Trieste, and Tarento bave too many advantages 
over her, but she will ever be a charming town, 
where idlers spend their time after a pleasant 
fashion. 



COLV. 

Cannes, January 20, 1867. 
Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

We bave been for three days without 
any communication from the North, the snow 
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luiTing blocked up the line between ATignon and 
Yalenoe. Withìn this short space Cousin has died 
from an ahnost instantaneous and utterly unfore- 
seen attack of apoplezj. He was in very good 
spirita at dinner on the preyious evening. On the 
follo wingmoming — last Sonday — ^hecomplained of 
having slept badlj, bnt that did not prevent his 
working as nsoal throaghoat the moming. To« 
wardsoneo'clock he was seized with an unconqaer- 
able desine to sleep, which was full j ezplained hj his 
haying had a bad night ; he fell asleep on the sofi» 
and never awoke again. In yain was eyeiy remedy 
tried for twelve or fifteen honrs. Life was not 
eztinct, bnt he never regained conscioosness, nor 
did he over open his eyes. The expression of his 
face was so perfectly cairn that his body probably 
did not soffer. It was a terrìble sight, I assure 
you, to see the inert body stili fighting against 
death — the slumber of a child and the death*rattle 
of a dying man. 

Barthélemy Saint-Hilaire, who lived in the 
same house, and I did not want to summon a 
prìest, stili less Monsignor Dapanloup, who was 
at Nice, and for whom it was suggested we should 



222 LBTTEBS OF PBOSPBB MÌRIMÌE. 

telegraph. Cousin had not said anything on the 
subject, and we were afraid, if the priests ap- 
peared on the scene, that they would make 
a scene after their own peculiar fashion, and 
Dupanloup especially would have had somethìng 
of his own to say. As a matter of fact, the poor 
fellow neither saw nor heard. The cure of Cannes, 
after havìng displayed considerable ili-humour, 
partìcularly, I think, because the f uneral was ar- 
ranged to take place at Paris, nevertheless sent a 
priest with us to accompany the body to the 
railway station, so that everything passed oS 
decently and without any scandal. 

My letters from Paris bring me ali kinds of 
politicai rumours, each one announcing a change 
of system, an important step in a liberal and par- 
liamentary direction. I think that the eztent of 
the change is exaggerated, but that something 
will be done I am convinced. We have yet to 
leam whether success will await the new order of 
things. I rather doubt it, to teli you the truth. 
The politicai education of the French people is, in 
my opinion, very far below the standard of the 
institutions which it is proposed to bestow upon 
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them ; any concession granted io tliem now wìll 
only be lìable io abuse. Ali tbis somewhat dis- 
beartens me and makes me uneasy as regards tbe 
future. 

We bave in Franoea numerous class of persona, 
stronger and cleverer tban Mn Brigbt, wbo put 
tbeir sboulders to tbe wbeel witb ali tbeir migbt 
f or tbe purpose of upsetting tbe coacb, wbicb is 
already sticking in tbe mud. Sensible men are 
scarce, and tbe majority of tbem are too devoid of 
ambition to take any part in public affairs. I will 
not dwell upon tbe measures I bave alluded to. 
Everytbing at present is in too vague a state, and, 
to ali appearance, by tbe time you receive tbis 
lettor you wiU know more tban I do. 

I bear you bave been baving borrible weatber 
in London, and snow wortby of Siberia. I bope 
you were not skating on tbe Serpentine wben so 
many persons took a cold batb. A great many 
people seem to bave been drowned. Did you know 
anyone concerned in tbe dreadful catastropbe P 

We bave also been paying our tributo to winter. 
We bave bad two days* frost, wbicb bas injured 
our flowers to a certain extent and cut down the 
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young fihoots on the orange trees, bui, consider- 
ìng ali thÌDgs, the damage is not great. I am 
afraid that, in consequence of the heavy fall of 
SHOW» there wìU be inundations in the centro of 
France. M. Dupanloup will teli us that this has 
to do with the base line of conduct we haye 
pursued towards the Pope. Howeyer, he appears 
to be yerj comfortable on his throne and is 
preyenting the Scotch from hearing sermons, 
which will ineyitably send them to the infernal 
regions. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I am pretty 
well» in spite of the trying crìsis I haye passed 
through. 

P.S. — ^Your note has just arriyed. It pleases 
me mach. I will write to you to-morrow or the 
day after. The post is closing. Gro to the 
Tuileries about half-past one and send in yoor. 
card to the Empress's Chamberlain. She will be 
yery pleased to see you. 
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CCLVL 

Cannes, January 21, 1867. 

Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

Trj io induce Mr. Gladstone to see 
the Empress. I bave written to M. Fould about 
il. T tbink I told you yesterday bo w to set about 
seeing ber. Jt would perbaps be better for 
you to write to ber tbe day before you reacb 
Paris, asking permission to pay your respects to 
ber on your way tbrougb. Sign your name 
legibly on tbe outside of tbe envelope, and present 
yourself at balf-past one on the foUowing day. 
Sbe wrote me a cbarming letter on the occasion 
of Cousin's deatb. 

As you are not mucb yersed in tbe epistolary 
style, I suggest tbe f ollowing — " Madame, on tbe 
ève of paying a visit to one of your Majesty's most 
faitbful Bubjects, at Cannes, I am unwilling to 
pass tbrougb Paris witbout conveying to bim 
news of your Majesty. I beg, tberefore, that I 
may be permitted to seek it to-morrow, and 
at tbe same time to lay at your Majesty's feet tbe 
respectful bomage,'' &c., &c. 



YOL. II. 
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ooLvn. 

Cannes, March 10, 1867. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

I hope .1 am rìght in thinkìng that you 
bave been Bnugly ensconced by the fireside durìng 
this wretched weather. If you had travelled 
through this pelting rain you would bave bebeld 
the Comiche like the Englishman who wanted to 
see the Lake of Geneva, and rode round it in a 
covered carriage with the bood down towards the 
lake. You might, too, bave been stopped by a 
mountain torrent and been compelled to take re« 
f uge in a flea-inf ested inn with nothing but an old 
ben to live upon for forty-eight hours. If you bave 
ezperienced these misfortunes, we decline to pity 
you, on the ground that you were in too great a 
hurry to leave us. These are judgments of Pro- 
vidence which may contribute to your amend- 
mènt. 

The rising of the Fenians is assuming shape* I 
do not think, however, that ìt is of much import- 
ance. I am only afraid that the Grovemment will 
not put it down with the same strong band which 
was visible in India and Jamaica. John Bull, 
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when he is frìghtenedi is pitileds. In my opinion, 
a tery olevef misture of clemenoy and severity is 
necessary in this business, hanging the few and 
pardoning the many ; abore ali things bang some 
of the Americans todiscourage the others. 

As touching reform, olir friend Mr. Lowe seems 
to me to be stili playing the leading part. He 
alone is in the right road, and has the courage of 
bis opinions. To run with the bare and hunt 
with the hounds is a very difficult thing, and I do 
not believe in the possibility of any definite reform. 
Tou might as well try to stop yourself half w^y 
down a glaoier as tolay down rules for the franchise 
for efer, or even for any lengthof time. If theezist* 
ing state of things is destroyed, there will be no 
delaying universal suffrage. It will make its way 
round the world like the Neapolitan misfortune. 
The two things are on a par, but the temperature 
of universal suffrago has not yet been discovered. 

You will bave seen the draf t Army Bill which 
has appeared in the newspapers. I do not think 
it is a good one, and I doubt its being adopted 
without considerable amendmcnt. 

The Frince Imperiai is suffering from boils, 
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which prevent him sittìng down. Nothing 
serious. General Froìssard, who is to be hifl 
Governor, is Tiigbly spoken of • He ìs said to be 
Teiy firm and straiglitforward. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Try to induce 
Garibaldi to leave off scrìbbling. 



CCLVm. 

Cannes, March 28, 1867. 

Mt Deab Pakizzi, 

Tour lettor confirms ali the news- 
paperstoll ns of the weakness of the Italìan 
Ghamber and the evil intentions of one portìon of 
the Deputies. I am afraid that beast Garibaldi 
will compel them to make fools of themselves. 

It seems to me that in England also mattors are 
not progressìng over favourably. I am told that 
Lord Derby's Bill will not pass, and that the 
Government which succeeds him will have ali 
its work to do to avoid manhood suffrage. For 
some time past I have given up attempting to 
understand Lord Derby's pian, and it seems to me 
that nobody in Parliament is any better off than I 
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am. You are taking a huge leap in the dark, and 
nobody appears to have any very clear idea of 
where you will land. In England, thanks to the 
wealth of the aristocracy, its good sense, and the 
custom of electoral corruption, the results of uni* 
versai suffrago may easily be very dìfferent from 
those anticipated by Mr. Bright. 

THngs are no better with us. The Chamber 
appears but little disposed to pass the new Bill 
on the reorganization of the Army, at ali events 
without considerable amendment, and the worst 
aspect of the affair, in my opinion, is that the 
proposed amendments will tend rather to 
diminish than to increase our forces. We are 
becoming too fond of our comforts. 

M. Bouher is reported to bave complained 
bitterly of the stupidity of M. Walewski, the 
eSects of which he will be hard pushed to 
dissipate. On bis side, the majority is furious 
against the President, wbo does not know how 
to preside, and there is every reason to believe 
than an amend must be made to M. Bouher. 

A goodly number of Legitimists bave attended 
the reception of the Duo de Mouchy and haye 
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been conspicuously polite to bis wife. This Las 
created some sensation. 



COLIX. 

Paris, Aprii 4, 1867. 

Mt Deab Pakizzi, 

Here I am in Paris at last» and stili 
suffering. I weU nigh expired on the way, but 
here I am. The Empress caught cold on the 
ocoasion of her visit to the Exhibition. The 
Prince is much better, and his being kept indoora 
is merely a precautionary measure. 

I am quite of your opinion as regards politios. 
Things are going on as badly as they can. The 
Luxembourg affair seems to me both stupid and 
dangerous. The country is not worth a Straw, 
but, so they say, it is a position strategically im- 
portant, in formar days a Constant menace against 
Franco, and, in our hands, a menace against 
Belgium and Prussia. Is it to our interest, is it 
wise, to assume a menacing attitude, divided aa 
we are ? 

Everybody says that the Bill f or the reorganiza- 
tion of the Army will be thrown out by the 
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Gbamber, which energetically disclaims ali idea 
of war. 

I am glad to bear that, on your side, Italìan 
a&ìrs are goÌDg on more satisfactorily than was 
anticipated. Howeyer, the address of the new 
Chamber is not passed jet, and it will be a 
test. Senates, except iny own, are always reason- 
able. 

Have you noticed the outbursts of Catholic 
fervour on the part of our Generala, who shudder 
at the bare idea of an Arian having been appointed 
Professor of the Hebrew language ? It is almost 
enough to make one weep. If you go to the root 
of the matter you will find that stupidity is the 
crying evil of the present day. We are not 
progenies vitiosior^ but stultior. Herein lies the 
great danger. You may make vicious people 
listen to reason, but fools neyer. England 
appears to me to be sailing towards uniyersal 
suffrago with a wet saìl; that is an additional 
proof of the stupidity of the present generation. 

The Emperor had an enthusiastic reception at 
the Exhibition. He stili enjoys an extraordinary 
pr^stige among the masses ; but the salons * and 
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the middle classes are as badly dìspoaed as thej 
well can be. As for the OrleanistSi no foUy ìb too 
foolish for them. 

Grood-bye, my dear Panizzi. My rheumatism 
has disappeared, but I stili suffer from a difficulty 
in breathing. 



CCLX. 

Paris, Aprii 16, 1867. 
Mt Deab PanizzIi 

The Prìnce Imperiai is quite well. The 
only result remaining of his accident is an enforced 
abstention from borse exercise for another fort-» 
night. His illness will bave had one good eSect, 
inasmuch as it has shown their Majesties that 
they are brìnging him up very. badly by making 
him dine at their table, keeping him awake till ali 
hours, and in an atmosphere as hot as is that of 
the Tuileries. Qeneral Froissard appears to be 
yery firm, and much is ezpected of him. Every- 
body agrees that he was well chosen. The boy 
was very patient and yery brave throughout his 
illness. He did not wish to be put under chloro- 
form, and asked that his mother should be kept 
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in ignoranoe of the day when the operation was 
to be performed, 

We are at present enjojing an interval of com< 
parative tranquilitj. The tene of the Prassian 
newspapers is much less arrogant; that of the 
Bussian and Englìsh jouraals is also more re* 
assurìng, To-day the question appears to be 
reduced to the limits of the retreat of the 
Prussians from Luzembourg and the destruction 
of the fortress, which is a standing menace 
against ali around it, ourselves in particular, or 
ita occupation by a Dutch garrison. AH the 
great Powers, it is said, are against M. de 
Bismark, and 1 think he will give way. 

In spite of that I do not look upon peace as 
being a certainty. There are several disquieting 
symptoms. I know on very good authority that 
a new engine of war, which has been mannfactured 
very mysteriously, is held to bestow an immense 
advantage upon its possessor. Several batteries 
of it ha ve been constructed amidst extraordinary 
precautions, so much so that the workmen who 
have tumed out certain portions of the machine 
bave neyer seen the rest. The manufacture of 
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Chassepot rifles and cartrìdges is also being 
pushed on with great aotivity ; but nobody really, 
knows what the Emperor intends to do. The 
middle classes look upon war with horror, but the 
masses, especially in the eastem departments, are 
ready to eat the Prussiane. 

The Bill for the reorganization of the Army 
wUl be modified to such a degree as to be no 
longer recognizable. Military men speak higUy 
of it. Read an article on the subject by General 
Changarnier in the Bevue des Deux Mondes of 
the 15th. It is some what old- fashioned and over* 
boastf ul in tone, but has many good points about 
it. 

An appeal f rom Garibaldi to the Roman ref ugees 
in his usuai style, that is to say rery bad, is 
published in the newspapers. I hope means will 
be found to stop him before his words become 
deeds. 

I have given up ali idea of understanding the 
Reform Bill, but to the Tories, apparently, will 
belong the glory of having set light to the powder 
train. I cannot see how universal suffrago is to 
be denied» and before long too. 
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Good-bye, my dear friend. We are destined, I 
fear, to witness some extraordinary eventa. 



OCLXI. 

Paris, Aprii 27, 1867, 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I performed a heroic action yesterday 
by taking the Gomtesse Télékì to the Exhibition 
in spite of the wretched weather. I gave her a 
very bad breakfast in indifferent society, but she 
accepted it ali most philosophically. She has 
evidently trayelled, and, unlike a certain gentle- 
man of your acquaintance, she does not insist upon 
everything being after the pattern of Bloomsbury 
Square. 

There is stili much uneasiness and a certain 
amount of agitation. If this goes on much 
longer I think thai our monkey will he up, which 
will be a sincere source of pleasure to me. If we 
knock under I shall consider that we are lost for 
over. 

This is the situation just now. The Emperor 
sent for Lord Cowley and assured him that he 
had no. idea of commencing hostilities or of in- 
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creasing the territorj of Franco on the Germau 
side» that he had nothing to say to the two 
hundred thoasand inhabitaots of Luzembourg» 
but that he was opposed to anj foreign power 
maintainìng a garrison outside its own States and 
on the frontier of Franco. In conclusion, he asked 
England to intorvone with Prussia on the basis 
either of razing the f ortress and coding the Dachj 
to Holland, or of placing a Datch garrison in it> 
or of annezing the Duchy to Bolgium, but, in any 
case, of the withdrawal of the Prussian garrison. 
Lord Stanley, it seoms, thought the proposition 
roasonablo, and there is a report to-day that the 
Quoen had written propria manu to the King of 
Prussia. In reality, the King aforesaid is the 
difficulty. M. de Bismark, they say, is vory 
pacific, but it is also true that he rows ono way 
and looks another. 

Russia, who at first was somewhat cool, appeara 
at length to bave taken England's view of the 
mattor. But, on both sides, England and Russia, 
a cortain delicacy is observed towards us in view 
of the reoponing of the Eastern Question, ap- 
parently noar at band. Well-informed poople teli 
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me that the Emperor, as usuai, is entirelj in accord 
wìth England aboutthat inf emal Eastem Question, 
and I am glad of it. 

Yesterdaj I met, at M. Fould's, one of the 
doctors in attendance on the Prince Imperiai, 
who, so he told us, is going on very welL It 
appears that they do not wish to dress the wound 
yet for fear of a recurrence of the previous acci- 
dent. Fròm the doctor's poìnt of yiew, that is 
the luzury of precaution. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. M. Fould has 
carrìed off several prizes with the horses you saw 
at TarbeS) and these triumphs, apparently, com- 
pletely console him for the loss of his portfolio. 



OCLXIL 

Paris, May 6, 1867. 

Mi Deab Panizzi, 

Appearances are ali in favour of peace, 

and Lord Stanley deserves most of the credit. 

Bealise to yourself what would have happened 

_ » 

had Lord Russell been Foreign Minister. 

The arrivai of the King of Prussia at the end 

of this month is announced as almost certain, and. 
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shortlj afterwards that of the Emperor of Russia* 
Wìth the King of Greece, the brother of the 
Tycoon of Japan, and tbe Pasha of Egypt we 
shall bave a dinner party as amusing as the one 
Candidus stumbled upon at Yenice. 

Scaroely is one worry got rìd of before another 
springs up. The Eastem Question is ooming to 
a head rapidly, and we shall bear of it before 
long. Here the reseryes hare been counter* 
manded, but great activity prevails in the rnanu** 
facture of rifles ; next month it is said that they 
will be turned out at tbe rate of siz thousahd a 
day. Contracts bave been entered into for their 
supply in ali dìrections, and it is a remarkable 
fact that tbe best are made in Spain. 

I bave been pretty well during the last few 
dayS) since Spring has declared itself for good and 
ali. If anything, the weather is too warm. 
Nevertheless, I am stili living the life of an 
anchorite. I never go out at night, I never dine 
out, and I bave entirely given up society. My 
seryant is ili now, wliich is a great nuisance. By 
way of consolation I am told that it is merely an 
attack of influenza and by no means serious. 
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AmoDg the petty ills ooìnmon to human nature 
there are none more annoying than haying to 
change one's habits or one's serrants. 

One of thè good fellows who oocasionally 
Comes to keep me company met Nigra at the 
house of the Prince de Mettemich, where his ap* 
pearance created a sensation. Se appeared to be 
on a yerj good footing in the house. I see that 
M.d*A£eglio is to be a member of the London 
CongresS) and, as I look upon him as one more on 
the side of peace, I am glad of it. 

We are awaitiog telegrams from London on the 
6ubject of the great Beform demonstration 
organised by Mr. Beales. Matters seem to me 
to be going too far, and it is high time to bring 
the rabbie to their senses and teach them not to 
interfere with what does not concern them. 

You, probably, will not reach this place until the 
b^inning of June, for you bave plenty of ground 
to get over, and many reasons for halting. You 
will arrivo with ali tbe crowned heads at the 
most brilliaut period of the Exhibition. I told 
you that I dined a week ago with their Majesties, 
who asked after you. If you are in Paris in 
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June, you will probably be booked f or Fontaine- 
bleau. The Prince Imperiai has gone to Saint- 
Cloud. He is quite well now. 

(Jood-bye, my dear Panizzi. Amuse yourself 
enough for two, for I can no longer do anything 
in that direction. 



ccLXin, 

Paris, May 17, 1867. 

Mt Deab Pavizzi, 

I suppose you are stili at Florence 
waiting for Sir James, but I hope you will not stay 
until there is no longer anybody in Paris. I am 
told there is a move towards the country already. 
The mob of Princes, Emperors, and Tycoons 
vrho swarm bere are quite enough to scare away 
ali the Parisians. 

The article which has created such a sensation 
bere and in London, appeared in the Bevue dea 
Deux Mondes for the 15th of Aprii, signed ** M. 
Collin." * It deals with Trades Associations and 
the present state of England. I lent it to the 
Comtess Téléki, who was very much struck with 

* The paeadonym emploje by H. Libri* 
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it, and cannot understand how a foreigner can be 
conversant with, and understand, so manj curious 
things ; but, in my eyes, the article is chiefly re- 
markable for the mode in whìch it is written, 
arrangement, style, &c., &c. I also look upon it 
as being decidedly out of the common. I am 
Borry that, instead of devoting himself to mathe- 
matics, and especially collectiog books, he does 
not oontent himself with joumalism. 

When you come to Paris, you will find a very 
pretty little house of your own, in the Paubourg 
Bue Saint Honoré, which M. Pould built for his 
son before the latter was married, with a myste- 
rious door opening on to the Street, which I trust 
you will not abuse. 

Grood-bye, my dear Panizzi. Por some days 
past we bave been haying winter once again, and 
I am in despair. I sincerely hope you will be 
better treated when you appear. I bave not 
heard any mention made of Mr. Gladstone, who 
has been expected in Paris for the last few days. 
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CCLXIV. 

Paris, May 24, 1867. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

It appears to me, with regard to your 
habitation in Paris, that it will never do for you 
Bot to accept the one placed at your disposai by 
M. Fould. Whence did you get the idea that it 
is a whole house ? It is a small batchelor estab- 
lishment, which M. Fould arranged, as I bave 
already told you, before bis son was married, and 
it is just the thing for a personage of your im- 
portance. M. Fould counts upon you, and, in 
my opinion, you will be wrong in declining. 

The Prince Imperiai is going on well. He is 
f airly settled at Saint-Cloud, which is much better 
for him than the mode of life in Paris and the 
Tuileries. 

What do you think of the Sultan's visit to 
Paris? It is rather like an opera^omique. I 
verily believe that ali these great people come for 
the purpose of seeing Mademoiselle Thérésa and 
Mademoiselle Menken. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. We are having 
wretched weather. It is colder than on the very 
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worst day in January at Cannes. We are told by 
the Institute that it is quite an exceptional year, 
of which only two happen per century, reourring 
at regalar interyals, and that 1816 has reappeared 
in 1867. I am sorry that it has fallen to my lot 
to have ezperienced such wretchedness twice in 
my ]ife. By way of consolationj I see that 
snow has fallen for two consecutive days in 
London. 



COLXV. 

Paris, June 26, 1867. 

My Dear Panizzi, 

I breakfasted on Saturday with two 
persona who were very mach fatigued by their 
past terms of hard labour, and were preparing 
for others to come, Monsieur suSering from rheu- 
matism, and Madame from a severe cold, but 
both, notwithstanding, tolerably welL They 
asked after you. The son is in good health and 
walks as well as the best of us. 

I recommend you to read, in the Montteur of to- 
day» Sainte Beuve's speech in the Senato. It will 
amuse you. It could not possibly be more re-* 
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dolent of wit, but he sacrificed the matter to the 
manner, and said everything he could to render 
the vote he advocated impossible. Where will the 
Clericals stop ? 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Do you know 
anything about the Grand Council which is being 
held at Rome ? 



CCLXVI. 

Paris, June 30, 1867. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

Here is an anecdote which may pos- 
sibly amuse you. The Prefect of the Seine invited 
the KiDg of the Belgians to dine with the Muni- 
cipal Council. He offered his arm without any 
ceremony to the Queen, and, tuming towards the 
King, said — " King of the Belgians, give your arm 
to Madame Haussmann.'' 

My health is better, but not sufficiently good 
to warrant my undertaking a journey to London, 
and, though we are very great friends, I should not 
like to trouble you with my carcase, in case I might 
ha ve to leave it in Bloomsbury Square ; besides 
which, I have to receive an urgent request to be- 
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take myself to Biarritz. I have declined and 
shall continue to do so to the best of mj ability, 
but you will easily understand that I cannot well 
refuse and then go somewhere else. If I could 
follow my own bent in the matter, I should be off 
to-morrow without even seeing the Sultan, but I 
must play my courtier*R part. 

Madame de Montijo has been in Paris for the 
last three or four days. She is living in the 
Avenue Montaigne ; the Duchess de Mouchy and 
I know not who besides are stili staying in ber 
daughter's house. She is very well, and I fancy 
her eyes are slightly better. 



CCLXVII. 

Paris, July 5, 1867. 
Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

Maximilian has shared the fate of many 
other adventurers. He is one of the victims of 
our Holy Father the Pope, who has already dono 
so much evil to the family. The devil of it is 
that, let people say or do what they will, part of 
the responsibility attaches to us. Yesterday there 
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was a reporfc, which, f ortunately, cannot be traoed 
to anj reliable source, that the Mexicans had as- 
sassinated our Ambassador at Mexico, and, if it 
be true, fresh embarrassments will be beaped upon 
US. It would be a repetition of the case of the 
Consul taken prisoner by King Theodore of 
Abyssinia. The Yankees and Lynch law alone 
can cope with the Mexicans. The breed is so 
rotten as to be past regeneration. Nothing can 
be dorie with the country except by wholesale ex- 
termination. I am very much af raid that matterà 
haye come to asbad a pass in Spain. Everything 
that Comes to my ears tends to prove that gangrene 
has set in everywhere. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. The Sultan was 
in a blue funk in the train. He ordered it to stop, 
he wanted to get out, he shouted and wept as he 
was whirled along at the rate of thirty miles an 
hour. He is very polite here, and makes amiable 
speeches to everybody, or Fuad Pasha makes them 
for him. 
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CCLXVIII. 

Paris, July n, 1867. 

Mt Dbas Panizzi, 

I do not know if you ha ve heard of the 
wretched quarrel between Sainte Beuve and M. 
Lacaze in the Senate. It is becoming more and 
more bitter every day. The scholars in the 
Normal School, who went in a body to com- 
pliment Sainte Beuve, have been expelled. Thanks 
to the vapourìngs of the newspapers, the Schools 
of Law and Medicine are going to carry out a 
similar demonstration. To add to the embar- 
rassment of the Minister of Public Instruction, 
his Bon yesterday proceeded to administer per- 
sonal chastisemcnt to a joumalist, who is to- 
day looked upon as a holy martyr. Everything 
now-a-days is in a state of confusion, for want of 
proper authority. 

A Bill on the rìght of public meetings has 
been introduced in the Gorps Législatif, but 
there is no time to discuss it this year. As if to 
prove how useful and good a Bill it would be, 
the workmen of the Faubourg Saint Antoine 
are asking to be allowed to meet for the pur- 
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pose of celebrating the 14th of July, the anni- 
versary of the taking of the Bastille. Do you, 
who know how sensible and orderly our work- 
men are, do you think that such a meeting would 
pass off as peaceably as that in Hyde Park last 
month? These are very ominous symptoms, and 
the tone of the Opposìtion newspapers will show 
you the nature of their plans and hopes. 

I am under the impression that the visit of 
the Emperor of Austria to Paris will not take 
place, and I do not think that we need distress 
ourselves to any great extent' about it. The 
less we meddle in the affairs of Germany the 
better will it be for us. 

Gh>od-byei my dear Panizzi. The Empress is 
going to pass four days in strict privacy with 
the Queen. I fancy she will spend a day at least 
in London. She will be incog., but you will do 
well to leave your name if she is in your neìgh- 
bourhood. This between ourselves. 
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OCLXIX. 

Paris, July 19, 1867. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

I only know one thing, whicb is, that 
the Empress is going to spend a few days 
téte-à-téte with tlie Queen. Of course she will 
haye at least one of her ladies-in-waiting with 
her, As soon as I know who it is to be I will let 
you know. It appears very improbable to me that 
she will go to England without halting for a day 
in London to give herself a rest after ali her 
fatignes as mistress of the house. 

When you see Mr. Lowe, offer him my con- 
gratulations on his last speecb, which bears a 
slight resemblance to the Lamentations of 
Jereraiah, but, in my opinion, is a model of the 
Parliamentary style. This style, like many other 
good things, will disappear before the irruption 
of bad American manners which he predicts, and 
a great misfortune it will be. 

Beports say that the Session will terminate 
next week, to recommence in November, when the 
Press and Public Meetings Bills, &c., will be dis- 
cussed. I think of depriying myself of the plea- 
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sar6 of being present if I bave eaougb lifo left to 
take me to Cannes. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizd. Our Minister in 
Mexico, M. Dano, is reported to bave been sbot 
by Jaarez. It is tbe worst tbing tbat could 
bappen to us. I do not know wbetber tbis is a 
case in wbicb tbe Spanisb axiom, siempre lo peor 
es ciertOf will bold good. 



COLXX. 

Paris, July 26, 1867. 

My Deab Panizzt, 

Tbe tete-d-téte at Osborne seems to 
bave been of tbe most intimate ebaracter. I am 
told tbat ber Majesty did not go to London, so 
tbat you could not bave done anytbing. 

In spite of ali tbe peaceable visits of Kings and 
Ministero, tbere is stili mucb vague uneasiness 
wbicb, nevertbeless, is bearing definite fruit. 
Enormous sums of money are said to be lying idle, 
nobody caring to place capital at even a few 
montbs' date. Everybody is afraid, altbougb no* 
body knows precisely wbat tbere is to be alarmed 
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about. We are, in fact, in the strangest pos- 
sible state, havìng ali the inconveniences of a 
Parliamentary system without any of its solidity, 
the inconveniences of absolutism as well as those 
òf liberty. 

In 'the midst of ali this, the Emperor maintains 
his popularity, and, as an instance of it, every 
time he goes to tho Exhibition he receives a kind 
of ovation at the hands of the imbecìles who vote 
for Pelletan and Jules Favre. I am afraid it will 
make him lose his head and prevent his eyes being 
opened to the very real danger of the situation. 
The Empress is expected to-morrow evening. 

The Princesse is scandalising everybody 

bere by ber goings on. She makes appointments 
and does not keep them ; she laughs, crìes, scolds, 
and has paroxysms of anger and tears. I think 
her extremely pretty, and the whiteness of her 
skin is simply ravishing. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Read the second 
article in tho Bevue dea Deux Mondes on Trades 
Associations, signed " Oollin." There is also in 
the same Reyiew, of the 15th of this month, a 
peply by M. de Haussonville to Prince Napoleon, 
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in which his Highness appears to me io be hard 
hit. 



CCLXXI. 

Paris, Augnst 7, 1867. 

My Deab Pakizzi, 

The Prìnce Imperiai has returned from 
LuchoQ in perfect health, and without the least 
trace of his illness. Madame de Montijo has been 
ailing slightly during the past few days, but is 
better now. 

Have you read the letter of my confròre^ the 
Bishop of Orleans, on the afiairs of Rome and 
Italy? 

He predicts ali kinds of disasters. M. de 
Sartiges, our Ambassador at Rome, who has just 
arrived (whence I know not), says that the Pope 
has ne ver been better. I fancy he will outlive 
annos Petrì. Is it true that Nigra will not return 
to Paris ? I shall be very sorry personally, and 
I think that his removal will be a mistake. 

I am quite of your opinion with regard to the 
article in the Bevue^ signed Collin. It is inferior 
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to the first one, though stili very reraarkable. If 
wliat he says ìs true, there ìs little bope of good 
thìngs being in store for tbe future. What most 
astonisbes me ìs to see tbe Britisb Goyemment, 
usually so prudent, cboosing, for tbe purpose of 
making a concession to tbe Badicals, tbe very 
moment wben tbeir attitude is most tbreatening. 
It ìs ìmpossìble to gìve way to tbreats wìtbout 
speedìly repenting of not bavìng rìsked a figbt. 
The worst of doìng tbis ìs that the figbt must 
come sooner or later, and, wben in tbe end, ìt ìs 
resolyed upon, tbe day ìs lost. Tbìs infornai 
American system is making daily inroads upon us. 
I believe, my dear Fanizzi, that we were bom too 
late. The good time is past and over, and we 
sball bave some bitter pills to swallow. 

I do not relisb tbe Saltzbourg trip, wbich un- 
fortunately ìs a settled thing. I look round in vain 
for a good side to ìt, and I only see the greatest 
possible inconvenìence. A report is gaìnìng 
ground that on theìr return to Paris they will 
bring back Francis Joseph and tbe Empress. Both 
are said to be very mediocre personages, detest- 
ing M. de Beust from tbe botto m of tbeir bearts. 
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and ready to leaye him in the lurch on the first 
opportunity. 

4 

The Grotes have passed through here, I am 
told, but I am completely ruìned in their es- 
timation, and have been so ever sinoe I wrote to 
teli them that Gousin was the first to say the 
identical things about Socrates which the German 
prof essors invented long afterw^ards. Madame has 
never fprgiren me for having valued at twelve 
francs the Titian for whìch she paid twelve 
thousand. 



COLXXIL 

Paris, August 21, 1867. 

My Dsae Fanizzi, 

One day I am well, and another ili, 
but never sure of myself f rom one day to another. 
I have been recommended to try capsules of 
essence of terebìnth. They have done me good. 
If it will only last, as Harlequin said when he 
reached the third floor in his fall from the fifth 1 

If any credit could be attached to rumour and 
the newspapers, the Saltzbourg interview would 
read like a pastoral. The malcontents are afraid 
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of the last letter addressed to tlie Minister of 
Interior on tbe subject of the parochial roads. 
They say that an attempt is being made to put 
them off the scent and create a belief in peace. 
The worst interpretation ìs rather wìllingly plaoed 
npon eveiythìng. 

In the Bevue des Deux Mondes of the Ist of 
Augast there was a tolerably good article on the 
state of Germany, whìch ìs attribnted to the 
Gomte de Paris. Have you read it ? His con- 
clusion is in favour of peace. If it is reaUy his 
composition, he is stronger than his uncles ; but 
that does not prevent one thinking that a Frince 
might find something better to do than to publish 
articles for tbe intense amusement of idle people. 

I dined yesterday with Madame de Montijo, 
whom I found pretty well. She knew nothing 
about ber daughter except through the news- 
papers. She appeared to me to be somewbat un- 
easy about the disturbances whioh have taken 
place in Cataluna. Thcy bave not assumed very 
serious proportions as yet, but iu a house made of 
tinder a spark may do much damago. 

Good-bye, my dear Panixzi. Whut do you 
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think of the burniDg of San Pietro Martire at 
Venice ? It would be well, I think, to withdraw 
the paintings of the old masters from ali the old 
churches throughout Europe ? There are no worse 
custodians than the priests, but nevertheless they 
would liko to get hold of everything. 



COLXXin. 

Paris, September 2, 1867. 
Mt Deab Pakizzi, 

The truly tropical heat which we bave 
had during the last three weeks has dono me good. 
I am consequently, for the timo being, in 
tolerable health. I bave, however, slight 
sufFocating attacks, especially in the evening, but 
nothing yery painful. On the whole, I am better 
than when you left me. My prudence deserves 
much credit for the result. I was asked to 
Biarritz, but this same prudence made me refuse, 
which did not increase my credit. I am just like 
an invalid cat ; I sit in a corner and never stir ; 
besides, I do not feel cheerful enough to join the 
mocedadea l of Biarritz. I shall, therefore, stay 
here until winter approaches, and then I shall be- 
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take myself to Cannes, where I hope to see you 
soon. 

YioUet-Leduc, who accompanìed their Majesties 
on their journej to Lille, Dunkerque, Amiens, 
&c., says tbat he has never witnessed such 
enthusiasm, not to say frenzy. Lea points notrs, 
which had a bad effect in Paris, were accepted as 
a mark of candour. I, too, look upon them in 
that light. My impression is in favour of peace. 
It is trae that Europe is full of powder, and that 
a match would suflBce to set everything on fire, 
but that is precisely what reassures me. Every- 
body can see very clearly what he has to lose, but 
very dimly what he can possibly gain. 1 think 
that the boldest player, M. de Bismark to wit, 
would hesitate. 

Read an interesting article on the Congress of 
Moscow, by a Pole, called Kladzko, which appears 
in the Bevue des Deux Mondes of the Ist of Sep- 
tember. Setting aside the exaggerations of an 
emigréf which must be discarded, it contains a 
very curious summary of the state of Eastern 
Europe. It reminds me of my standing joke with 
Lord Falmerston, who never would believe in 

YOL. n. s 
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the Eastem Question. It is drawìng nigh and is no 
loDger confined to Constantinople. 

You may, perhaps, bave heard abont a corres- 
pondence of Pascal, discovered by M. Chasles, of 
the Academy of Sciences, from which it would 
appear that he had discovered the laws of attrac- 
tion before Newton. It made a great stir. As 
far as I am concemed, I never donbted for a 
moment that it was the work of a forger. You 
need only read three lines to be convinced that it 
could not possibly be Pascal's style. Words are 
to be found in it, such as mystification, which 
only date irom the nineteenth century. In other 
respects the composition is not wanting in talent, 
and gives proof of an amount of scientifio research 
which is nncommon. M. Chasles, the owner of the 
autographs, is, it appears, above ali snspicion. 
Numbers of people assert that it is the work of 
Libri. I do not believe it for a moment, but as 
M. Chasles will not say from whom he procured 
the papers, scandal of ali kinds is rife. 

Paris is absolutely devoid of Parisians, but 
foreigners, and ill-favoured ones, toc, abound. 
It is a great nuisance, but I spend my time 
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verj quietly ali the dame, lìving in complete 
solitude. 

Good*bye, mj dear Fanizzi. la war really and 
trulj going to be made on the King of Ab jssinia ? 
It seems to me so un-English, that I am stili 
doubtfùl, notwithstanding that an officer of my 
acquaintauce says that he hopes to be attached, as 
a Tolunteer, to the English head-quarter staff. 



COLXXIV. 

Paris, September 13, 1867. 
My Dbab PANizzr, 

I shall not be present at the debates 
on the Fre^s Bill and the Bill for reorganization 
of the Army« In f act, when I read the newspapers» 
I am inclined to ask what necessity there is for a 
Press Bill at ali. Never was there more liberty, 
even under Louis Philippe, and, I am bound to 
add, never was it so much abused. As for the 
Army Bill, I am afraid it will not pass unless it 
is modified to such an extent as to render it in- 
jorious. I have every reason to believe that the 
inventor of ali these fine things bitterly repents 
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them now, but lie is noi one of tlie ^^ Look before 
you leap " school. 

What do you think of Garibaldi and the baptism 
he proposes ? Could anybody possibly be more 
foolìsh or a greater idiot P 1 hope this last ^fiasco 
will compel him to keep quiet. It is said that he 
wants to go to London to preach an anti-papist 
crusade. I doubt his being received as he was on 
his first yisit. 

Everything appears at an end in Spain. The 
moral of the whole business is that, so long as the 
army remains faithful, Frim will not be able to 
do anything ; but Narvaez is very old and the 
chaste Isabel very silly. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. What do you say 
in England about afiairs in the East ? They are 
rapidly assuming the proportions of a European 
question. The Bussian newspapers are most 
warlike. They demand Galicia and Bulgaria to 
begin with. 
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COLXXV. 

Paris, September 27, 1867. 

My D£ab Panizzi, 

I hope you reacbed London in good 
health after your jaunts in the North. If you 
were not more favoured by tbe weatber tban we 
were, I pìty you. The winter is coming upon us 
rapidly. Birds of ali sorts are to be seen wing- 
ing their way south^ards, and the astrologers 
predict a rigorous winter for us. 

I bave been taking an outing into the country 
to see my cousin, who has a cottage a dozen 
leagues from Paris. I only remained there for 
two days, and it did not do me much good. I 
bave come to the conclusion that, after ali, the air 
of Paris is more respirable tban that of La Brie. 
However, I am not very bad after ali, considering 
the weatber and tbe aggravatiug circumstances. 
But I bave a fresh and serious cause for anxiety ; 
my eyes are troubling me. I wish, and yet I 
dread, to consult Liebreich, but, on tbe otber 
band, if I lose my eye*sight, what the devil is to 
become of me ? 

I am yery much pleased with tbe decision ar- 
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rived at by M. Batazzi, and I consider that he has 
done ali it was possible for him io do, in a timo 
of revolution, with that infant terrihle wliois too 
great a blockhead to understand how criminal 
he is. After the congress of Geneva there was 
but one mìstake lef t for him to make, and he has 
made it. 

I bave had news from Biarritz. Everjbody is 
very well, and the Prince Imperiai, who was re- 
ported to be ili, is in splendid health. They are, 
apparently, living a very retired liEe. The 
weather is anything but fine, and conseqnently I 
am inclined to think that they will return speedily. 
M. Fould, who wrote to the Emperor from Tarbes, 
has received a letter from him which has pleased 
him exceedingly ; in other words, it ìs as pacific as 
possible, and entirely in accord with the Amiens 
speeoh. 

Everybody bere, nevertheless, believes in war, 
but, frankly, I do not understand why they should. 
It appears to me that, the evacuation of Luxem- 
bourg haying taken place, we bave no ground of. 
quarrel with Prussia. To make war upon her 
because she won the battio of Sadowa would be 
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too absurd, and the ìnevitable consequence would 
bethat we should set ali Germany against us« 
From another point of view, I cannot think that 
M. de Blsmark, wbo ìs a sensible man, and who 
has plenty to do, is attempting, by provoking us, 
to stake bis ali a second time. 

After baving preacbed tbe doctrine of respect- 
ing nationalities, we cannot honestly stand in tbe 
way of Germany completing ber work of uniHca- 
tion, after tbe example set by Italy. Appearances 
point to tbis unification creating a great amount 
of embarrassment for Prussia, wbo, after baving 
roused revolutionary passions, now seeks to allay 
tbem, and will speedily stir up a tempest. In tbat 
case, and in tbat case only, would tbe cbances be 
in our favour. Failing tbat, I believe war to be 
impossible — tbat is to say, between Prussia and 
ourselves, for from tbe East sometbing migbt 
easily come to pass wbicb would bring a wbole- 
sale conflagration in its train. 
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CCLXXVL 

Paris, October, 9, 1867. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

There was nothing to foresliadow the 
death of M. Fould, who appeared to enjoy excel- 
lent health, and^ who, ever since bis retìrement, 
had regained hìs strengtli and led the most healthy 
and active lìfe possìble. I know nothing yet of 
the cause of his death. Hìs doctor, M. Amai, 
went to spend a few days at Tarbes, not to attend 
upon M. Fould, but to givo hìmself the benefit of 
the mountain air. He left him in good health on 
the moming of his death. Berger, who retumed 
from Tarbes last week, told me only on Saturday 
last that he had never seen M. Fould in better 
health and spirits. 

I think the Emperor must feel his loss keenly, 
and ali the more so because he cannot help re- 
proaching himself to a certain extent. When one 
thinks of the present composition of the Privy 
Council, which, in the event of a Begency, would 
be the Government, there is grave cause for fear. 
M. Fould was the last on whom any reliance could 
be placed on the score of intelligence and devotion. 
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His death has created a great sensation bere and 
stili further increases the general gloom. The 
funeral wUl take place here, I belle ve, on the 15th, 
by whioh time the Court will have returned to 
Paris. The weather is reported to be very bad 
at Biarritz and the mode o^ life there is most 
retired. 

In spite of the first fiasco of Garibaldi, the 
Fope's affairs do not seem to me to be in a healthy 
oondition. Will M. Batazzi be strong enough to 
oppose the invasion ? Will he be supported ? Ali 
this is very doubtf ul. It is said, and I have the 
fact on tolerably good authority, that attempts are 
beìng made to persuade the Pope that he would 
be acting more wisely, both for himself and for 
Italy, if he were to permit the Italian troops to 
occupy the provinces stili in his possessione and 
to content himself with keeping Rome. Every- 
body must agree that it is difficult, as well as very 
cosUy, to maintain an extended cordon in a moun- 
tainous country, where it is impossible to guard 
every path, whereas it would be a very easy matter 
to guard Rome itself. I should not be surprised 
if we were to fall in with this arrangement bere, 
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but nothing but obstinacy can be expected from 
the Pope. He is possessed of oourage, as well as 
a leaniDg towards martyrdom, but he has not even 
a shadow of common-sense. Hìs head is as hoUow 
as Garibaldi' s. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I hope you are 
thinking of Cannes this winter. AH the astrologers 
predict that it will be a severe one. 



CCLXXVII. 

Paris, October 15, 1867. 

Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

I went to the funerei of our poor friend ; 
it was one of the most moumful sights I have 
ever seen, in spite of the pomp which the Ministers 
saw fit to display on the occasion. 

As regards the cause of M. Fould's death, no- 
body seems to know anything at ali, and the 
doctors do not appear to me to be any wiser. He 
complained of feeling ili before dinner, and went 
to bed towards five o'clook. He partook of some 
soup, smoked a cigar, and settled himself to sleep, 
telling his valet not to go into his room until he 
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rang. At seven o'olock a telegram arrived. His 
servant entered his room quietly, thinking he was 
asleep, and put the telegram on the table at his 
bedside without making any noise. He went in 
again an hour-and-a-half later, and found him in 
exactly the same position, dead and already cold. 
It was our friend EUice's death over again, quite 
as tranqnil, but more speedj. He had made ali 
the necessary arrangements in case of his death 
a long time ago. 

Roman affairs are giving rise to uneasiness. M. 
Eatazzi says that he cannot maintain an impene- 
trable cordon extending over seventy-five leagues, 
and demands to be allowed to occupy the provinces 
remaining in the Fope's possession, so as to bave 
only the environs to guard. Here there is a 
furious outburst of exasperation against the 
Italian Government, which is accused of want of 
faith. I believe it to be guilty of weakness rather 
than of want of faith, but the line of conduct 
pursued towards Gttribaldi is shameful. If that 
imbecile has the power of setting at defìance laws 
and treaties, the easiest course would be to make 
him diotator. It is believed, however, that, if an 
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insurrection does noi break out at Rome, matiers 
may yet be arranged. 

Did I teli you what the Frince said at Saint 
Jean de Luz ? Their boat, on a very dark night 
(there was a priest on board), ran on the rocks. 
So dark was the night that nobody saw the pilot, 
who was on the bows, fall, break his head, and 
roU into the water. The sailors had sprang into 
the sea, with the water up to their arm-pits and 
dashiDg over their heads, when the wave broke. 
They carried the Prinoe on to the rocks, wet 
through to the skin. The Empress called out to 
him, "Do not be afraid, Louis." He replied, 
" My name is Napoleoa." The tale was lold to 
me by two eye-witnesses, Brissac and M. de la 
Valette. 



COLXXVIII. 

Paris, October 25, 1867. 
My Dbab Panizzi, 

I went last Monday to Saint-Cloud to 
pay my respects. I found the Emperor stouter 
and very well. The Prince Imperiai is sun-bumt, 
but he walks now as if he had never had anything 
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the matter with liìm. The Emperor and Empress 
spoke to me of M. Fould in feeling terms, and as 
if they were fuUy aware of the loss they had sus- 
tained. But the nsefulness of certain persona is 
ìnyarìably recognized too late. 

The Emperor of Austria has had a most cordial 
reception ; report says that he is beginning to ap- 
preciate M. de Beust. His letter to the Municipal 
Council of Vienna and his reply to the Bishops 
are good. 

The affairs of Italy are creating mach excite- 
ment here. They are thought to be settled ; I 
doubt it. As they would say in Corsica, si vuol 
la scaglia. The scaglia, as perhaps you may not 
know, is the old flint musket of heroic times. It 
is deplorable that two old fools, one as obstinate 
as the other, should threaten the peace of the 
world. I only see one way out of it, and that is to 
shut them up together on a desert island and leave 
them there until one has converted the other. 
Batazzi is accused of treason. I look upon him 
as being merely weak and powerless. But how 
Comes it that, in a country where the people are 
not accustomed, as they are in France, to be satis- 
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fied wìth words, the speeches of Garibaldi and 
Mazzini bave so great an effeot. Words I words I 
words I as Hamlet says. 

Oood-bye, my dear Panizzi. I have been saffeis 
ing for some days past, althougb the weather ìa 
fine enough and net cold. 



OOLXXIX. 

Cannes, Noyember28, 1867. 

Mt Dsàb Panizzi, 

I am sorry to bear that you are suSer- 
ing from rheumatism and melancholy into the 
bargain. PoUtics, undoubtedly, are not calculated 
to make anybody yery cheerful, but one must let 
reges delirare and console oneself by hissing them. 

There are a great many Englishmen bere and 
stili more Englisbwomen. We are told that Lady 
Palmerston is not coming, and that ber little girl 
is not in a fit state to stand the journey. Lady 
Houghton is bere, but I bave not seen ber. Her 
busband, I perceive, looks with an un&vourable 
eye upon the Abyssinian Expedition. Wbo is the 
Napier wbo is in command ? And wbat relation 
is he to the William Napier I know, the author of 
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the *' Peninsular War ? " T hope sincerely he may 
succeed, but I would rather not stand in the shoes 
of the English Consul and the ooUectora of pianta 
and ìnsects whom King Theodore holds in dnrance 
vile. 

Our newspapers think there has been too mach 
hanging at Manchester. The hanging seems to 
bave been badly managed, but if the Government 
had given way and granted a pardon after the 
processions and the f uss made at the Home Office, 
nothing would bave been left for it but putting 
the key under the door. I am inclined to think 
that the lesson will be useful, and it was richly 
deserved. 

I suppose a great amount of nonsenso has been 
talked in the Senato to-day, and my coUeagues 
are suro to bave omitted nothing necessary to 
their canonization. It furnishes me with one 
more reason for rejoicing over my absence f rom 
Paris. I do not know whether interpellations will 
be allowed in the Corps Législatifj but, should 
they be so allowed, you may rest assured that the 
same language will be held, and that the majority 
will be far more Fapist than the Government* It 
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is, in reality, the opinion of the great majority, 
and the opposing party are f or the most part 
worse than the Papista. Thonks to the war 
carried on by the newspapers, there are but two 
parties, Clericals and Fenians. When you want 
to steer between Scylla and Charybdis you are 
sure to bave ali the world against you. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. Make baste and 
cure yourself, and make up your mind that you 
will be much better bere than in Bloomsbury 
Square. 



CCLXXX. 

Cannes, December 16, 1867. 
Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

I think you display great courage in 
accepting at this moment what is ofPered you.* I 
believe I advised you to accept on the first occa- 
sion. The same reasons which led you to refuse 
stili exist, and, in my opinion, you exaggerated 

* It may be remembered that, some yean previously, the post of 
Senator waa offered to Mr. Panizzi by the Italian Gtoyeminent, and that 
he then thought it bis duty to decline that honour. But, the oifer 
haying been repeated, he changed bis mind and was appointed to the 
Senato on the 12th of March, 1868. 
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the importance of those reasons. It is, however, 
exceedingly probable that you will be useless now 
that matters bave gone so far. But the only valid 
objection in my eyes is, that your English 
habits and your respect for the law will be a 
source of serìous annoyance to you in the midst 
of the revolutionary party. If you were younger 
I should say to you, Fight 1 Now that you bave 
won your spura in the matter of fighting, and 
bave gained your otìum cum dignitate, I should 
be sorry to see you descend to the arena. Heaven 
only knows what the future has in store for us. 
It seems gloomy enough to me. The struggle is 
commencing between two breeds, both of which I 
detest equally, the Bevolutionists and the 
Clericals. To the foUies of the former is due the 
great power of the latter, power in ali probability 
ephemeral, but destined to be succeeded by 
anarchy of the most terrible type. And the sad- 
dest part of it ali is that, turn which way I will, 
I cannot see any politicai heads capable of lead- 
ìng such people as are honest. Our Chambers 
bave arrived at a pitch of incredible ezcitement, 
and hurry the Government on. Nigra had good 

VOL. u. T 
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reason for sayìng that the Emperor was the only 
friend possessed by Italy in France. Garibaldi and 
the majority are bent upon thwarting his plans. 

We hav^e a great many English here. I met 
Lord and Lady Elcho, with a very pretty 
daughter, yesterday. He expressed bimself as 
being alarmed by what is going on in England 
and by the progress which democracy is making 
there. Fenianism is no joke. I see by my news- 
paper that these gentleman have blown up some 
buildings, and either killed or wounded a number 
of people for the sake of releasing one of their 
own men from Clerkenwell Prison. The tone of 
the Irìsh newspapers, the funeral processìons, and 
the ezhortations to assassination are novelties in 
England. Let us hope they will not take root 
there. 

When you see Lady Palmerston will you take 
an opportunity of remembering me to ber and as- 
suring her of my sympathy. 

It has been snowing here for a whole day 1 But 
the rest of the world has been frozen for ever 
so long ! Here the snow has only done harm to 
the insects and to me. I am stili a great sufferer. 
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Gk)od-bye, my dear Panizzi, but not for long, . 
I hope. You cannot possiblj avoid halting bere 
on your way to Florence.* 



OCLXXXI. 

Cannes, Marcb 8, 1868. 

My Dbab Fanizzi, 

I bave been told of a curious remedy, 
wbicb bas cured a friend of mine. It consists of 
batbs of compressed air, for wbicb tbere is an es- 
tablisbment at Montpellier. My friend assures 
me tbat, after passing twelve boura under a beli, 
wbere tbe air is compressed, bis lung was entirely 
free from an empbjsema wbicb bad compelled bim 
to give up bis practice of a barrister and bad 
caused bim every imaginable suSering. I think 
of trying it in tbe spring. If you like to bear me 
company, you will find a very fine library, belong- 
ing to tbe Ducbesse d'Albany, some fine pictures, 
and capital cooking, besides a splendid country. 

I grieve to say tbat I am in your debt to tbe 
extent of fourteen sbillings. If you do not come 

» Mr. Panizzi was at thìs tìme serioualy ili in London, and the cor* 
lespondanoe was interrupted until March, 1868. 
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to Franoe this year, teli me how I can repay you ; 
otberwìse, sliould the air beli fail to perform its 
office, I very mach fear I shall die in your debt. 
I should like, by way of discharging it, to leave 
you ali the works of devotion I possess. 

Grood-bye, my dear Fanizzi. Edouard Fould 
has come to spend a few days with us pending the 
suspension of the sittings of the Chamber. I was 
expecting Du Sommerard, but he is ili f rom the 
effects of the Exhibition. I shall do my best to 
remain here for the rest of the month, but that 
depends to a oertain extent upou the will of 
Jupiter. 



COLXXXIL 

Cannes, March 19, 1868. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, ^ 

You accepted just at the right moment. 
The important feature in the case is that you will 
use your curale chair just as I do mine, when 
your health will permit of it. M. d'Azeglio had 
already informed me of your appointment, and it 
hasbeen announced in a French newspaper. I 
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am sure everybody will approve of it, onthe other 
side of the Channel as well as here. 

I do not know whether you follow the debates 
in our Chambers. The Government is furnishing 
whìps for its own castigation to people who lay 
hold of them eagerly, with the worat possible grace 
and without saying, " Thank you." 

With the ezception of an unimportant Bepub- 
lican-legitimist disturbance at Toulouse, the law 
on recruiting for the army has been veiy fayour- 
ably received, and, for this country, with a species 
of enthusiasm. The same spirit appears to pre- 
vail everywhere, and the bellicose bump of the 
Gauls has not disappeared ; but there is no ques- 
tion of war yet, and I even hope that the question 
will not arise, me vivo. European affairs are not 
nearly so involved as was feared, and Russia her- 
self seems to be drawing in her horns for the 
nonce. The reason is that everybody has enough 
business of his own to attend to. 

I heard an amusing anecdote to-day about Mrs. 
Norton and Lord SuSolk. She wanted him to 
buy her something or other at a charity bazaar. 
He backed out of it under the plea that it was too 
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dear. " Don't you know I am the prodigai son ? ^ 
said he. " No, I thought you were the fatted 
calf," was the reply. 



CCLXXXIIL 

Cannes, Aprii 4, 1868. 

Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

How is the spring treating you ? And, 
first of ali, have you any spring ? I hear ali sorts 
of f rightful tales about the weather you are having 
in the North. That is just what has compelled 
me to stay here, and I am tione the worse for it. 
Besides, I am not quite sure what I shall do. I 
am halting between returning to Paris and going 
to Montpellier or Lyons to try the compressed air, 
although I do not anticipate auy good result f rom 
the experiment. If I go direct to Paris, I shall 
be obliged to betake myself later on to Mont* 
pellier, but in that case I shall at ali events have 
fulfiUed my senatorial obligatioós, and should be 
suffocated with a good conscience. I am not sure • 
whether that would be any great consolation after 
ali. 

I am reading the debate in Parliament with 



r 
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interest. Mr. Gladstone and Lord Stanley are 
able speakers. It seems to me that botb of tbem, 
according to Parliamentary custom, are.6ntirely 
beside the question. Everything is fiction in the 
constitutional system, and one of these days a 
Bomewhat curious history will be written of the 
questions which bave been dealt with in this world 
without anybody having mentioned them. Be- 
sides, who is deceived? as Basile says. Everybody 
knows precisely what he is about. The only cer- 
tainty I can perceive is that a living in Ireland is 
not worth very much at present. But will the in- 
evitable concession satisfy the Irish ? I doubt it 
very much, and, moreover, I am not sure that 
they are the sort of people ever to be satisfied. 

I am very much struck by seeing how rapidly 
the old English edifico is tumbling to pieces. The 
first symptom of it which I noticed was when 
people were aìlowed to go in boots to the opera. 
It is the same ali over Europe, and on the other 
side of the Atlantic as well. The famous 
American Constitution is going to the devil, and 
the Civil War justended is only a prelude, believe 
me, to other vagaries of a similar kind. 
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With US the pettj Repablioan disturbanoes at 
Toulouse and Bordeaux have shown that the 
'^ Red *' party is stili active, as seuseless and stupid 
as of yore ; but everything is done te make the 
way smooth for them. 

It seems that our Holy Father the Pope the 
other day had a narrow escape of passing te a 
world more worthy of hìm. At one moment 
serious f ears were entertained, but he is goiog on 
ali right now. He has something or other the 
matter with bis legs which may carry him off sud- 
denly. He is, however, rapidly approachiog the 
years of St. Peter. Non videhis annos Petri. 
Would it not be a veritable miracle if he disap- 
pointed the prediction ? 

The reception of the Abbé Gratry has taken 
place at the Academy. I suppose you do not read 
these nonsensical trifles. Never were more 
platitudes uttered, Never did any village priest 
preach a more vulgar sermon. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I should much 
like to know your plans for this summer, for it is 
a long time since I set eyes on you, and I have 
become soimmovable that the mosttrivial journey 
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frightens me. Could not we both arm ourselves 
with our lofty oourage and arrange to meet on ' 
some Pield of the Cloth of Gold ? To ali appear- 
anceSi our Session will last imtil Julj. Shall you 
go and see the end of yours ? I beg of you not to 
stay in London until the winter at the risk of 
those relapses of rheumatism from which you 
are suro to suffer. 



CCLXXXIV, 

Montpellier, Aprii 25, 1868. 

Mi Deab Panizzi, 

You may perhaps bave read the 
speeches of Jules Favre and de Rémusat at the 
Academy. To you, who knew Cousin, they ought 
to be amusing. And it is thus that history is 
written. 

My friend, Narvaez, has just entered Paradise, 
with a special absolution from the Pope. It is a 
great loss to Spain, where pronunciamentos are 
certain to ensue. Narvaez was not always on such 
good terms with our Holy Mother Church. Some 
years ago, in consequence of a quarrel with Eome, 
he laid hands upon the money de la buia de 
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cruzada. Pious people ia Spain pay fifteen soics 
to avoid abstaining from meat, and this permis- 
sion is called la buia de cruzada^ because in order 
to secure permission to eat meat, the people under- 
take either to engagé in a crusado or pay fifteen 
S0U8. Narvaez, finding bìmself in possession of a 
good round sum, made good use of it. He be- 
ato wed pensiona on ali bis friends, male and 
female. Tbere wàs not a single improper person 
in Madrid who did not receive a pension from 
la buia. Tbis will sbow you bow forgiving tbe 
Holy See can be, 

Not one wbit less curious tban tbis is tbe 
letter of Kerveguen to Mazzini, and tbe reply of 
tbe latter stating tbat tbe Italian secret fund is 
made use of to pay Frencb journalists. Wbat a 
shocking set of rascals tbey are to lead public 
opinion in Europe and decide public affairs. But 
tbis consideration does not prevent every petty 
tradesman wbo takes in bis solitary daily paper 
adopting, at tbe end of a montb, tbe opinions of 
bis organ and voting in accordance witb it, 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Tbe present pro- 
cee dings in England astonisb and alarm me ; on 
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the one band, a Ministry in a decided minority, 
but refusing to resigli ; on the other, ooncessions 
made to Ireland and the Catholics, acknowledged 
by fresh Fenian risings. How very unlike the old 
England of days gone by ! Are there any pro- 
phets clear-sighted enough to teli what the result 
of the next eleotions will be ? It seems to me, my 
dear friend, that Vesuvius has a great explosion 
in preparation. In the days when I could boast 
of having lungs such a prospect would bave 
attracted me. I confess that I should now prefer 
the explosion being postponed until after my 
faneral. 



CCLXXXV. 



Paris, May 28, 1868. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I bave been in Paris for some days 
and should bave written to you at the earliest 
possible moment had I been capable of it, but I 
bave spent my time in smothering my rage, and 
bave felt as if I must eat a cardinal. 
If you bave read our newspapers, you will bave 
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notìced the sayings and doings of these gentle- 
men, and their pretension that doctors should be 
orthodoz and good Catholics. Tbere ìs in the 
Senate a proportion of old Generals, who, after 
having used and abused their lives, are at present 
tormented by the fear of the grim gentleman be^ 
low^ and with whom the Clericals do as they 
please. If our cardinals were not such second* 
rate men they would have gained the day, but 
they were so clurnsy and careless that they made 
a sha me fui ^o^co instead. 

Can you understand a man like Dupanloup him« 
self saying and writing in ali seriousness that it 
is horribly impious to believe that nothing can 
either be created or destroyed ? They would like 
to have professors of chemistry of their own 
to propagate, I presume, the contrary theory. 
M. de Bonnechose accuses a physician of 
materialism, because he said that man was a 
bimanous mammiferous animai. You will observe 
please, that the definition he made use of is 
borrowed from Cuvier, who believed in God. If 
you could have seen the outburst of fury in- 
dulge d in by our Senators on the mere mention 
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of bimanous mammifers you would bave laughed, 
as did the goda of Homer. 

I have been to the Tuileries, where I was asked 
to breakfast quietlj. Ali are very well. The 
Prìnce has grown and is now full of health and 
actìyitj. It appeared to me, also, that he was 
being managed better than in days gone bye. 
During breakfast, the Emperor spnt for him to 
come and see me. The reply was that the Prince 
was at work and would not be at liberty for half- 
an-hour. That pleased me and showed me that 
General Froissard was doing his duty. 

After havìng taken twenty-eight baths of com« 
pressed air at Montpellier, I reached Paris in a 
far better state than I was when last I wrote to 
you. I am not cured altogether. I stili have fits 
of suffocation, but they are of very short dura- 
tion, and the weakn ess of respiratory power which 
used to be my ordinary condition is now unusual. 
Moreover, I had an emphyscma, and my lungs 
performed their functions so badly that there was 
no visible movement of my cLest even when I 
took a deep breath. Ali this is cbanged. I 
breathe more easily, my chest works regularly, 



286 LBTTERS OF PBOSPEB HÉBIMÉB. 

and neither my doctor in Paris aor Dootor Mauro, 
wbo is bere now, can find any trace of emphysema. 
By this you will see thab I have made material 
and oonsiderable progress. 

I shall do my very best to spend a few days with 
you at the end of next month or the beginning of 
July. The present difficulty has nothing to do 
with my health, but I am entrusted with the pre* 
paration of several reports to the Senato, two of 
which, dealing with the reprossion of irreligion, 
aro rather serious. After the hard fighting of the 
last few days it is by no means probable that any 
f urther debate of importance will take place, and 
I think my conclusions, to send the potitionws 
al carajOf will be adopted. Nevertheless, I can- 
not absent myself until the question is disposed 
of . In any case, if I come, my visit will take place 
before your trip into Scotland, on which I am 
rather sorry to see you so bent. Would you not 
be acting more wisely by going to Ems or Hom* 
bourg tban by settiog off in quest of fogs and the 
damp atmosphere of the lakes. 
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CCLXXXVI. 

Paris, June 11, 1868. 

Mi Deab Panizzi, 

The Emperor has been suffering from 
rheumatism, contracted during his visit to Rouen. 
That ass. Cardinal de BonDechose, must needs 
make him a speech in the porch of the church, and 
kept him standing in a bitter cold wind with the 
sun striking down upon his head. Iheartily wish 
his illness may cure him of any desire for a closer 
acquaintance with the cardinals. The Empress 
and the Frince Imperiai are in capital health. She 
is reported to be meditating a joumey, at which I 
am not best pleased, but there is no talk of Rome 
this time. 

In spite of ali the predictions and the inven- 
tions of the newsmongers, I believe we shall 
finish this year without war, and even without any 
disturbance elsewhere than in Spain, where, now 
that Narvaez is dead, such a thing is very pro- 
bable ; but I do not think that any fear need be 
entertained with regard to the remainder of Europe, 
M. de Bismark is knocked up, which is another 
guarantee of peace for the poor world. You 
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know the proverb, " When the cat*s away themice 
will play." Besides, he must very often find it 
necessary to display the evil dìsposition attributed 
to him, and, further than that, he has quite enough 
to do at home. 

I hope the Queen will send Theodore's cast-off 
clothes to the firitish Museum, and that I shall 
bave the first use of them. I do not think the 
poor devil was altogether wrong in putting the 
missionaries in the cage. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Eeep in your room 
when the wind is in the East. 



CCLXXXVII. 

Paris, June 16, 1868. 
Mt Deab Panjzzt, 

■ 

We are having wonderful weather bere 
and an eztraordinary abundance of fruit. The 
harvest promises equally well, which is a great 
point in connection with the approaching elec- 
tions. The prevailing idea is that they will take 
place under rather favourable conditions, if the 
chapter of accidents does not bring about some 
complication or other at the last moment. 



F 
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I do not know whetlier you have seen the 
account of an occurrence in the country where the 
beat brandy is made. A priest had placed in his 
church a St. Joseph holding a lily in his hand. 
The parìshioners looked upon it as meaning the 
return of the Bourbons, and they smashed 
the Windows. Then, with the rapidity of an 
epidemie, ali the peasants took it into their heads 
to fancy that a certain ptcture was going to be 
hung up in the churches, the result of which 
would be that sales of national property would no 
longer be legai, that tithes would be re-imposed, 
&c., ào. In consequence of ali this they wished 
to proceed to the extermination of the priests, and 
the military had to be called in. Ali the Windows 
were smashed and the priests chased with shouts 
of ** Vive TEmpereur I " The amusing part of 
the affair is that one of the rioters was unable to 
explain what the picture was of which they were 
ali so afraid. This notion is so peculiar that it 
cannot be supposed to bave been invented by the 
** Reds." It is evidently a naturai produci of the 
country, and shows the feeling of the people to- 
wards the priests. 

TOL. n. w 
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It seems to me that every thing is quietÌAg down 
wonderfuUy in the House of Commons. After 
the storm comes the cairn. I should not have 
thought that Women's Rights would have had in 
England the success they boasfc in America. 

If you could see Paris now, it would certainly 
make you long to spend the beginning of the 
summer here. Nothing could be prettier or more 
brilliant, not to mention any quantity of lovely 
women with prodigious toilets. I neither knòw 
nor understand how they ali contrive to eat and 
dress» but it certainly proves that the world is 
very vioious. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. Do people in 
London think that the assassination of the Prince 
of Servia will set the East in a blaze P 



CCLXXXVIII. 

Paris, July 18, 1868. 
Mt Dear Panizzi, 

You are very much mistaken if you 
think I left London without there being any ne- 
cessity f or my departure. I can assure you that 
I regretted it eztremely. But I had promised my 
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Presìdent that I would return and I was oom- 
pelled to keep my promise, ali the more so, in- 
deedy because the beat, harvest-time and fatigue 
had so reduced our numbers that it was doubtful 
whether the necessary quorum for the Budget 
could be formed. As I had taken very long leave 
during the winter I was especially bound to be 
punctual. 

I am going on Wednesday to spend a few days 
ai Fontaìnebleau, where my presenoe is requested. 
I am promised complete liberty. Apparently, 
there id not anybody, òr scarcely anybody, there. 
I am tolerably well, and the intensely hot weather 
we are havìng, which is making the rest of the 
world ili, suits me to a nicety. 

The other day I consulted, on your behalf, my 
doctor, Robin, who is a frightful Positivist and 
has been excommunicated, as you know, by 
Monsignor de Bonnechose. He says you ought 
to try electricity, and he told me of some mar- 
vellous cures effected by it. It appears that the 
machines now in use are of the most perfect de- 
scription, and convey the shooks and currents to 
the precise muscle to be operated on. He says 
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that there must be some of tliese machines in 
London. We bave them in Paris. He oonsiders 
that Turkish Batlis are good, but that they ought 
to be supplemented by electricity. Oonsult your 
doctor on that point. 

Do your Italian letters by any chance mention 
the Duchesse Colonna? She has disappeared, 
and I should very much like to know where she 
is. I lost trace of her at Rome. 

I am yery uneasy about the goings on in Spain. 
That the Due de Montpensìer should become a 
pretender to the throne astonishes me. I know 
he is uniyersally detested — first of ali, because he 
is a Frenchman ; secondly, because he lost his 
wife in 1858 ; and, lastly, because he pays too 
ranch attention to his sbeep and oxen in Anda- 
lucia, where he has a large property. But the 
Queen is so cordially hated that the devil himself 
would be preferred to her, I think. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of your- 
self and try electricity. Try it — ^that is the main 
point When a man has no more pretensions tò 
Christian virtues than you bave, be should never 
give in. 
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CCLXXXIX. 

Fontainebleau, July 24» 1868. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

A line in baste. The Empress desires 
me to ask you whether you wìll come and spend 
a little time with ber. Tbere are no strangers in 
tbe Palace, only tbe Marécbale de Malakoff and 
myself. Tbe weatber is magnificent, and tbe walls 
are so tbick and tbe rooms so bigb up tbat we do 
not suffer mucb from tbe beat. We dine early 
and drive in tbe evening. Her Majesty says tbat 
it would be a good way of preparing yourself for 
tbe batbs at Wiesbaden. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. K tbis letter finds 
you in London, reply at once, and I tbink you 
would do well in any case to write a few lines to 
ber Majesty to tbank ber. 



coxo. 

Fontainebleau, Augast 2, 1868. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I am too discreet to ask you any ques- 
tions about tbat widow, as belpful as tbe one of 



294 LETTEBS OF PBOSPEB M^BIM^B. 

Jericho, who procured a bed f or you. I do not see 
that, after ali, there is anything so very formid« 
able in the prospect of a month at Wiesbaden in 
tbe society of the vedova innominata and other 
people of good lives and manners, under the prò* 
tection of bis Majesty tbe King of Prussia, and 
with tbe naturai saline water you are longing for. 
It is quite possible that you would benefit by a 
sojourn there, and I am suro the change of air 
would do you good. 

Whatan extraordinary trip the Queen of Eng- 
land has taken. It seems that at first she wanted 
to pass tbrougb Paris absolutely incog. ; and it 
was only in consequence of certain representa- 
tions made to ber that she conpented to balt for 
an bour or two. Rumour has it that she is going 
to establish herself at Lucerne, that she does not 
intend to see anybody nor to stir out, and that she 
will lead that kind of life for a month. I pity 
Lord Stanley, who is in responsible charge. 

Nothing can be more disgusting than tbe flood 
of insignificant newspapers wbicb tbe Press Bill 
has created. And tbe most melancboly feature 
in tbe case is tbe utter absence of wit in tbem. 
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Never bave we been so stupid and vulgar. We 
are rapidly approaching the American style. 

There has been a slight dìsturbance at Nimes 
on tbe occasion of a meeting of electors. It is a 
very singular circumstance that the new law, pub- 
lished three weeks ago, which everybody must 
bave read, appears to have been completely 
ignored by the rioters. They were very quickly 
tumed into the Street, but, in my opinion, this is 
a bad beginning. 



COXOL 

Fontainebleau, August 11, 1868. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

I am yery glad to hear that you are 
installed at Wiesbaden, which, thanks to M. de 
Bismark, is no longer in Nassau. I hope, never- 
theless, that its waters will continue to be of good 
effect. 

The Emperor retumed here from Plombières a 
day or two ago in very good health, better than 
I bave seen him for many a long day. You know 
that, among other points of resemblance to him, 
you possess that of suffering from rheumatism. 
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The waters of Plombières bave done bim a great 
deal of good. You migbt, perbaps, do worae tban 
try tbem also. 

Queen Victoria merely passed tbrougb Paris 
and did not stir out of tbe Embassy. Sbe was 
EufFering from cbolerine, if reports speak truly. 

liast Saturday we had at dinner Lord Lyons 
and Lord Stanley. Tbe former looks like a sub- 
stantial farmer, and, at first sigbt, tbe latter ap- 
peared to everybody to be an imbecile. Tbe 
Empress, wbo conversed witb bim, did not find 
bim so. I met bim at Scheveningue some yeara 
ago, and we renewed our acquaintance witbout, 
bowever, talking politics. 

Tbe dìstribution of prizes at tbe Oancours 
Oénéral took place yesterday, tbe Prince Imperiai 
and bis Govemor being present. It appears tbat 
be was received coldly, wbereas, on tbe otber 
band, pupUs bearing the names of Cavaignac and 
Pelletan were cheered to the echo. Tbe Minister 
of Public Instruction, in tbe course of bis speecb, 
paid a compliment to tbe Prince. He was bissed. 
As you know, on tbese occasions, a bandf ul of 
rascals is quite enough to drag ali tbe otbers after 
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them. The Prìnce was so impassive durìng this 
little scene that bis Govemor even, who knows 
him well, was under the impression that he had 
not comprehended the meaning. But, when they 
got back to the Tuileries, the poor boy's firmness 
gave way, and he burst into tears. Yesterday he 
was stili so upset that he could not appear at 
dinner. His mother was no less so when she was 
told of the occurreace. I think it just as well 
that he should be accustomed to the occasionai 
absence of roses on his path, and this lesson ìs as 
good as any other. 

I am not fond, as you know, of forming plans ; 
nevertheless, I should like to go to Montpellier 
in October and be at Cannes in November. You 
might arrange so as to pass by Montpellier, which 
would not be very much out of your way, and 
consult the doctors there, in whom I bave great 
faith. They are certainly better than those of 
Paris, because, having fewer patients to attend 
to, they pay more attention to those they ha^e. 
Besides this, there are among them men who are 
really distinguished in the medicai profession, and 
I believe their school to be a good one, inasmuch 
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as tbey bave no grand soientific theories such as 
their brethren in Paris have, but regalate tbeir 
treatment in accordance with tbeir own observa- 
tions. Tbe town is not tbe gayest of tbe gay ; 
bowever, tbere is a tolerable library, that of 
Alfieri, and a certain number of manuscripts be- 
queatbed by hitn to the Comtesse d'Albany. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Remember me 
to tbe nymphs of Wiesbaden and your wìdow. 



CCXOII. 

Paris, August 20, 1868. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

A complete deartb of news. There is 
no longer any talk of war. Everybody appears 
very peaceable, even in Prussia, and bere, with 
the exception of the young officers, people bave 
always been so. 

My evening newspaper tells me that the Queen 
in person has deigned to pass through Paris with* 
out anybody knowing anything about it. Lord 
Stanley preceded her. He is said to bave mani- 
fested great confidence in the result of the next 



IiETTEBS OF PBOSPEB MÉBIMÉB. 299 



electioBS. It ìs his business to do so, and it means 
nothing at ali. 

I meet Americans who are very uneasy and 
look upon another cìvil war as possible. It seems 
tfaat the minds of the people over there are in a 
state of diabolica! excitement. Do you not think 
that civil war is an endemio disease of the new 
worldp Look at the old Spanish colonies. There 
is material proof of the justice of M. Talleyrand's 
saying about the Americans, *^They are awful 
beasts, but very proud beasts.'* 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I think the 
Empress will leave for Biarritz to-morrow or the 
day after. She was good enough to ask me to 
accompany her, and I was prudent enough to de- 
cline. I am not, as you are, adequato to an 
ascent of La Rune. Your grey borse was stili 
alive last year. I think that this piece of news 
niay, possibly, please you and take a load off 
your conscience. 
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CCXCIII. 
Paris, September 1, 1868. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I suppose you are daly re-installed in 
Bloomsbury Square with Mr. Fagan, and are try- 
ìug to find out whether the baths at Wiesbadea 
bave dona you any good. I hope that such is the 
case, althougb it very frequently happens that 
their good effects are not felt ali at once. 

I heard of your coming across M. Libri on your 
trave] s. That furnishes one more proof of the 
truth of the saying that the world is very small, 
seeing that so many people meet who are not in 
search of each other. 

I thoroughly believe in the sincerity of the 
King of Prussia, as regards bis conversation with 
Lord Clarendon. Only, he is mistaken if he thinks 
that the French Government either would or could 
make war of its own accord. If the Opposition 
should become very powerful in the approaching 
elections — and the thing is not impossible — I bave 
no doubt that any attempt to provoke a war would 
result in a catastrophe at home. But what the 
King of Prussia did not say, though it is true, is 
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that in his own country he has a very powerful 
party in favour of war. It is the party of the old 
Prussiana, who swear only by Frederick the 
Great, and who, ever since the battio of Sadowa, 
have been persuaded that nothing can stand 
agaìnst their needle-guns. M. de Bìsmark, who 
is a man of good sense, is the cork which prevents 
the explosion of this bellicose effervescence. If he 
were to die, and he is said to be serìously ili, the 
situation would be enormously aggravated. The 
Prussian Ambassador bere, M. de Groltz, who is 
very ili and almost past recovery, is a very pru- 
dent man, and does everything in his power to 
lessen the friction between the two countries. If 
his successor is not after his model — ^more 
especially if he belongs to the old Prussian party 
— ^peace may be very easily endangered. But, 
however that may be, I do not think that the 
rupture, should it take place, would be of our 
seeking. It would be the work of the sword- 
bearers of Berlin. 

How are the elections in England going on ? 
We bear no end of contradictory reports on the 
subject. The only conclusion I can come to is 



MkdM 
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tbat nobodj has any positive knowledge as to 
what is to be expected from the new electors. 
The probabilities are in favour of Mr. Gladstone ; 
but, if the resistance is at ali strenuous, I fear he 
will be carrie'd far onward in the Radicai direction» 
whioh means that he will go to the devil, where» 
in truth, ali Europe is in a fair way to go. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Give me timely 
notice of your departure, so that l 'may take the 
necessary steps, and, possibly, entrust you with a 
commission. 



OCXCIV. 

Cannes, January 22, 1869. 

My Djsab Panizzi, 

I did not reply to you the other day, 
because Mr. Gbilde, in person, was taking you the 
news, and I bave refrained from sympathising 
with you in your misfortunes over since he told 
me that you negotiate eighty-four stairs a day to 
dine with Doctor Pantaleoni. 

Miss Lagden contìnues to progress favourably 
towards convalescence. She had an egg f or break- 
fast to-day, and a small piece of fowl for diuner. 
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The fever has left her, and ber state generally is 
very satisfactory. As f or myself, I have caught a 
severe cold, whioh will probably result in my losiog 
ali I gained from my recent courso of treatment. 
My cougli tires me dreadfully, especially at night ; 
but I prefer that to the anxiety I bave passed 
through during the last few days. 

M. Barthélemy Saint-Hilaire has retumed. 
Edouard Fould ìs at Marseilles, but ìs expected 
to-morrow. Mrs. Ewer has not suocumbed to 
f atigue, and, as well as Miss Lagden, desires to be 
remembered to you. 



CCXCV- 

Cannes, March 15, 1869. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

The newspapers have killed me over 
and over again. M. Gnizot announced my death 
to the Academy, and delivered himself of an 
obituary oration. That, apparently, was not an 
unhealthy proceeding, for I am none the worse 
for it. 

You seem to be having wretched weather, and 
we are in the same state. I have just been reading 
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of a fall of snow in Calabria. The macliiiierj of 
this world Ì8 palpably out of order. 

I bave news from Spain« wbere they are daily 
expecting an outbreak. They generally resenre 
that 8ort of thing for the sprìng. The winter in 
Madrid is too cold, and the summer too warm, to 
permit of any indnlgence in 8uch amusements. I 
bave no doubt that the Due de Montpensier will 
be elected after he has spent ali bis money, and 
then he will be kicked out, if not shot. 

Good-bye, my dear friend. What is Nigra 
going to do at Florence ? 



CCXCVL 

Cannes, March 23, 1869. 
Mt Deab Pamizzf, 

I do not think the future is quite so 
black as you paint it. Moreover, I do not belio ve 
in war, becauso I look upon it as impossible. It 
takes so much money now-a-days to fight, that 
unless you bave a treasury such as the Kiug of 
Prussia had before Sadowa, or an exceedingly 
pliant Parliament, rara avia in terria^ you are 
without the means of firing a shot. In short, the 
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hatred and fear of war are so great bere, that 
whoever provokes it will be aure to rouse the world 
against him. 

I am glad to see Victor Emmanuel and Francis 
Joseph so polite to each other. The great thing 
in these days is to look after the finances, for the 
moment any monarch poses as a man of peace, the 
capitalists flock round him. 

The Emperor has had an attack of influenza, 
but is ali right again. The Empress has been 
Bufiering from mumps, but she, too, is well now. 
She wrote me a very kind lettor when I was ili. 
She proposes that I should translate and publish 
the correspondence of the Duke of Alba with 
Philip II., and offers to furnish me with such 
parts of it as are in the hands of her brother-in- 
law. There are some queer things in it. 

Good«bye, my dear Panizzi. I am charged 
with ali sorts of kind messages to you from the 
Countess de Montijo and Bagell, who gave us a 
good breakfast at Bagnères-de-Bigorre, and who 
writes to congratulate me on being stili on this 
side the Acheron. 



YOL. n. 
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CCXCVII. 

Cannes, Aprii 6, 1869. 

Mt Deab Pakizzi, 

Did I teli you that I lost my coosin in 
tbe very house where I now am P It means the 
snappìng asunder of a friend ship of fifty years* 
standing. Happy they who die young. 

Wbat do you think of the afFection displayed by 
the King of Italy for the Emperor of Austria ? 
Is it genuine P I doubt it. It is impossible te 
assume a yìrtue for any length of time if you hare 
it not. It always ends in a regular fit, either of 
anger or laughter. I think the former oourse» 
which is undoubtedly the better of the two, has 
been adopted. I believe less and less in war ; but 
I do believe in the progress of the Bevolution 
and Socialism. I think the whole world is bowing 
down before the monster, which increases in size 
and strength day by day. Society in the present 
day, with its love of money and material pleasures» 
is conscious of its weakness and stupidity. A 
well-organised arìstocracy alone would make head 
againstit; but where canyon find oneP It is 
losing ground even in England. Everybody tells 
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me that the House of Lorda will yield wìthout a 
semblance of resistance. Will the Irish beoome 
more tractable P I yery much doubt ìt ; but the 
Yankees will become ten times more insolent. I 
f ear the Gladstone Cabinet will have to swallow 

manj bitter pills, such as would have turned Lord 

« 

Palmerston*s stomaoh. 

Here the elections are beginning to put the 
country in a fever. The Opposition is opening 
fire ali along the line, and displays plenty of 
audaoitj. Arma have been given to it, and it ia 
making uae of them. Aa far aa I can judge, the 
Government will have a reapectable majority, but 
only on great queationa. Add to thia a trouble- 
some Chamber, aplit up into many aectiona and 
by no means veraed in either politica or buaineaa, 
and you are in poaaeaaion of the probabilitiea. 

An outbreak ia imminent in Spain. I am aur- 
priaed that Madrid haa not been the acene of 
diaturbancea before thia. It provea that Prim 
haa the army atill under hia finger and thumb. 

Good-bye, my dear Fanizzi. I hope you, like 
ouraelyea, are having fine weather. I wiah you 
better health than falla to my lot. I haye nerer 
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been in such suffering as I bave experienced since 
the sun re-appeared. 



COXCVIII. 

Cannes, Aprii 22, 1869. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

I had a visit yesterday from Prince 
Napoleon, who appeared to me to bave grown 
very thin, but is quite reoovered. Not a word 
was saìd about politica, as you may well imagine, 
but be did say a few words wbicb pleased me 
and seemed to prove tbat be is mending bis 
ways. He is going to tbe Adriatic f or a cruise 
in bis yacbt. My newspaper tells me — ^but 
credat Judceus Apella — tbat tbe Princesse Clo- 
tilde is to join bim at Yenice. 

Could you send me, to Paris, tbe two volumes 
of Bergenrotb, tbe German wbo died in Spain 
in tbe arms of bis concubine, abandoned by ali 
God-fearing Englisbmen, after baving justified 
Queen Jeanne, wrongly called La Folle. I tbink 
it will cost me sometbing like a couple of guineas, 
unless your magnanimity moves tbe compassionate 
bowels of your library. 
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CCXOIX. 

Paris, May 7, 1869. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

The Bmpress is going for a trip to 
Bgypt, to be present at the opening of the Suez 
Canal. She asked me to accompany her, but, to 
my great regret, I was obliged to decline. I am 
far too great an invalid to undertake such a 
joumey, and I should only be a source of embar- 
rassment to my companions. I am afraid, too, 
that the trip will be a longer one than would be 
desirable in my case. 

An immense amount of agitation in connection 
with the elections. Wonderful Deputies are ex- 
pected here — I mean in Paris. Thiers is a Eeac- 
tionary, Gumier-Pagès an old Moderate, Emile 
Olivier a Bonapartist. I have reason to believe 
that the managers of the Bepublican party are 
afraid of a fiasco in the rest of Franco. The 
third party will, in ali probability, gain a few 
YOtes, and the Government have made a great 
mistake in not resigning themselves philosophi« 
cally to it. A dynastic Opposition is not very 
dangerous, and, by opposing its candidates too 
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yigorously, tliey run the risk of embitterìng them 
and converting them into irreconcilable enemies. 

The Irish do not appear to me to be yery 
grateful to Mr. Gladstone. An increase of 
Fenianism and assassinations. Democraoj ìb oh 
the ève of taking a long leap f orward. Lord 
Bussell's proposai to create life peerages» if it ia 
not a mere threat destined to remain a gladius in 
vagina^ means the destra ction of the House of 
Lords. Old England is rapidlj nearing the 
descent towards which ali Europe is drawn, and 
in my opinion this descent leads to the devil. 

The electoral struggle at Cannes is keen. M. 
Mèro is giving five-and-twenty francs to ali the 
priests for nine masses to be said in his favour. 
A mass costs seventy-five centìmea; ergo^ each 
priest will pocket eighteen francs» twenty-fiye. 
Now that we bave universal sufErage, I do not 
think the idea a bad one. 
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eoo. 

Paris, May 22, 1869. 

Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

At last we are free from election 
meetings. With the exception of a few unim- 
portant processions, plenty of shouting, and some 
railings broken in the Place Bojale, everythìng 
passed over harmlesaly* The speeches, as a rule, 
were eulogies of the Republic, and nearly always 
contained an ezpression of regret that the guillo- 
tino was only in operation in the middle of 1798. 
These gentlemen do not attempt to catch their 
flies with honey, as the proverb recommends. 
Their proceedings have infiised courage into the 
middle classes. There were no moderate candi- 
dates, to begin with, in the majority of the dis* 
tricts of Paris, but some have been improvised 
now. I do not think they have much chance of 
success, but, at ali events, there will be a 
struggle. 

It is said that Thiers will be elected, but not 
without some trouble and a ^* Bed " subsidy at 
the last moment. He is now heart and soul with 
the BcTolution. He appeared to me to have aged 
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very much the last time I saw him, about a f ort- 
night ago. Barthélemy Saint-Hilaire ia canvassing 
in the depaHment of Seine-et-Oise» aad I am told 
he has some chance of success. 

TJniyersal sufifrage is the unknown quantitj, 
and the result may take everjbody by surprìse, 
However, there is every reason to suppose that 
the new Chamber will be very nearly the sanie as 
the old one, but with this difference, that the 
Deputies will be under far more Liberal instruc- 
tions than were their predecessors. The wind is 
favourable for Parliamentary Government, one of 
the worst governments possible for a country 
where there is not a strong aristocracy. 

Kevertheless, it appears that for some time past 
a remedy for universal suffrago has been fortb- 
coming. I mean electoral corruption. The 
expenses of the candidates this year are saìd to 
be very largo. One of them keeps open house, 
makes his electors drunk, fetches them in car- 
riages, and gives them plaids and comforters to 
keep them warm on their return home. He has 
set up an office at one end of a bridge where 
toU has to be paid, and on reaching it eaoh 
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peasant receives back the sou he paìd at the other 
end. 



OCCL 

Paris, June 9, 1869. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I am stili much the same, coughing, 
perhaps, more than usuai, sufEering frequently 
from oppression , haying no appetite and getting 
little sleep. 

Doctor Mauro is not coming to Paris this year. 
He has spent his leisure timo in electioneering 
and has contributed in no slight degree to the 
defeat of the Mayor of Cannes, M. Mèro. The 
two sons of M. Fould bave been elected, one in 
the Basses-Pjrénées, the other in the Hautes- 
Pyrénées. Edouard did not stand ; he has given 
himself up entirely to racing, but his horses do 
not win. 

On Sunday there was a fine display of second- 
class patriotism. The Grand Prix, given by the 
Emperor, was won by a French borse, whereas, 
for some years past it has been farraed by the 
Bnglish, The lorettes and pretty women were 
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remarkably enthusiastic, and embraced eaoh other 
in celebration of tbe national victoiy. 

In Paris there is mach congratulation over the 
non-suocess of Raspaili Bocbefort, and Alton-Shée. 
People are beginning to be very easily pleased. 
There is no idea now of a short session in Julj 
for the verification of powers. The session will 
not oommence till November ; at ali eyents, that 
was the arrangement yesterday, though every- 
thìng may be altered to-day. 

I think you can easily get hold of the last re- 
port of M. Fiorelli on the excayations at Pompeii. 
It would be a highly meritorious wt>rk on your 
part to teli me what it is like when you get back 
to Bloomsbury Square. 

Nigra has just published a very learned book, 
in Latin» on the ancient language of Lreland. 



coon. 

Paris» June 29, 1869. 
Mt Dsab Panizzi, 

I am going to St. Cloud, instead of to 
Fontainebleau, the day after to-morrow. In con- 
sequence of the attempted disturbanoes it is 
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considered prudent not to go very far away f rom 
Parìfi. On my own account I am very glad of it, 
because, in the event of my being taken ili I could 
get back to my house in an hour. I am told that 
the Duchesse de MalakoS and I are to be the only 
guests. 

If there is no riot in the Street, there will cer- 
tainly be a row in the Chamber, inasmuch as the 
irreconcilables are anxious to perform the prò- 
mises made to their supporters. Moreover, as 
there are several doublé retums, it is probable 
that the ** Beds " will elect to sit for the provinces, 
so as to plunge Paris once more into a vortez of 
ezoitement, electioneering meetings, speeches, 
&c., &c. AH this promises us a tolerably agitated 
summer. As for war, there is less talk than ever of 
it. Where oan one go to be quiet P If anybody 
asked me that question I should be puzzled to 
find a reply. Perhaps in Egypt» although even 
there somebody wanted to make an end of the 
Pasha. 

The Duo de Montpensier is injuring himself in 
public opinion dreadfuUy. He wants to be king 
per fas et nefas^ and he may possibly be so for a 
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few monthfl provided he paya a high enough prìce. 
But has he the money, and wìll he part with it P 

Madame de Montijo, who always asks after 
your health, is in the country, and is giving a 
series of private theatricals just as if nothing were 
going on. She has pretty women for actresses, 
and| consequently, no lack of yisitors. There is 
an idea here that Queen Isabella wants to abdi- 
cate in favour of the Prince of Asturias. If it be 
truCi it will have some effect in Madrid. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I stili owe you 
the Tolume of Bergenroth. He is a regular im- 
poster, who thought he conld conciliate the 
devout by making Jeanne la Folle a Protestant. 



cecili. 

Saint Cloud, July 11, 1869. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I am witnessing a very curious spec- 
tacle here. I am, as it were, in the front row of 
the dress circle, but I hear nothing, and can see 
but little. The piece is being performed behind 
the curtain. There is no doubt about the prova- 
lence of extraordinary excitement throughout the 
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country. It is said to be produoed by the love 
of liberty. I beg leave to doubt it, because it 
seems to me that we bave too much liberty as it 
is, and that we make rather a bad use of it. In 
France people go wild over a word without taking 
very much trouble to find out what it means. 
The Ghamber, and, perhaps, the majority in the 
country, want a little gratification. Nothing will 
do but this kind of thing. " Personal government 
has had its day ; now it is the country's tum to 
govern.** The experience of the various attempts 
at self-government are forgotten. The wind is in 
the direction of the Parliamentary system, to the 
faults in which nobody can be bHnd. On the 
other band, people seem to me to forget that 
when once you bave caught your finger in a cog- 
wheel the whole arm must go after it. Every con- 
cession has only served to make people ask f or 
more with redoubled ardour, and to render any 
refusai more difficult. You remember the story 
of the harlequin who gave bis children a drum 
and a trumpet, and said to them, *' Amuse your- 
selves, and don't make a noise." 

My impression is that there is a disposition to 
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yield on ali points, ezcept that of the responsìbility 
of Ministers» or, at any rate» that is the point on 
which moflt stress is laid. It is quite true that» 
in France, Ministerial responsìbility did not pre* 
yent Charles X. and Louis Philippe being turned 
out of doors ; and that there never was a despotic 
King yet who f ailed to find as many Ministers as 
he wanted. On the one hand, a radicai change in 
the Gonstìtution is demanded ; on the other, it is 
asserted that the Constitution is oompatible with 
perf ect liberty. Which will givo way ? That is 
the question, and it may easily bring abont a 
catastrophe. The situation is similar to the oom* 
mencement of a riot. The mob of inquisitive and 
indifferent by-standers affords no inconsiderable 
support to the rioters. A factious minorìty may 
drag the crowd of indifferent people along with it, 
and when once the mass is set in motion the latter 
are got rid of in a twinkling. 

There is an idea that a statement will be made 
to-day by the Government in the Carpa Législatif, 
announcing certain reforms. I doubt if that will 
be enough. A position will be surrendered which 
will enable the enemy to attack more advan- 
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tageously* In my opinion the tiempo al tiempo 
course would be the most prudent one ; ohange the 
Ministry when you are tired of it ; get another 
whioh will make people regret the old one, and so 
go on, liying from hand to mouth. 

Good-bje, my dear Panizzi ; I know on good 
authority that North Germany is no less agitated 
than we are, and that M. de Bismark is asking ns 
to come to some mutuai understanding in opposi- 
tìon to the common enemy. But that enemy is 
very strong, and I much fear he will eat us up. 



OOOIV. 

Saint Cloud, July 26, 1869. 

Mt Deab Panizzi, 

Sir James is fortunate in being able to 
take a rose-coloured view of thìngs. With you 
they are sombre enough, but with us the tint is a 
very sinister one, at ali events through my 
glasses. 

There are such things as timely concessions, but 
I don t belieye that those which bave been made 
bere were either desirable or necessary. The 
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dasire of gaining a certain amount of popqlaritj 
appears to me to have been the real motiye, and 
the resalt has &iled to realize any of the ezpecta- 
tiona whioh could possiblj have been entertained. 
Weapons have been placed in the hands of the 
Opposition — that ìs certain. Thej have been 
asked to Bit down to a game in which they wanted 
to haye ali the rules in their own favoar and to 
reserve to themselves the right of cheating. This, 
if I am not mistaken» is the sitaation. The oon- 
cessions have givo a the Opposition a powerful 
lever wherewith to incito the mind of the public» 
and the effect of this was felt io the elections. 
The character of the Government majority is 
changed. They have ali done like St. Peter, and 
have denied their master. The Due de Mouchy 
is one whose name is appended to the request for 
an interpellation. 

July 27. — I was at the second page of my lettor 
when the Queen of Spain and ali her family 
arrived. I found her in better condition than I 
expected, that is to say, not so fat. She has a 
good presence and is very polite. She was shown 
oyer the Trianon and asked to dinner, after having 
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been treated to a regalar downpour of raiu be- 
tween Versailles and Saint Cloud. 

I resumé the subject of politics in order to teli 
jou tbat next week we are going to pass a 
senatus-consultum, giying the Cbamber of Deputies 
the rìght of electing its own Presidente making 
interpellations, and a few othor items of which I 
am in ignorance. Personallj, I see no inconveni- 
ence in this except that, if the Cbamber is too 
hostile to elect the Government candidate, the 
policy must either be changed or a coup cTétat must 
be carried out. 

The great difficulty will be in connection with 
the reaponsibility of Mìnisters, to which the 
Emperor is very much opposed. As a matter of 
fact, it will always exist so long as there is a leader 
in a Farliament. It might be openly announced 
in a country where, as in England, the law is 
obeyed ; with us no hesitation has ever been dis- 
played in holding the Sovereign responsible for the 
acts of bis Ministers. 

I may as well confess that my only hope rests 
upon the follies which the " Reds " will commit. 
They are beginning tolerably well, and it is pos* 

YOL. u. T 
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sible tbat in a short timo thej may frighten the 
country to such an extent that they themselves 
may cease to be alarming. 

Good-bye. Congratulate Mr. Gladstone for me, 
and commend me to the prayers of your spiritual 
director. 



COCV. 

Paris, August 16, 1669. 
My Dbab Sib Anthony,* 

I bave resumed my compressed air- 
batbs. There is an establishment here largar 
and moro luxurious than that of Montpellier. The 
bells are so large that they hold three people 
comfortably. The doctor who manages the estab« 
lishment has an asthmatical daughter, really very 
pretty, but they do not " emboli *' us together, 
much to my regret. 

I paid a visit a day or two ago to Saint Cloud» 
where many enquìries were made about you. I 
mean the heads of the house, and do not allude 
to the household, particularly to Madame Lour- 

* Mr. Paniizi was made a K.C.B. on the 27th July» 1869. 
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nìel. I believe sbe has set out for ber native 
Brittany. 

Who is tlbe Lord who, accordine to the 

newspapers, has been killed in a duel by an ili- 
conditioned husband ? I am rejoiced to hear that 
Mr. Gladstone has recovered from his fatigues, 
but I fear he will have many more before he sue- 
ceeds in setting matters straight. The Irish do 
not appear to be satisfied. You will teli me that 
they will never be satisfied, but, at ali events, 
they need not kill so many agents and landlords. 

You know the proverb, Oignez vilain, vzlain vous 
poùict This proverb will possibly serve as a reply 
toyour questionon thesubject of the recent conces- 
sions granted by the Emperor. However, I am 
bound to add that,things being such as they are, he 
could not act otherwise. In the second place, it 
is quite possible that, by means of mingled firm- 
ness and skill, the Chamber, which, after ali, is at 
heart Conservative, may be managed. Unfor- 
tunately we are destitute here of skilf ul trimmers. 
The Emperor has largo ideas, and does not pay 
sufficient attention to petty details. There is a 
chance, and a very probable one, that the ** Beds '' 
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may commit so many blunders and show their 
ears to such an eztent that a reaction wìU take 
place in the public mind. T believe it will. We 
have to leam whether any advantage will be taken 
of it. 

The Carlist insurrection soems to be a fiasco. 
The old leaders have no longer any legs where- 
with to climb the mountains, and the young men 
are not acquainted with them. To ali appearances 
the Carlists of 1840 are the Bepublicans of to-day. 
The most dangerous ordeal through which the new 
Government is about to pass is bankruptcy. What 
I want to know is where Prim and Serrano find 
the money to pay for the dinners they give and for 
the soldiers who prevent the outbreak of a Repub- 
licnn or Isabelline revolution in Madrid. I am 
told that both these great men lead a merry life, 
and scatter money out of the Windows. 

Did I teli you of the domestic tribulation 
which has befallen me since my return? My cousin, 
who, as you know, lives with me, has gone mad. 
She turned her husband's servants out of doors 
and engaged a score of others, whom she dis- 
charged one after the other. She labours under 
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the delusion that everybody wants to rob ber, and 
she bara and bolts herself in ber room every nigbt. 
AH ber frìends say that I ought to put a stop to 
these proceedings. I bave no authority over ber, 
as I am not even u relative of bers.* I found 
myself the otber day without a porter. I fear she 
wìU bum herself one of these days, and me too. I 
hope she will betake herself to the country, but 
she probably thinks that, if she does so, I shall 
take advantage of ber absence to carry ofE ber 
house. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of your- 
self, and do not drink too much. What do you 
think of the nun of Cracow ? 



coevi. 

Paris, August 26, 1869. 
My Dbab Panizzi, 

I went to breakfast at Saint-Cloud on 
Sunday, and made your homage. The master of 
the house was stili ili. Do you think he is suffer- 

* She waa not, in reality, an actual relative of Mérìmée ; éhe was hìa 
couain'8 wife. 
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ing f rom an ezcommunication by our Holy Father 
the Pope ? 

Yesterday we received a capital report from M. 
Devienne on the senatus-consultum. I think it 
will pass without the additions which the big- 
wigs of the Secate want to tack on te it. It 
already posscsses enough of that sort of thing. 

The Prince Imperiai has been very successful 
at the camp of Cbàlons. He displayed such dash, 
and held his own so well that we thought it might 
have brightened up his father to a certain extent. 
Buchon, his groom, whora you know, says that no 
Prince in the world can hold a review as he 
does, mounted on a tali, prancing borse, and pass- 
ing along a line of infantry at an even pace, with- 
out the reflection of the sun on the bayonets caus- 
ing him to swerye an inch. 

I met Monnier yesterday, and he asked after 
you. Heis surprised to find that the world has 
not behaved any worse since he left his pupil, in 
whom, he told me, he stili takes a lively interest. 

Among the persons I meet who ask me about 
your sayings and doings is the Princesse Mathilde, 
whom I saw yesterday. She told me she was 
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fifty years old, but she does not look it in any 
way. 

My cousin is becoming more and more unbear- 
able, To-day she discharged ber thirtieth maid 
witbin a montb, and on the staircase I met alock- 
Smith bringing with him the most extraordinary 
machines to look ber up. I am afraid of dis- 
covering, one of these days, that she has starved 
herself, and that the only means of getting at ber 
would be to cali in the assistancè of a company of 
engineers. 

Good-bye, my dear Sir Anthony. Present my 
homage to those ladies who are kind enough to 
remember me. 



COOVIL 

Paris, September 7, 1869, 
My Deae Panizzi, 

We passed the senatuS'Consultum yes- 
terday by a hundred and thirteen votes against 
three. Simultaneously with that there was 
an alarmìng panie on the Bourse. The health 
of the Emperor is giving rise to serious anxiety. 
If I may believe those who are best informed on 
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the subject, such as Nélaton and General Fleury, 
there is nothìng dangerous in bis state ; he suffera 
eveiy now and then from pains in the bladder. 
This is not yery alarming, but bis being ili is quite 
enough to set people tbinking what might happen 
if he were dead. I am assured tbat the joumej 
to the East whìch the Empress was meditating 
will not take place, and a good thing too. 

Prìnce Napoleon has been oomplimented by bis 
cousin on bis speech, which had, in truth, manj 
good points abont it. If he bad displayed more 
tact and method, it would bave been ezcellent. 
Taking ali tbings into consideration, the sencttus^ 
consultum appears to bave produced a sootbing 
e£Fect, especially among the middle classes. The 
devil will, however, lose no ground, and the next 
Session will be an arduous one, with a Chamber 
devoid of experience and puffed up with a feeling 
of its own omnipotence. It is a Convention, and 
may do many stupid tbings, both througb igno« 
rance and malico prepense. There was once a 
Tribune who said tbat he bad nothing to give the 
people prceter coelum et camum. Tbat is very muck 
our case. 



LDTTRBS OF PBOSPEB MÉRIMÉE. 329 

The Duchesse Colonna writes to me f rom Rome 
to teli me that the Pope has engaged a professor 
of theology in view of the Council. The professor 
discourses on his own particular subject, and the 
Pope interrupts him to enquire whether there will 
be seats enough for everjbody. We shall bave 
several very bad bishops at the Council, but the 
majority will be against innovatìons and hard and 
fast rules. That, at ali events, is reported to be 
the line which the Germans will adopt. As for the 
Spaniards, there is no knowing whether Prim will 
let them go. 

I do not believe in the possibility of any recon- 
ciliation between England and Ireland. She will 
be to ali eternitj like an ill-conditioned wife who 
cannot be divorced, or a second Poland without 
the English havingattheircommand the means of 
which the Russians make use. 

I am sorry you do not care about journeying 
southwards. It appears to me that the sun is a 
capital doctor, almost the only one in whom I 
bave any confidence. 
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CCCVIII. 

Paris, September 15, 1869. 

Mi D£ab Sie Anthony, 

I have had a visit from Louis Fagan, 
who dined with me on Sunday. He seemed to me 
to have grown and developed in every way, stili 
the same nice lad and retaining, despite ali the 
naiionalities he has mixed with, the manner of 
an English boy. 

Have you seen the end of the history of M. 
Chasles and his autographs P Among those which 
he presented to the Institute, there were some 
sheets which appeared to bear a faded impression 
of the stamp of the Imperiai Library. It was ab 
once evident that somebody had helped himself to 
an outside sheet on which the stamp of the 
Library had faded into indistinctness. On find- 
ing this out, Taschereau set his spies to work, 
and, as soon as he thought he had hit upon the 
thief, he had him arrested in the Street. He was 
carrying a somewhat heavy portfolio in which was 
found, first of ali, a letter from Galileo in course of 
preparation ; then an outside sheet on which were 
two different autographs, but the rough edges of 
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the sheet fitted exactlj and oorresponded in every 
way, Besides this, there were tracings of signa- 
tures, pieces of old papera, in short, more than 
enough to secare a conviotion. This fine fellow 
calls himself Vrain-Liicas. M. Chasles had paid 
him a hundred and fiftj-three thousand francs for 
the collection ; hagatella, His ezcuse is that he 
has a mistress, and that such luxurics are ezpen- 
sive. Chasles does not know where to hide his 
head ; he is overwhelmed with shame, although 
he stili tells his f riends that he is convinced that 
Vrain-Lucas has not invented everjthing. The 
man is in prison, and will be put on his trial. It 
is a delicate question ; that he will be f ound guilfcy 
of swindling is beyond a doubt, but there is some 
talk of indicting him for perjury, in which case I 
am not so suro about the verdict. People who 
put a mark which is not their own on champagne 
corks are indicted for forgery. Had not you a 
case of this kind in England, and what was the 
fate of the guilty one ? 

I bave just heard of the death of Lady Pal- 
merston. She had lived ber allotted time. She 
has died, surrounded by the glory of ber busband| 
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and she did not live long enough for it io be 
contested. 

Good-bje, my dear Fanizzi. I start in three 
weeks' time at the yerj latest for Cannes. The 
winter is alreadjr announcing itself hy means of 
frìghtf ul squalls. I wish I knew that you were 
baskìng in the san, or at ali events in Blooms- 
bury Square. 



OCOIX 

Paris, Ootober 2, 1869. 
My Dbab Sib Anthony, 

Pious people are horror-struck by the 
letter of Father Hyacinthe, which you have in 
ali probability read. The day before yesterday, 
Father Gratry,who sits next to me in the Academy, 
asked me what I tbought of that fashion of 
writing lettera to the newspapers. I replied that 
Father Hyacinthe and Monsignor Dupanloup 
seemed to me to bear a very dose resemblance to 
the editors of the Tintamarre and the Figaro 
abusing each other by way of attracting sub- 
scribers. He protested against the comparison» 
but, as he detesta Dupanloup, I fancy he was not 
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very much disgusted. AH tbis proves that there 
will be an Opposition iu the Counoil. Father 
Hjacintbe wants to be a second Luther, but he ìs 
not strong enough for the situatioD, and the time 
for great schisms has gone by, at ali eventa for 
the present. The probability is that the labours 
of the Council will be in vain. 

Who Ì8 the Prince whom Prim wishes to make 
King, or, rather, whose son is he, and who will 
guide him P Beport says that he is only sizteen 
years of age^ and that he has received a good 
education. In the days of Joseph Bonaparte 
the Spaniards said — 

Qne aqni do queremoB rey 
Qne no diga bien, " Carajo ! ** 

The Empress says she will be back on the 
25th of November, which takes for granted a 
sea unvaryingly Bonapartist and an utter absence 
of the unforeseen. Fiati 

It is now thought likely that the Gorps Légis- 
IcUif will be summoned early in November. In 
my opinion, the best pian would be to let it con- 
struct a Ministry, and when it had accomplìshed 
that^ to dissòlve it and convoke a fresh Chamber. 
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It would most probably be better than thia one» 
whose least fault is iaexperience. Bat I doubt 
ibis course heing adopted. The preseat idea is to 
form a stronger Ministry before Parliament meets. 
Will that Bucceed P I bave no idea but, in any 
case, ìt would be better to throw the whole 
responsibility on to the present Deputies. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi, Have you read 
my Oursf* 



CCCX. 

Paris, October 9, 1869. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

Poor Libri has crossed the Acheron. 
Here, nearly everybody believes that he it was 
who sent Vraia-Lucas to M. Chasles, by way of 
revenging himself upon him. I do not believe a 
word of it. The aforesaid Vrain-Lucas denies 
that he sold autographs to M. Chasles. Accord« 
ing to bis tale, he sold copies, whioh were fac- 
similes. "An autograph of Molière," he said, 
" merely bis signature on a receipt, fetches more 
than a thousand francs. I sold him for less than 

• Mow ioolnded in the Ihrniirei NouvelUi nnder the title of Lokis, 



LETTBBS OV PBOSPEB MÉRIMÉfi. 335 

two thousand franca twenty exact copies of lettera 
of Molière." I do not think this defence will 
obyiate bis being sent to makes shoes in some 
prison or other. 

The Great Republican Demonstration, an- 
nounced to take place on the 26th, will not come 
off. The chiefs have turned tail. That doesnot 
prevent the situation being anything but brilliant. 
The Ministry is weak, and nobody can be found 
to reinforce ìt. On the other hand, the ndddle 
classes are beg^nning to show signs of alarm. 

The goings on in Spain afford food for refleo- 
tion. Madame do Montijo sends me the most dis- 
tressing accounts. Spain is at the present mo- 
ment divided into three zones, running from east 
to west. Ist. Catalana and Galicia, Bepublican 
system ; devoted to burning churches, archives, 
and castles. 2nd. Madrid and the centre, Parlia- 
mentary system ; stupid but not vicious, and, 
after ali, toierable. 3rd. Andalucia; Socialism 
and Communism. Ali landowners are ruined. 
The peasants gather in the harvest from the land 
belonging to the rich, and occasionally compel 
them to buy this harvest. These proceedings are 
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acoompanìed by assassination, theft, and outrage» 
crìmes indigenous io so warm a country. 

The Comte de B., havìng been inquisitive 
enough to open a casket belonging to bis wìfe, 
was surprìsed to find therein several masculine 
effusions in four different handwritings, unsigned 
but ali alike using the second person singular. 
He took possession of the handwriting with 
which he was most f amìliar, or, as some say, the 
most recent in point of date, and identified it with 
that of a very young man, M. de X., whom he 
most unmistakably ran through the body ; he 
then displayed himself at the Opera with bis wife, 
magna comitante caterva. 



CCCXL 

Cannes, October 28, 1869. 
My Deab FANizzr, 

I insisted on the Maids of Honour to 
the Empress, as well as ber two nieces, taking the 
most awful oath to write to me from every port into 
which tbe Imperiai yacht might put; but, up to 
the present lime, I bave only had a letter from 
Venice. It was full of notes of admiration. 
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The serenades, the excursions in a gondola, the 
ices, and the enthusiasm of the public have made 
a great impression upon ali the fair travellers. 
Madame de Nadaillac is, I believe, the onlj one 
of them who has paid the slightest attention to 
Titian and Paul Veronese. 

I am awaiting news from Constantinople with 
much curiosity, especially with regard to the two 
Turkish girls who have been presented to her 
Majesty. It seems that they speak French very 
well, but I am curious to know if they think in 
Turkish and translate it literally. Besides, the 
ladies of Constantinople who have seen Carag- 
heuz in their harems ever since they were infants, 
talk about ali sorts of mysterious subjects with 
perfeot freedom. I fancy our Maids of Honour 
?nll find plenty of nice things to learn. 

The 26th passed over very quietly. The 
chassepots were ali ready, but not displayed. The 
public seemed inclined to ridicule the Republic. 
They would not listen to an old woman and a 
lunatic, called Cagne, who proposed to cut every- 
body*s coms, beginning with the Gorps Législatif^ 

VOL. IL Z 
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and, moreover, as a measure of economj, to eat ali 
who die from the operation. 

It seems to me tbat a verj dangerous experi- 
ment is under trial now. The nation is being 
presented with an amount of liberty which it 
has ne ver jet possessed, and id ezpected to refrain 
from ezoesses. It is rather like the clever idea of 
a master, who, in order to cure his pupil of 
drinking, made him drunk everj day. It may 
succeed, but granting the anima stupida on which 
ezperience is based, there is every reason to fear 
both f or the patient and the doctor, especially f or 
the lattor. 

Qood-bye, my dear Panizzi. Take care of 
yourself , and do not spend the winter in Scotland. 
As for the pains in your wrist which prevent your 
wrìting, this kind of rheumatism is called by the 
best authors plgntia prava. Above ali things, 
take care of yourself. 
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COOXII. 
Cannes, November 7, 1869. 

Mi Deab Don Antonio, 

I bave declined to dine this evening 
with the Princess Royal of Prussia, to wbom I 
sent a bouquet this morning. That wiii show jou 
that I am really ili. If I were well enough to go 
f rom castle to castle, eating pheasants and grouse, 
I should not try to move people to pitjr my fate 
under the pretext that I had rheumatism in mj 
right hand. The gist of the matter is that I 
suffer as soon as ever I bave eaten, and that I am 
not worth a rap. 

I dined three days ago at Maure's with Thiers. 
He is very much changed and very much aged, 
but he is beginning to show signs of returning to 
the fold. Very soon there will only be two parties : 
the one consisting of those people who bave 
breeches and want to keep them; the other, of 
those who bave no breeches of their own and want 
to get hold of other people's. I think, with you, 
that the ckassepot and the Socialists will come to 
blows. The main point is to know whether the 
ckassepot will be ready for use. That weapon, you 
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must know, deprived of its appurtenances, its cari- 
ridges, its needle, &c., &c., is decidedly inferior 
to a stick. Cowardice prevails on botb sides. 
Mj impressioD is that the ezcesses of the ^' Beds " 
bave begun to alarm the middle classes. If at 
this moment disturbances were to break out^ tbey 
(the middle classes) would be on the side of the 
chdssepot. 



CCCXIII. 

Cannes, December 4, 1869. 
Mt Deab Fanizzi, 

I suppose you are back in London and 
enjoying the delights of home, whose cbarms are 
always more readily perceived after a long absence. 
How are the fogs treating you ? That is the ques- 
tion. Here, neither the sun nor the fine weather 
does me any good. I go from bad to worse» 
growing weaker and weaker every day, My 
doctors waste their Latin over my case. They 
teli me that, if I eat, I shall be better ; but I do 
not eat because I am not well. That is the vicious 
circle in which I ara. The gist of the wbole 
matter is that my old carcase is nearing its end. 
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I must bear it as best I may. Besides, the 
world is not going on so wonderf uUjr well that one 
need regret it very much. 

The Government and the Opposition might be 
vieing with each other in the matter of olumsiness 
and stupidity. The great evil is the absence of 
a man. Orators, on the contrary, abound. My 
letters from Paris say that the Emperor is dis- 
playing much calmness, and even cheerfulness. 
One needs to haye had a goodly supply in the 
first instance to have any left now. 

The Irish have sòon taken a lesson from our 
" Reds," but I do not think that Mr. O'Donovan 
Rossa will be treated by the Government as Roch- 
fort was bere. What I want to know is this — is 
the very threatening attitude of the populace 
throughout Europe a proof of its strength, or is it 
due to the leniency with which ali attempted 
violence is treated now-a-days ? In ali probability 
there is any amount of cowardice, both on the 
part of the rabbie and the Government. 

Mr. Gladstone is having hard work to find 
Peers. Why did Edward EUice deoline ? Because 
bis father . ref used in days gone by ? The same 
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motives, possibly, did not actuate him, I am told 
that Mr. Grote also declined. It Ì8 a sigu of the 
times and of the immense progreas which 
democracj has made on the classio ground of the 
aristocracy. 

Good-bje, my dear Panizri. The Ours I 
mentioned to you is the hero of a work which I 
read to you at Montpellier, but I suspect you were 
fast asleep the whole timo. 



CCCXIV. 

Cannes, December 26, 1869. 
Mt Dbae Panizzi, 

As I cannot eat, I am yery weak, but 
not nearly so weak as 1 ought logically to be. The 
truth is that the animai is fading away, and, if he 
were less tough, he would have handed in his 
resignation long ago. I often think of that 
moment, and I ask myself if it will be very dis- 
tressing, if ideas will present themselves unlike 
those one holds in health; in a word, if it is 
yery hard to die. You will teli me that there are 
deaths and deatbs, and that it is a lottery in whicli 
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one gains and another loses. The difficulty is to 
hit upon a good number. 

A certain Prussian has invented a drug called 
chloral, which is spoken of as being a marvel. It 
will make you sleep through ali the sufferings 
imaginable. Doctor H. tried it here the other 
day upon poor Munro, but he applìed the remedy 
improperly, and caused a kind of volcano in the 
arm into which he had injected the chloral afore- 
said. I hope that before the time comes for me 
to make use of it a better experience will bave 
been.gained as to the mode of applying it. 

I bave some rather interesting news f rom Rome. 
The Opposition is composed of German bishops, 
with a few French and Spanish. The most out- 
rageous are the American bishops — the Yankees, 
I mean — and after them the English. My corres- 
pondent, whom I believe to be well-informed, 
says that the infallibility of the Pope and ali 
facetice ejusdem farince are sure to be passed. 
Things in the Council will resemble the Corso 
during the Ripresa de Barberi. Wom-out screws 
that can hardly raise a trot, take to galloping like 
f ury by dint of emulation. In the same way the 
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seven hundred bisbops are ready to face death 
itself I incited thereto by the contagion of example. 
Besides the bisbops, tbere are a great many {ools 
who firmly belìeve tbat the Couocìl can put an end 
to the general uneasiness and cure ali the ills of 
society. These fools help in no smeli degree to 
turn the beads of the mitred fools, as well as that 
of the respectable Father who wears three crowns, 
and whose chief endeavour is to assure the happi- 
ness of the human race. Some great blunder will 
probably be the outcome of ali this. Is a scbism 
possible in these days ? I do not think so ; but 
great difficulties will arise in the bosom of many 
familieSy on account of the women being so dread* 
fuUy afraid of being excommunicated. The 
chances are very much in favour of ali the Catholic 
Oovernments siding against the Pope. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I write about the 
Council because politics horrify me. We aregoing 
to the de vii as fast as we can. 
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cccxv. 

Cannes, January 6, 1870. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

I wish you a happy New Year, to be 
foUowed by many others. I am in a bad way. 
Nothìng relieves me ; I do not eat anything and 
I bave an extraordinary distaste for ali kinds of 
nourishment. A bad symptom. It would not 
matter if I did not suffer, but my days are full of 
pain ànd my nights even worse. How can one 
help it ? It is a tedious voyage towards a country 
which, after ali, is not so very agreeable. 

I think you make a mistake in abusing the 
Jesuits. JSTot that I wish to defend them, but 
they are not the worst araong the Fathers of the 
Council. Fanaticism has not al way s been char- 
acteristic of the Jesuits. Quitethe contrary. They 
endeavour to live on good terras with the world, 
and they bave, or Aarf, senso enough not to row 
against the stream. They know how to con Form 
themselves to times and customs. In these days, 
and particularly in the Council, there is a majority 
of fanatical fools. The German bishops and our 
owa are, I believe, either Jesuits or sympathizers 
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with them ; nevertboless, thoy are altogether op- 
posed to the infallibility and other prepotenze of 
the fanatical bishops. The majority is composed 
of bishops in partibus, creatures of the Pope, or 
ItaliaD, Spanish, and American bishops, ali of them 
more or less irritated against their own Govem- 
ments. They are, as it were, emigrés who only 
care about wreaking their own particular ven- 
geance, and are not sufficiently enlightened to know 
how to set about it. The upshot of the infalli- 
bility and the manifesto against the politicai laws 
of constitutìonal countries — an upshot which, in 
my opinion, is very likely to come to pass — will 
be the separation of the Church f rom the State. 
In that case, the aristocratic abhé will make 
plenty of money, and the village priest will starve. 
It will, also, very probably be necessary to in- 
crease the police and the gendarmerie. 

The new Ministry appears to be causing great 
rejoicing. The f unds have gone up two franca. 
So much the better! One third of the new 
Ministry are Orleanists, anotber third Re- 
publicans, but I see no business men among them. 
Even their eloquence seems to me to be prob« 
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lematical. Tbey are goìng to have Thiers as 
their mentor, and at first wiU only bave to fight 
the ìrreconcilables. I fancy that in a short time 
they will succeed in rendering administration im- 
possible, and the result will be a crisis very 
favourable to Socialisra. There you have my 
prediotions ! Pray that they may not be ful- 
filled ! 



CCCXVI. 

Cannes, January 16, 1870. 

My Dbab SiB Anthony, 

Fructus Belili le fruii des Belles^ ao* 
cording to the version of a gouty individuai whose 
sufferings were on a par with your own. Tour 
painless want of sleep makes me envious. Mine 
is very painf ul, but do not let us talk about our 
ills. Let US do our best to bear up against them, 
and let us hope that, through the intercession of 
our Saints, we may emerge from the whole busi- 
ness without an ezcess of suffering. 

Do you know this Prince Pierre Bonaparte ? 
He is a thoroughly unique misture of the Roman 
Prince and the Corsican, a very good fello w but 



348 LKTTERS OF PBOSPEB MÌRIHÉE. 

destitute of brains. A few years ago, during the 
very cold weather, when ali the roads were 
covered with snow, his valet was seized wìth 
cholera. The Prince jamped od a bare-backed 
borse and rode off in searcb of a doctor ; at the 
first tum in the road his borse fell with him and 
broke his leg. Tbere you bave the man. A glanoe 
at the two depositions will saffico to inake you 
believe his, although the other man begins by say- 
ing that he has never told a lie. If Prince Pierre 
were judged as a simple citizen by a jury of pettj 
tradesmen, the verdict undoubtedly would be, 
served him right. But now-a-days, Princes are 
without the pale of the law, and I doubt his 
coming across judges courageous enough to acquit 
him. 

I bave put the question which you suggcst 
à propos of tbis matter to myself, and this is what I 
bave done. I bave written to the Princesse 
Mathilde and to a certain member of the Empress's 
bousebold, who will probably show ber my lettor, 
I think you might write to Pietri, the Emperor's 
Secretary, and teli him what decent people in 
England think about the whole affair. He will 
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not fall to communicate your letter to the 
Emperor, who, I feel sure, will bo pleased to see 
it. At present one may be polite to crowned 
heads without running the risk of being thought 
a toady. In a very short timo, evea that will re- 
quire a considerable amount of courage. 

Is it not absurd to ask anybody living in London 
for a classical quotation P But there is not a single 
book here or for twenty leagues round about. It 
is a simple question of getting hold of the passage 
in the Electra, where ^gisthus says that he has 
been inf ormed that Orestes has been killed by a 
fall from his chariot. He died from an equestrian 
shipwreck cWcicoìs vavifCoK:. I want the entire 
passage. I imagine that the first person you meet 
in the British Museum will find it for you. Excuse 
my giving you this trouble; there is no hurry 
about it. 



CCCXVII. 

Cannes, February 3, 1870. 
My Dear Panizzj, 

Thanks for your letter and your Greek 
quotation, wbich is just what I wanted. Have 
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you not been astonished to find that concetti haye 
been common ever since tbe timo of Sopbocles ? 
^gistbus says tbat Orestes sufFered an equestrian 
shipvyrech because he broke bis neck througb 
tumbling out of a cbariot. There is notbing new 
under tbe sun. 

I bave no satìsfactorj news for you about my 
bealtb. Wbat a sorry inveation that human 
machine of ours is I It dies by incbes instead of 
disappearing like a broken soap-bubble. 

I do not know if you bave followed tbe debates 
in tbe Corpa Législatif. If a Parliamentary 
Government was ever made for the good of a 
natiou,ours is assuredly not tbat nation. After 
twenty-four years' experience we are no more 
leamed in it ; in fact, we positively hate it. Tbe 
innate feeling of every Frencbman is against bis 
takinganinitiative of any sort, but at tbe sametime 
it impels him to criticize ali tliatgoesonaround bim. 
He believes everything that is gratifying to bis 
vanity and disowns everything that rubs bim tbe 
wrong way. Have you ever seen anytbing more 
melancholy than tbis debate on the Treaty of Com* 
merce, in which everybody wants to bave bis say ; 
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everybody cites some petty fact whicb he has not 
taken the trouble to verify, and nobody is capable 
of looking at tbings calmly and dispassionately ? 

Beports says that the Emperor has maintained 
bis wonted caimness, and that bis new Ministers 
are deligbted with him. If tbings would only go 
on thus smootbly for a short time, it is qùite pos- 
sible that, as was the case in 1849, a profound 
distaste for the Farliamentary system may succeed 
the ultra- Liberal fé ver wbich is raging now. But 
therein lies another danger ; perhaps before tbat 
happens, the "Reds'* will be guilty of some 
stupendous foUy. If they can only leam to wait, 
Farliamentary anarchy will in a few years band a 
defenceless society over to their tender mercies. 

A day or two ago I met Bixio's brother bere, 
and be seemed to me to be more reasonable than 
I anticipated. He says that as long as Franco is 
quiet, Italy will be so too, but that if tbere sbould 
be a revolution bere, it would cross the Alps at 
once and do irretrievable barra. He says, besides, 
tbat no attention is paid to the Council outside 
Home, and that nobody believes that the infalli- 
bility of the Fope will be seriously proposed. 



352 LETTEBS OF PB08PEB UÉBIUÉB. 

Pantaleoni, who also carne to see me, is yeiy 
nearly of the same opinion. My confrère^ Dupan- 
loup, appears now and then to bave an idea of tarn- 
ing Protestant. 

The daughter of the Duke of Hamilton, who 
married the Prince de Monaco and is enceinte^ has 
left her husband and gene to Nice. On the other 
hand, the people of Monaco threaten to reyolt. 
Import duties have been abolished, but the only 
eif ect of that has been to increase their appetite. 
Their present demands are that the authorities of 
the gaming-tables shall not employ as croupters 
any but citizens of Monaco ; that as little as fortj 
80113 may be staked at trente'Bt'quarante^ and, 
lastly, that an iron bridge shall be built. Oignez 
vilain, vilain vous poiiict 



CCCXVIII. 

Cannes, February 27, 1870. 
My Dkar Sib Anthony, 

The present proceedings in Paris are 
not calculated to contributo to the happiness 
of those people who are blessed with nerves. 
What a sorry sight the Corps Législatif presenta 
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at tfais moment ! Nobody to transact business, 
everybody wantìng to speak, the Ministry devoid 
of politicai ideas, the Chamber destitute of expe- 
rience, the majority divided — that is the sum 
total of the situation. 

In this infornai country pepple are always 
parading grand principles and making no end of 
fuss about them without bothering their heads to 
any great extent as to how they are to be put in 
practice. One of the Ministers, a man with 
plenty of common senso, M. Chevandier de Yal« 
dròmo, says that the Cabinet does not wish to 
influence the elections, but that it reserves to 
itself the right of pointing out to the electors 
which candidates it looks upon as friends, and 
which as enemies. That is practical, and is dono 
in England as well as in America. But nothing 
except grand theories will go down with us. 
M. OUivier steps forward to contradict his 
colleagueand declares that he wiil bave nothing to 
do with the elections. Hence the divided state 
of the majority and the increase of pretension on 
the part of the Left. Where will it stop ? 

Do you remember that Doctor , who lived 

YOL. n. A A 
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at the Hotel Ghauvain and gave me a consultation 
at your house last year ? He ordered me some pills, 
which did me much good. Mj stock being ex- 
hausted, I was anxious to gei some more, and I 
wrote to the chemist. The laiter asked for a 

prescription from Doctor , who refuses to 

give me one. I do not know what he bas against 
me. He would not take money ; perhaps he ex- 
pected a present, but in that case, why did he not 
say so P Since the time of M. Purgon^ I have 
never set eyes on such a fool of a doctor. 



CCCXIX. 

Cannes, March 5, 1870, 
Mt Dkae Don Antonio, 

The winter, which even here bas been 
very severe, bas done me much barm. It is a 
great pity tbat Egypt is so far away. It seems 
that ore bas to reach the second cataract before 
paying gcod-bye to winter, and cold is decidedly 
the greatest of ali evils. Dante was quite riglit 
wben he placed baths of ice in beli for the use of 
the damned I 
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So Garibaldi is coming out as a writer of books. 
It would seem as if people invariably turned 
authors when there is nothing else they can do. 
Althongh I do not expect a masterpiece, I shall 
certainly read it. 

A person whom I bave every reason to believe 
well-informed tells me that tbe Eraperor is in 
perfect accord with bis Ministers. He makes no 
complaint about tbe situation in wbicb be bas 
beenplaced, and beintends to be strìctly constitu- 
tional. Tbe Ministers, wbo, on tbeir first intro- 
duction, were strongly prejudiced against bim, 
are now deligbted witb bis straigbtforwardness 
and bis manner of doing tbings. Will tbis last 
any lengtb of time ? I bave no idea, but it is a 
dangerous experiment to band over full power to 
people wbo are not practical, and wbo, above ali 
tbings, seek for popularity. I bave never yet 
seen in any bistory an instance of the cbaracter 
of a nation baving been cbanged by its institu- 
tions, more especially wben concessions wbicb 
ougbt to be graduai are granted ali at once. We are 
somewbat frisky borses to harness. There is every 
reason to fear that we shall upset tbe State coa^^b^ 
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and take the same opportunitj of breaking our 
own necks. 

Apropos of the Councily I think the decision 
not to have anjthing to do with ita vagarìes ìs 
the most reasonable that could have been adopted. 
It stili seems very doubtf ul whether the Jesuits 
will succeed in going to the extremes at which 
they are aiming ; but what appears to me to be 
certain is that, if thej should succeed, the ruin of 
Catholicism will result. The majority of our 
bishops are already half Protestants, so I am 
told, and their conversion is due to the Society of 
Jesus, which has lost the tact that formerly dia- 
tinguished it. In openly breaking with modem 
civilization it loses the greater portion of ita 
power. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I have a very 
good bust of Mr. Glad stono here, which orna- 
ments my drawing-room and is decked by th.e 
ladies with anemones and mimosa blossoms» for 
ali the world like the statue of a little saint. 



LETT£RS OF PBOSPEB HÉBIMÉB. 357 

ocoxx. 

Cannes, March 20, 1870. 

My D£ab Don Antonio, 

I am stili very poorlj, in spite of 
the magnificent weather. To me my case seems 
hopeless. 

A few days ago I received a very kind letter 
from our hostess of Biarritz. She asks my 
advioe about a novel by Madame Sand,* in which 
she appears in a very bad light. Madame Sand 
bas on several occasions had recourse to ber, and 
has received favours at berhands. She wanted 
somebody to ask the author to declare that the 
allusion was not to ber. You will divine the 
advìce I gave ber — de minimts non curat prcetor. 

What do you tbink of the repetition of Eteocles 
and Polynices which was given at Madrid the 
otber day ? A fatality hangs over the Bourbon 
race. I bad a sufficient experience of Don 
Enrique at Biarritz. He was stupid enougb 
certainly, but I never tbought he would bave met 
his end after that fashion, especially at the bands 
of a man wbo does not enjoy a reputation for 

* Màlgrétaut. 
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liking the sports of Mars. I do noi know if 
the affair will have an injurìous effect on the pre- 
tensions of the Duo de Montpensìer. Thej were 
oompromised enough as it was. He has the 
doublé fault of being a Frenchman and fond of 
itionejy like his father. He spenda plentjy but 
in the midst of his liberality, he has fìts of 
economy which spoil ali and make the money he 
has spent of no account. The great men of Spaio 
have ali received money from him, but not 
enough. On the score of corruption he sbould 
Bot have anything to repent of. 

I receive very contradictory news from Paris 
about the Councìl. It appears that M. Darà, who 
is a good Catholic, after the fashion of Montalem- 
bert and Dupanloup, has evinced a desire to send 
an Ambassador to the Council, and that without 
Consulting his colleagues, who, for the most part, 
are of the contrary opinion. It is palpable that 
the presence of a French Ambassador will not 
chauge the will of the Holy Spirit who inspires 
the Fathers of the Council. He would not obtain 
any conccssion from that obstinate set, and the 
only^result would be to make it very plain that 
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we dìd not enter into tbeir calculatioDs. Although 
many of the newspapers say tbat it will be so, I 
do not believe tbat an Amba^sador will bo sent te 
Rome. Strong representations bave undoubtedlj 
been made, but, as jou may well understand, 
witbout effect. I am at a loss to see wbat we 
bave to do witb tbe iafallibility. As for tbe 
Syllabus, it is a direct attack upon our iastitu- 
tions, and, if it is decreed, tbe Government will 
forbid its publication. 

And now, wbat will tbe Gorps Législatif do ? 
Will it recali tbe division frona Civita- Veccbia ? 
Tbat is stili doubtful, for it is said tbat tbe 
Catbolics bave a majority in tbe Obamber. Wbat 
will tbe Italian Government do ? Notbing good 
can come out tbence. Garibaldi is reported to be 
engaged exclusively in writing novels. 



CCOXXI. 

Cannes, Marcb 30, 1870. 
Mi Dear Don Antonio, 

I received your lettor witb great 
pleasure. I see by it tbat you are spending your 
lime pleasantly enougb, tbat you are in good 
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companji and that your dinners are appreciated 
as of yore. You are stili alive. As for me, I am 
as ili as I can be. I try ali sorta of remedies, 
and none succeed. I bave scarcely strength to 
read ; more than that, very frequently I do not 
understand the page which is before me, and my 
thoughts, very sadly occupied, are a thousand 
leagues away. Tbe singular feature in my condi- 
tion is tbe aversion to ali nourishment which 
takes possession of me towards sunset. If I 
attempt to eat, my throat closes and I am unable 
to swallow. In the moming I manage to eat a 
little, but only by dint of a severe moral effort. 
Tou will not be surprised to bear that in conse- 
quence of this regimen I am very weak indeed. 
I think I ha ve perf ormed an eztraordinary f eat of 
strength, if I walk as far as the Grand Hotel. 
This state of things will last, I suppose, until it 
can last no longer. Among the few r^rets I 
bave in leaving this world, one of the greatest is 
lest I sbould not shake hands with you. 

We are having rather disagreeable weather; 
not an atom of sun, and occasionally toc much 
wind ; but it is snowing at Paris^ it is snowing at 
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Pau, and the winter does not «seem inclined to 
depart. In anj case, the weather is better here 
than it is in the north. 

At the sale of the library of Saint-Beuve a 
Yolume of Chateaubriand was sold, covered with 
notes and addenda in bis own handwriting, ali 
verj irreligious. It seems tbat the book was 
bought in by bis family, but not witbout a pro- 
test, seeing that it was knocked down for tbree 
thousand some hundred francs. I fear it will be 
destroyed, which would be a pity. If I had 
tbougbt about it, I would bave written on the 
subject to the Britisb Musèum. Whether it 
would bave been willing to give tbree tbousand 
francs for any lucubration by Chateaubriand is 
quite another question, 

Wben does the Comtesse Téléki return? I 
fancy she will speedily bave had enough of the 
sun, the mummies, and tbe monks tn naturalibus. 
Do you know whether my lettor to M. Manette 
has served any usef ul purpose ? 
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CCCXXII. 

Cannes, Aprii 20, 1870. 

My De ab SiB Anthony, 

Our poor friend, Madame de , is 

dead. She went mad a month or so ago. Her 
ìnsanitj was ushered in by a rather ludicrons 
scene. She tbrew ber arms round the Emperor's 
neck and asked biin io make her happy, hic et nunc. 
It was with great difficulty that he was tom from 
her arms. During my last sojourn with her at 
Biarritz she gave me reason to suppose that sbe 
was a little male tectce mentis^ but that passed over ; 
and last year, at Saint-Cloud, I found ber sensible 
enougb. 

Talking of lunatics, I bave just bad a letter 
from my cousin, whose head is completely gone. 
I was in hopes she would leave her Paris house 
and betake berself to tlie country, but it appears 
that sbe will not stir. It will be a great nuisance 
for me when I go back to Paris if, indeed, I do 
go back. 

Yesterday I bad a letter from Madame de Mon- 
tijo, who asks after you. She is sufFering from an 
obstinate cold, and, contrary to her custom, sbe 
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is not yet installed in lier country house. Nothing, 
she says^ can givo any idea of the mess Spain is 
in, and there is not a single man to take the lielm. 
Robbery is prevalenteverywhere ; the most extra- 
ordinary thingbeing that there should beanything 
left to steal. 

Qood-bye, ray dear Panizzi. I am very sorry I 
was not able to be in Paris for the debate on the 
8enatuS'Consultum ; now that it is over I see no 
use in hurrying myself. I shall not start until 
my health is sufficiently established to prevent ali 
f ear of a third relapse. 



CCCXXIII. 

Cannes, May 4, 1870. 
My Deab Sie Anthony, 

What do you think of the goings on 
here P The Republicans do not wish to keep the 
cat in the bag, but are giving us a foretaste of 
their method of government. The sorry part of 
the business is that these abominations neither ex-* 
cite surprise nor horror. The moral sense of this 
country seems to be entirely perverted. The 
abolition of capital punishment is demanded by 
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people who bave assassins as their politicai allies. 
Ledru-Bollin, who had retumed to Paris, left 
Buddenly for London on the ève of the discovery 
of the plorate of potassium bombs. 

The Emperor, the same day, advised General 
Froissard to stop the Prince Imperiai going oat. 
The General asked him if any plot was on foot 
against the Prince. " No," replied the Emperor, 
with the unmoved countenance you know so well, 
" the bombs are intended for me, but a mistake 
might be made about the carriage." 

Good-bye, my dear Sir Anthony. T trust that 
next week we may stili belong to the world. 



CCCXXIV. 

Cannes, May 21, 1870. 
My Dbab Panizzi, 

I shall find annoyances enough and to 
spare on my return to Paris. I told you about 
my cousìd's state of health. She gets worse every 
day, and I am afraid of some accident happening. 
Her relations, whom she cannot bear, but who, 
nevertheless, are her heirs, bave commenced pro- 
ceedings to place her under legai guardianship. 
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I hope the poor womaD will not be shut up, as 
that would in ali probability kill ber. As regarda 
the estate, I carne to a resolution long ago on that 
subject, and I bave never regretted it. 

Another worry, equally great and one which 
you will appreciate, awaits me. I must change 
my roomSy and find some not quite so high up. 
Where one has books and a mass of old rubbish 
to which one is attached there is nothing more 
painful than having to move. 

The plebiscite is over, thank God, but the situa- 
tion is not much better. M. Emile OUivier is 
convinced that he is the greatest statesman of the 
age, and that he can do anything. He reminds 
me of Lamartine in 1848, who also thought him- 
self master of the situation. In the meanwhile 
conspiracies pursue the tener of their way, and 
the International Working Men*s Society gives 
them a European character. Our workmen, for- 
tunately, bave not yet learnt from the Trades 
Unions how to blow up their masters' houses, but 
that will come ali in due time. It is positively 
melancholy to see the support which is given by 
so-called honourable men to the levellers in every 
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country. There are not many degrees, believe me, 
between these theoretical Liberals and the assas- 
sins who kill and murder in the name of liberal 
ìdeas. Wbat is ali this I bear about an affair with 
the red shirts in Italy P 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. Du Sommerard 
tells me that he found you well, except that you 
wouid not go in for a running match. 



CCCXXV. 

Cannes, May 29, 1870. 

Mt Dkak Panizzi, 

I bave just received your lettor, and 
I regret extremely to bear of the death of Com- 
tesse Téléki. I only knew her slightly, but she 
was one of those people whom one does not forget. 
What was sho doing at Damas ? In her state of 
health it waa imprudent enough to venture iuto 
Egypt. But to run the risk of fever in Syria, to 
say nothing of the certainty of unwonted fatigue, 
was the act of a lunatic. I sympathize with you 
from tho bottom of my heart on the loss of so 
good a friend. Such tlnngs are not easily replaced. 

1 leave to-morrow for Marseilles, where I shall 
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stay tbe night. I purpose leaving for Paris in the 
af ternoon of the foUowing day, and I shall arrive 
at mj destination at 8.30 a.m. Beyond that I 
bave no plans, and, with my health, it would be 
absurd to form any. The Empress bas written to 
Bay that she wisbes me to stay witb ber at Saint- 
Cloud for a few days, but I doubt if I sball be in 
a fit state. 

Poor Madame de Montebello, if she is not dead 
by tbis time, is beyond ali bope of recovery. 
. Doctor Maure, wbo desires to be remembered 
to you, was to bave left for Paris with me, but tbe 
elections for tbe Conseil General are about to take 
place, and be will be engaged in canvassing bere 
until the middle of June. 

Altbóugh my experience bas been such as to 
warrant me in not believing in doctors, I am stili 
disposed to tbink well of those wbo bave not pre- 
scribed for me. Chepmell bas been mentioned to 
me as a clever man, and tbe idea of consulting bim 
bas occurred to me. I tbink that, if you were to 
write to bim, be would give me an appointment 
without any delay, and that would be a great 
advantage. Tou might teli bim that I had no small 



«• 
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share in securing his medicai footing in Paris, and 
tliat he ought to cure me for my trouble. 

My lettera have tired me dreadfully, but I could 
not belp writing to teli you bow I sympatbize with 
you in the loss of the poor Countess Téléki. 



CCCXXVI. 

Paris, June 7, 1870. 

Mt Deab Pànizzi, 

Tbanks for your photographs. I can 
quite see that a mistake bas been made. The 
majority of the people to whom I sbowed them 
were deceived by them. But is it true that these 
gentlemen belong to the world of society ? 

I breakfasted on Sunday with the Emperorand 
Empress ; both were very well, and the Emperor 
is much stouter and in capital spirits. The Prince 
Imperiai bas grown slightly, and is improved in 
appearance. He bas changed bis style of dress, and 
wears the uniform of the Infantry of the Line, 
which suits bim very well. Tbe Empress brought 
a largo monkey back with ber from Egypt, and it 
bas become a great favourite. It sits on the 
Emperor*s back, puUs his moustaches, and eats 
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out of bis piate. It is the very image of the 
monkeys you see on the Bgyptian monumeiits. 

I am stili very ili. By way of leaving no stoae 
unturned, I am anxious to consult Chepmell, so 
will you kindly write to him. If he will name his 
own day and hour I will go to his house ; but if 
he prefers to come to me I shall like it stili better. 
The great thing is to know when he will come. I 
never go out, except to the Senate ; and in a few 
days I propose giving the compressed air-baths 
another trial. I need not teli you that I shall be 
ready for M. Chepmell at any hour he likes to 
name, if he will only give me notioe. You say 
that his fee is twenty francs, but that seems very 
little for a consultation. Would it not be better 
to give bim forty francs ? 

The poor Comtesse de Montebello died this 
moming, after long and painf ul suffering. 

At Saint-Beuve's sale I bought the letters of 
Horace Walpole, which amuse me greatly. I am 
Borry that the passages marked in pencil, which 
were shown to us on the occasion of our visit to 
Strawberry Hill, bave not been inserted as foot 
notes. He was more a Erenchman than an Eng- 

YOL. n. B B 
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lishman, I think ; but, in every way, a very taking 
man, and free from modem prejudices. How 
far back does Biblical despotism in English society 
go? 

Doctor Maure will be bere in a week's time. 
His election for the Conseil General ìb certain,but 
be Ì8 very glad to ^* make it sicker," as tbe great 
ancestor of the Empress used to say. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I gave your mes- 
BB,ge yesterday, when a desire was expressed that 
you would come and spend a few days bere. I 
replied that you had become very lazy. How does 
electricity suit you ? Take care of your health and 
stick to cold drìnks. 



COCXXVII. 

Paris, July 7, 1870. 
My Deab Panizzi, 

Our warlike nation does not relisb t\xe 
idea of a war. You will bave read of tbe panie 
which took place on the Bourse yesterday in con- 
sequence of the statement of M. de Gramont I I 
cannot understand even tbe possibility of war un- 
less, for some reason unknown to me, M. de His- 



*- 
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mark is absolutely desirous of it. By simply 
leaving the field free for the Carlists and Alfon- 
sistsy he would light up a civil war in Spaia, and, 
if we were to play our cards moderately well, I 
think it would be possible to detach the Basque 
Provinces from the rest of the Peninsula, and 
create a small independent state under our protec- 
tion. I think it probable, however, that the affair 
wìU come to nothing, by means of the intervention 
of ali the Powers. The part played by our 
Opposition is as bad as it can be. 

I am so utterly wom out that I am actually 
tired with writing these few lines to you. Miss 
Lagden and Mrs. Ewer send tbeir kind regards. 
You can bave no idea of their kindness. They 
watch over me by day and night. 



CCCXXVIII. 

Paris, July 17, 1870. 
My Dbar Panizzi, 

I do not like M. de Gramont's first 

'••^ speech any more than you do. The only excuse 

;*> for it was the bad humour caused by the Constant 

^^' recurrence of unfortunate erents. This Spanish 
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business, for instance, cominpf after the non- 
performance of the Treaty of Prague, the 
Boumanian afFair, tbat of Luxembourg, and the 
Swiss railways question. If I had been sum- 
moned to the Council, 1 should bave confined 
myself to proposìng a despatch couched in these 
terms : — " In the event of the Prince of Hohen- 
zoUem being elected, I shall allow Carlists and 
Alfonsists, guns, powder, and horses to - enter 
Spain/' 

Here, for the timo being, the war ìs very 
popular. There are any number of voluntary 
eniistments, and the soldiers march off in high 
spirita and full of confidence. It is asserted that 
we bave as complete a superiority in the matter 
of arms as the Prussians had in 1866. I fear the 
generals are not geniuses. The one in whom I 
bave most faith is Palikao, and I am glad to see 
that an important command has been given to 
him. 
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CCCXXIX. 

Paris, July 25, 1870- 

Mr Deab Panizzi, 

Everybody tells ' me that I am better, 
but I myself cannot see it. I bave verj bad 
nights, I am always coughing, and mj strength 
does not come back. The exceptional weatber 
we are having leaves my bronchial tubes alone. 
How will it be with them next winter ? I do not 
suppose I shall seo another. Among my sources 
of regret is that of departing without saying good- 
bye to you — I mean without passing a pleasant 
evening with you, and chatting de rebus omnibus 
et quibusdam aliis. 

We are in the midst of warlike enthusiasm 
bere. Within the last week there bave been 
five thousand voluntary enlistments. The garde 
mobile march off in high spirits, and young men 
who bave spent their lives in primrose kids, on 
the boulevards in the society of lorettes^ are to be 
seen, knapsack on back, wending their way to the 
railway station du Nord. Even the Carlists are 
enlisting or sending their sons to the ranks, proh 
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pudor ! IIoiTesco referens! The Papal Zouayes 
are leaving Rome for the banks of the Rhine. 

The anti-Frenoh enthusiasm in Northern Q-er- 
manj appears to be no less intense. In the 
South the same alacrity is not displayed. MohI, 
whom you know, I fancy — he is one of our great 
Orientalists, a Wurtemberger by birth and a 
Frenchraan by adoption — Mohl has just returned 
from Stuttgard, and is of opinion that ali this is 
hastening, by twenty years, the advent of a 
Republic in Germany ; he mìght easily add, and 
in Europe also. 

If, as I sincerely hope, we gain the day, do not 
labour under the impressione as some of the news- 
papers assert, that liberty will be the loser. She 
will become more exacting and more powerfuL 
On the other band, a defeat will plunge us into a 
Republic headlong ; in other words, into the most 
abominable and inextricable mess. 

I am not suro that even peace, which the Eng- 
lish Cabinet adopts as its first principio, will turn 
out to their advantage. England has lost her 
prestige in Europe. Some years ago she would 
haye prevented this war. By joining with Franco 
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she could bave divided America iato two rivai 
States f or aver and a day ; she could bave pre- 
vented the scandalous invasion of Denmark, and 
we might in ali probability bave been at peace 
to-day. 

You may accept tbe following aneodote as a 
fact : — Tbe Secretary wbo conveyed the declara* 
tion of war went to take leave of M. de Bismark, 
with wbom he bad been on very friendly terms. 
M. de Bismark said to bim, ^* It will be a souroe 
of livelong regret to me that I was not with the 
King at Ems wben M. Benedetti arrived there." 

People wbo ought to know say that hostilitiea 
will not commence for a fortnight. Our soldiers 
are brimful of confidence in tbe superiority of 
their weapons. They killed a Badener aerosa tbe 
river, whereas they say the enemy's buUets fell 
into tbe water. 



cocxxx. 

Paris, July 27, 1870. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

Is M. de Bismark or an editor of the 
Times tbe inventor of the treaty for the annexa- 
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tion of Belgium ? How is it that Mn Gladstone 
did Dot saj that he was unaware of how far the 
point might have bcen raised between Franco and 
Prussia after Sadowa, but that the diplomatista of 
both countries were not in the habit of commit- 
ting to papor their proposed dealings in connec- 
tion with the bear*8 skin, even though they 
wanted to sell it ? The Moniteur of this morning 
denies it in foto. 

The Emperor sets out to join the army at sìx 
o' clock to-morrow morning. The enthusiasm is 
stili intense. A hundred and fifteen thousand 
voluntary enlistments. Militarj men are very 
confidente but I am dreadfully afraid. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I have just sent 
five hundred francs in aid of the wounded, and I 
am ready to give a thousand to assist in killing 
the Prussians. 



CCCXXXI. 

Paris, August 11, 18 70* 

My Deae Panizzi, 

Accuse US of foUy, overwhelming self» 
oonfidence, cowardice ìf you like; we have 
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deserved ali these reproaches, but do not believe 
that 8ÌII7 nonsense about Belgium. Have you 
read General Turr's letter ? Bven admitting the 
existence of a desire to take possession of Bel- 
gium, wbo could have opposed it with the conni- 
vanoe of Prussia ? 

I saw the Empress the day before yesterday. 
She is as firm as a rock, although she makes no 
attempt to conceal the horror of her situation. 
I fuUy expect to bear of the Emperor's death, for 
he could only return bere as a conqueror, and 
victory is impossible. Nothing is in readiness ; 
everything is wanting ali at once. Disorder 
everywhere. If we had only generals and 
Ministers nothing would be lost, for there is 
assuredly plenty of enthusiasm and patriotism in 
the country. But, in a time of anarcby, the most 
favourable elements are of no use. Paris is quiet, 
but if, as Jules Pavre suggests, the faubourgs are 
supplied with arms, we shall have a Prussian army 
of another sort upon us. 

I am sufferiug from a fresh relapse in conse- 
quence of having been to the Senato yesterday 
and the day before, but I do not think it ia 
serious this tin[ie. 
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Good-bye, my dear friend. My heart is too 
full to let me write any more. Do not show my 
Iettar, I beg of you. 



COCXXXII. 

Paris, August 16, 1870. 
Mt Deab Fanizzi, 

Time passes with us in a sort of 
Bgony. We try to think of other things, but the 
same sad thoughts pursue us unceasingly. Military 
men, however, appear to entcrtain some hope 
stili, but disorder everywhere reigns supreme. 
At this moment there are two Qovernments which 
are far from helping each other. The patri otic 
movemeut is grand — there is no doubt about 
that; but I am very much afraid that it is 
devoid of intelligence. Even supposing ourarmy, 
under the present most unfavourable conditions, 
were to achieve some grand success — suppose it 
compelled the Frussians to recross the Rhine — 
our situation would stili be very serious. Or, 
assuming that peace, whcther honourable or dis- 
graceful, had been concluded, what Government 
could exist in the face of tbe stupendous national 
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insurrection, artned and wrought to the highest 
pitch of excitement ? We are, perforce, on the 
high road to a Bepublic, and what a Republic I 

I can oonceive of nothing more truly admirable 
than the hearing of the Empress at this juncture. 
She does not deceive herself in the least, but yet 
she maintains a reallj heroic composure, an effort 
for which, I feel su re, she will pay dearly. 

I am quite certain that the Emperor will meet 
death half way. He has taken the Prince Im- 
periai with hìm, undoubtedly because he thinks 
the army alone can protect him; but will the 
army remain devoted to him ? Every day some 
fresh stupidity of the last Grovemment is brought 
to light. Here, an absence of provisions ; there, 
no ammunition ; eyery where, complete illusion as 
to the numerical strength of the army. 

In the midst of the sad reflections which crowd 
upon US I reproach myselE sometimes for think- 
ing about myself. I do not know what particular 
form my ruin, amid so roany others, will take. 
The moment is unfortunate, but I shall in ali 
probability not have long to suffer, for my health 
grows worse every day. 
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CCCXXXIII. 
Paris, Sunday, August 21, 1870. 

Mt Dkab Panizzi, 

Finis GallicB ! We have brave soldiers 
but not a single general. It is 1866 over again. 

I can see nothing bere but disorder and stapi- 
dity. The Chambers, which are summoned to 
meet, will lend powerful aid to the Prussians. I 
think the Emperor is doing bis best to be killed. 
I ezpect to bear the Republic proclaimed within a 
week, and to see the Prussians within a fortnight. 
I envy those men, I assure you, wbo have fallen 
on the banks of the Bhine. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I wish you would 
teli me what people think in England, whether 
our misfortunes excite joy or pity. I have no 
strength to write more. 



COCXXXIV. 

Paris, August 22, 1870, Evening. 
My Dear Panizzi, 

I have seen our hostess of fìiarritz. 
She is admirable, and gives me the idea of a 
Saint. 
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Poor M. Tripet, whom you raet at Cannes, has 
a son in the regiment which suffered so severelj 
in the battle of the 16th ; he has not heard a word 
about him. 

Every day brings me news of some friend or 
other being either kilìed or wounded. A young 
sub-lieutenant, the son of one of my comrades, 
had one bullet in his helraet, another in his 
cuirasse, whilst a third struck the boss of his 
horse's breastplate. Both man and beastare per- 
fectly well. The reports say that suoh bloody 
battles were never seen. 

I am stili very ili, and I would not back myself 
in a race against you. 

Good-bye, my dear friend. Do your best to 
prevent Delane* writing such hateful articles 
against us. 



CCCXXXV. 

Paris, August 24, 1870. 
Mt Deab Panizzi, 

I am stili very ili, and the anxiety 

amidst which we have been livingfor the last month 

* Editor of the Times. 
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ìs not calculated to make me anj better. This 
war is horrible. Prightf ul details reacli us in oon- 
nectioQ with the recent engagements. These 
battles, ali of them very bloody, bave infused new 
bope into us. We are beginning to get accustomed 
to the idea of seeing the enemy before Paris, and 
military men do not besitate to saj that, once they 
get tbere, the chances are in our favour. They 
bave already a largo proportion of sick, and their 
best troops bave suffered enormous loss. 

Come what may, the country is in a sorry 
plight, and, as our friend of Biarritz says, the 
army whìoh M. de Bismark has in Paris is the 
most formidable of ali. 

There can be nothìng more melanoholy than 
being ili in such times as these. The conscious- 
ness of one's uselessness adds to ali the other 
torments which bave to be undergone. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. There is stili no 
news about M. Tripet's son. The whole family ìs 
in a state of utter despair. 
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CCCXXXVI. 

Paris, August 25, 1870. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

I am deeply sensible of your generous 
offers. I know what a good friend you are, and 
how trae to your word. I should indeed like to 
shake hands with you before I die, but, in my 
deplorable state of health, there is little likelihood 
of that. 

You are quite wrong in accusing our despatohes 
of lying. We have no despatches of any hind. Tt 
is a new system, which I understand as little as I 
did the old one. To judge from the Prussian 
despatches, their victories have to be discounted 
to a considerable extent ; and when they state 
that they took the positions oocupied by Marshal 
Bazaine, they naively add that they have asked 
for a truce to bury their dead. How carne it that 
their dead were on our ground? One thing ne ver 
varies, and that is the fearf al carnage on both 
sides. We expect to see the Prussians outside 
Paris, and we are getting accustomed to the idea. 
If the " Reds " do not spoil everything, I think 
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we shall win the game. But our poor friends of 
Biarritz have lost theirs. 

Qood-bye, my dear Fanizzi. I tliank you again 
for ali you Bay about your f riendshìp f or me. I 
rely upon it, believe me, as you, sbould the oppor- 
tunity offer, migbt rely upon me. 



CCCXXXVII. 

Paris, August 26, 1870. 

My Deab Panizzi, 

Tbere is stili an utter deartb of news. 
It is very sad for tbose wbo bave friends in 
tbe army. Poor Tripet bas not beard a word 
about bis son, except tbat bis regiment was tbe 
only one engaged, and tbat tbe General wbo com- 
mauded bis brigado was killed. Botb fatber and 
motber are like souls in purgatory. 

Tbe armament of Paris is being pusbed on very 
rapidly. Up to tbe present, tbe populace bas 
sbown great confidence in General Trocbu, in 
spite of tbe bad style of tbe proclamations. It 
appears tbat Marshal Bazaine does not wisb to 
risk an engagement until be gets under tbe walls 
of Paris. 
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A siege does not seem to me to be at ali prob- 
able, because the investment would necessitate 
a fotoe of six hundred thousand men, who could 
be beaten in detail bj a hundred thousand con« 
centrated within the walls. But God onlj knows 
what follies the Chamber may commit in presence 
of the enemy. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. I do not thank you, 
because you do not wish me to do so. 



CCCXXXVIII. 

Paris, August 28, 1870, 
My Deab Panizzi, 

We expect to see the fires of the 
enemy 's camp from the towers of Notre-Dame be- 
fore next month, and, strange to say, there is not 
any very great amount of uneasiness among the 
people of Paris. Military men lose themselves in 
arguing about the siege of Paris. According to 
some, eight hundred thousand men will be re- 
quired for its investment, and they are not sup- 
posed to be able to bring more than three hundred 
thousand, who would be incapable of being dis- 
tributed. None of the f orts could be taken under 

YOL. n. 
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a fortDigbt, and it is difficult to brìng any si^e 
artilleiy into position. We have plentj of guns 
and eigbt thousand picked sailors to serve them. 
Soldiers are not wanting, to say nothing of the 
Garde Nattonale, who seem to be in high spirita. 
Finally, we have stili more than two hundred and 
fifty thousand men in the field who are being re- 
inforced every day. I should really believe that 
ali the chances were in our f avour if we were only 
iinited, and if we had not within our walls that 
f ourth Prussian army, about which I wrote to you 
a few day 8 ago in the words of a lady of our 
acquaintance. 

You are qnite rìght in saying that I can be of 
no use bere, but, first of ali, I am not in a fit state 
to travel, and, secondly, there is a certain sense 
of decency which alone would compel me to stay 
where I am. I shall, therefore, remain and await 
the end, whatever it may be. The question will 
probably be decided next month. J&itherjinis 
Gallica^ or the enemy will be hurled across the 
Rhine, in which case we shall secure a glorìous 
peace. But, put it how you may, we are only at 
the prologue of a tragedy which is about to begia. 
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What Government could possiblj exist in Paris 
simultaneously with universal sufErasre oomplicated 
by the arming of a portion of the population ? 
And the means of altering that, where are they ? 
Have you pictured to yourself what the temper of 
this country will be after so mnch bloodshed and 
so much money spent ? In truth, nothing seems 
to me to be possible. 

Neither do I see what is to become ofour 
friend. I do not think it probable that she will 
go to England, and, if I were asked to give her 
any advìce on so delicate a subject, I should not 
propose any such pian to her. 1 should prefer the 
Far West, I think, or some unknown spot on the 
Adriatic. However, we shall see what we shall 
see. I am not over eager to see the end, and I do 
not tbink I shall see it. 



OCOXXXIX. 

Paris, Sunday, September 4, 1870. 
Mt Deab PANizzr, 

A line in baste. I have no strength 
for more. The direst anticipations that the most 
gloomy imagination could invent has been sur* 
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passed by the reality. It is one huge coUapse. 
A French Armj capìtulating and an Emperor 
allowing himself to be taken prisoner. Everj- 
thìng gone at one fell swoop, 

I am wrìting to you from the Senato. I am 
goìng to try to get as far as the Tuileries. I am 
told tfaat the Prince Imperiai is in Belgium staying 
with the Prince de Chimay. Marshal MacMahon 
has died from the eSects of his wound. It is 
better so. 

As I writa the Corps Législatif is invaded and 
can deliberate no longer. The Oarde Nationaie^ 
to whom arms bave just been handed oyer, are 
assuming the Grovernment. 

Good-bye, my dear Panizzi. You know ali my 
suffering. 



CCCXL. 

Cannes, September 13, 1870. 
Mt Dbab Panizzi, 

You are the man to whom I should 
bave recourse in case of need with absolute confi- 
dence and no hesitation. But we are not so badly 
ofE as ali that. You are taking care of something 
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for me at your bank. 1 have stili some sliares 
left in the railway du Nord, which will bring me 
in four or five thousand fraacs a year ; besides 
that, I have from the rentes an income of about 
sixteen or eighteen thousand francs. How much 
pf the rentes will remain ? Enough, I think, to 
bury their owner, who is yery ili and nearing his 
end. 

Qood-bye, my dear Panizzi. I am truly gratef ul 
to you. I am going to live bere like a philoso- 
pher in the sun. Would that I could fall asleep 
like Epimenides ! 

I am told that our friend is dose to you, in 
Hamilton Palace. If such is the case, you sbould 
write to her and take her to In vergarry, where 
she would much like to be, I think. 

Good-bye, once more. I am too ili to write 
more on this topic. 



END OF THE LETIEBS. 
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APPENDIX, 



A few hoars after the death of Mérimée, Miss 
Lagden, one of the two faithful friends who had 
tended him wìth such devotion, wrote the follow- 
ing letter to Sir A, Panizzi : — 

Cannes, September 24, 1870. 
Deab Sib, 

You were very fond of my dear Prosper 

and he was very fond of you. I know how 

grìeved you will be to hear that he is no more. 

He died last night without a struggle. Ali that 

devoted affection and care could do for him was 

dono. Tbese dreadful politicai events shortened 

his days. I need not teli you how unhappy I am. 

We are at Cannes without a friend, for Doctor 

Maure is at**Grasse, and none of our acquaintances 

have yet arrived. Dear Prosper often wondered 

and regretted that you had not written to him 

since he left Paris. I presume his letters went 

astray, but I trust you will receive these few 

lines. 

J. Lagdbn. 

THE END. 
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